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The Bible warns of the folly and dangerous consequences of indecisiveness. A 
great number of people who demand to be treated like adults act like children who 
are “tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight 
of men, in craftiness, after the wiles of error” (Eph. 4:14). One who cannot or will 
not make a decision will become “a doubleminded man, unstable in all his ways” 
(James 1:8). 

 Elijah challenged God’s people long ago, saying, “How long go ye limping 
between the two sides? if Jehovah be God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him. 
And the people answered him not a word” (1 Kings 18:21). Hosea said of Israel: 
“Their heart is divided; now shall they be found guilty: he will smite their altars, 
he will destroy their pillars” (Hosea 10:2). Jesus declares indecisiveness to be of 
no virtue in saying, “No man can serve two masters; for either he will hate the 
one, and love the other; or else he will hold to one, and despise the other. Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon” (Matt. 6:24). The great leader, Joshua, refused to 
be indecisive and become the devil’s pawn. Instead, he said, “And if it seem evil 
unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the 
gods which your fathers served that were beyond the River, or the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve 
Jehovah” (Joshua 24:15).  

People of the age of accountability must decide whom they are going to serve. 
It would be well for all to remember that one’s indecision to obey the gospel or 
one’s refusal to faithfully serve in the kingdom is a decision to serve the devil. 
Christ taught this truth in saying, “He that is not with me is against me, and he that 
gathereth not with me scattereth” (Matt. 12:30).  

Let us profit by studying what a decision to become a New Testament Christian 
means. It means: 

The old man of sin is now dead! The apostle Paul mentions the “old man” 
three times in his epistles. First, Paul tells the Romans that when one is buried with 
Christ in baptism (Rom. 6:4), the old man is crucified “that the body of sin might 
be done away” (Rom. 6:6). Second, Paul tells the Ephesians that concerning their 
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former manner of life they were to have put away “the old man, that waxeth 
corrupt after the lusts of deceit” (Eph. 4:22). Third, Paul informs the Colossian 
brethren that they are to “lie not one to another; seeing that ye have put off the old 
man with his doings” (Col. 3:9).  

A person who continues to cling to the world and its worldly ways has not 
buried the old man of sin. One who becomes a child of God must make the 
decision to part company with the ways of the world. 

The man in Christ is now a new creature! The Holy Spirit through Paul 
words it like this: “Wherefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature: the old 
things are passed away; behold, they are become new”  (2 Cor. 5:17). Notice that 
the “old things” are now dead! Gone are the past loves, past sins, and past ungodly 
actions and affections! Gone! A Christian is not to resurrect the old ungodly way 
of life when he decides to enjoy himself or have a little fun. He is “a new 
creature” and has made the decision to sever ties with the passions and lusts of the 
world (1 John 2:15-17). 

The decision has been made to follow Christ! The Christian, as the word 
suggests, is to be a follower of the Lord and Savior. The apostle Peter notes, “For 
hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, that ye should follow his steps” (1 Pet. 2:21). One does not follow Christ 
by cursing, drinking, gambling, lying, stealing or by engaging in immoral acts. One 
only deceives himself who thinks he is following Christ when he lives his life by 
worldly standards. The devil and Christ do not walk together. As Amos asks, “Can 
two walk together, except they have agreed” (3:3)? 

The Lord’s kingdom (church) now takes top priority in one’s life! Jesus 
admonished, “But seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). The church is not to be worked into 
one’s schedule; one’s schedule must be worked around his obligations to the 
Lord’s church! Aunt Suzy and Uncle John are not more important than the Lord’s 
church. No, not even if you have not seen them in ten years! Our recreation and 
pleasure is not more important than the Lord’s church. Our children are not more 
important than the Lord’s church. Our financial security is not more important than 
our eternal security. Thus, one’s job is not more important than the Lord’s church. 
Neither is school, baseball, football, basketball, soccer, scouting, T-ball, little 
league or any other man-made activity more important than the Lord’s church! 

So many today need to be reminded that they do not obey the gospel or serve 
and worship on their  terms, but rather on the Lord’s terms! One must decide to 
love the glory of God more than the glory of men (John 12:43). A person can ill 
afford to be indecisive regarding the great commandment or else he will lose his 
soul. The Lord was asked, “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law? 
And he said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the great and first commandment” (Matt. 
22:36-38). Obedience and faithfulness will not be issues if one obeys this 
command. Indecisiveness is a killer! What decision have you made regarding 
Christ and His Word? 
  
 



 
 


