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One must understand that the word “world” in the New Testament does not 
does always mean people. Frequently, the word means “age” as in “the god of this 
world (age)” (2 Cor. 4:4) or “not fashioned according to this world (age)”  in 
Romans 12:2. Regarding 2 Cor. 4:4, Coffman says this: 

  
[Quoting from Farrar] "Satan is not here called the god of the COSMOS, but 
god of THIS AGE." Nevertheless, as Filson said, "Christ has broken the grip 
of Satan on mankind, but his remaining power is so great that Paul can call 
him the god of this present evil age." McGarvey was right in declaring that 
this passage does not impute deity to Satan. "Satan is not a god properly, but 
is merely one in reference to those who have sinfully made him such." Many 
believe, as did Lipscomb, that the sin of Adam "transferred the allegiance 
and rule of the world from God to the devil"; but the conviction here is that 
all of Satan's authority is usurped, that only what God permits is he able to 
do; and as for the notion that Satan in any meaningful sense rules the world, 
Nebuchadnezzar had to eat grass for seven years in order to learn that "The 
most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he 
will" (Dan 4:25). This means that Satan's promise to give Christ the 
rulership of the world in return for falling down and worshipping the devil 
(Matt 4:4 ff) was an unqualified falsehood. 
  
Let us consider some important matters regarding this “age” in which people 

live: 
Its Character! This world in which man is privileged to live is surely governed 

by principles that are not in harmony with the revealed and intended will of God. 
What can one expect from an “age” that has been blinded by Satan to the truths of 
the Lord and Savior? As John declares, “the whole world [kosmos] lieth in the evil 
one” (1 John 5:19). The word “world” here does not refer to the natural creation 
(God created it good), but to evil people who live in the world. And remember, 
God, not Satan, is in control and ruleth in His creation. 
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from this age. Paul says in regard to Christ, “who gave himself for our sins, that he 
might deliver us out of this present evil world, according to the will of our God and 
Father” (Gal. 1:4). People have an opportunity to disconnect with this present age 
and what it advocates, and connect with the gospel and become a new creature in 
Christ Jesus (Rom. 1:16; 2 Cor. 5:17). As John states, “For whatsoever is begotten 
of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that hath overcome the world, 
even our faith” (1 John 5:4). Christians should remain mindful and grateful that 
they have been delivered “out of the power of darkness, and translated...into the 
kingdom of the Son of his love” (Col. 1:13).  

A child of God has been crucified to the world. Paul expressed it this way on 
two occasions: “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I that live, 
but Christ living in me: and that life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the 
faith which is in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for me” (Gal. 
2:20). And again, “But far be it from me to glory, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through which the world hath been crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world”  (Gal. 6:14). It is only in obedience to the gospel that such a “crucifixion” 
can occur. Can one be saved before being crucified unto the world? Countless 
millions so believe, but the Bible disagrees in saying, “We were buried therefore 
with him through baptism unto death: that like as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. For if we 
have become united with him in the likeness of his death, we shall be also (in the 
likeness) of his resurrection; knowing this, that our old man was crucified with 
him, that the body of sin might be done away, that so we should no longer be in 
bondage to sin” (Rom. 6:3-6). 

A child of God is not known by this age. John is forthright in stating, “Behold 
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
children of God; and such we are. For this cause the world knoweth us not, 
because it knew him not” (1 John 3:1).  

Godlessness is foreign to goodness and godliness and separates itself from 
everything that is moral and decent. Such being the case, Jesus declared to His 
disciples, “If ye were of the world, the world would love its own: but because ye 
are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hateth 
you” (John 15:19).  

It is no wonder that the Bible demands that people transform their lives and not 
be “conformed” (KJV) or “fashioned” (ASV) according to this “world” [age] 
(Rom. 12:2).  

A child of God will be victorious over this age. Why? The answer is “because 
greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4). James Smith 
has noted of the prince of this world: 

  
He that is in the world is great. He has all the wisdom of a fallen angel, all 
the venom of the serpent, all the ferocity of the dragon, all the resources of 
Hell, and all the uncleanness and deceivableness of a sinful humanity in his 
favour. 
  
Greater, however, is the One who has never relinquished control of His 



creation. Daniel noted quite correctly that “the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of 
men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will” (Dan. 4:32). The prince of this age 
(John 12:31; 16:11) may lie, deceive, and appear to be in control but his fate was 
sealed with Lord’s death on the cross and His resurrection from the tomb. 

In the great resurrection chapter of the New Testament are found these words of 
comfort: “O death, where is thy victory? O death, where is thy sting? The sting of 
death is sin; and the power of sin is the law: but thanks be to God, who giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:55-57). 

“For whatsoever is begotten of God overcometh the world: and this is the 
victory that hath overcome the world, even our faith” (1 John 5:4). These words 
must have sounded unbelievable to those living under the voice of Caesar’s rule. 
Who could possibly oppose the Roman tyrant and prevail in victory? The answer is 
the Lord Jesus Christ and New Testament Christianity. 

Where are the Assyrian, Babylonian, Medo-Persian, and Roman empires that 
once ruled this age? All have come and gone, but New Testament Christianity is 
alive and well. Let this be a lesson in determining whom we will fear as we live in 
this age (cf. Matt. 10:28)! 
  
 
 
 
 


