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Habakkuk, prophet of God, declares, “I will stand upon my watch, and set me 
upon the tower, and will look forth to see what he will speak with me, and what I 
shall answer concerning my complaint” (2:1).  The terms “watch” and “tower” are 
not to be taken literally but figuratively as Hailey, in his commentary on the Minor 
Prophets, notes. “The figure is taken from the custom of ascending high places for 
the purpose of looking into the distance, and simply expresses the prophet's 
spiritual preparation of the prophet's soul for hearing the word of God.” 

The Holy Bible is given by inspiration of God, and its message for mankind is 
balanced between reproof and instruction in righteousness.  This could not be made 
more clear than in 2 Timothy 3:16-17 where Paul records, “Every scripture 
inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction which is in righteousness. That the man of God may be complete, 
furnished completely unto every good work.” 

Habakkuk, unlike many so-called preachers today, prepared his mind to receive 
God’s truths. Jehovah says, “Yea, moreover, wine is treacherous, a haughty man, 
that keepeth not at home; who enlargeth his desire as Sheol, and he is as death, 
and cannot be satisfied, but gathereth unto him all nations, and heapeth unto him 
all peoples” (Hab. 2:5). Coffman says of this verse:  

  
Although the character of the one described in this verse was primarily a 
reference to the Babylonian state, in its wider application, it describes the 
greedy, godless states of all times. Here we have a metaphor of the 
approaching enemy destined to overthrow God's rebellious Judea. It is that 
of a proud, treacherous, haughty drunkard, Babylon, drunk with power, 
motivated by an insatiable desire like that of the drunkard for drink. 
  
Hailey adds, “The drunkard can never drink enough wine … the Chaldeans can 

never conquer enough land.” Thus, words of warning come from God and five 
woes are pronounced against Babylon. Let us learn so as not to make the same 
mistakes that Babylon made. 
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Woe To The Dishonest! This woe said, “Woe to him that increaseth that which 
is not his” (Hab. 2:6)! This woe can apply to the unscrupulous master or the 
crooked servant. This woe could also be applied to the unsympathetic miser who 
has the ability and opportunity to help with a legitimate need of a fellowman but 
chooses instead to not be involved (cf. Luke 10:30-37).  

The thing that one must remember is that his life does not consist in the 
abundance of things that he possesses (Luke 12:15). One is also a hypocrite who 
claims that which belongs to another. Babylon was not grateful for that which she 
had been blessed with and desired that which belonged to others. In reality, 
Babylon and many nations today refuse to acknowledge this truth: “For every 
beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. I know all the fowls 
of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are mine. If I were hungry, I 
would not tell thee: for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof” (Psa. 50:10-12).  

Woe To The Covetous! “Woe to him that getteth an evil gain for his house, 
that he may set his nest on high…” (Hab. 2:9). Coffman quotes Garland as saying, 
“The oppressors have built an empire, their house, by exploitation of conquered 
peoples and extortion of their possessions. They intend to sustain a thriving 
economy by these same means.” A coveting of what others possess is never good; 
it is sinful! Some brethren even desire the abilities that another brother has not to 
bring honor and glory to God, but to obtain honor and praise from men. One 
cannot help but be reminded of the chief rulers who “loved the praise of men more 
than the praise of God” (John 12:43). May we all be reminded that “Pride goeth 
before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall”  (Prov. 16:18).  

Woe To The Oppressor! “Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, and 
establisheth a city by iniquity” (Hab. 2:12)! We can be thankful that for the most 
part the old system of slavery has been abolished and cruel taskmasters no longer 
build their fortunes on the blood of fellow human beings. Barnes comments on this 
woe as follows: 

He [Nebuchadnezzar] seemed to strengthen the city, and to establish it by 
outward defenses. But it was built through cruelty to conquered nations, and 
especially God's people, and by oppression, against His holy Will. So there 
was an inward rottenness and decay in what seemed strong and majestic, and 
which imposed on the outward eye; it would not stand, but fell. Babylon, 
which had stood since the flood, being enlarged contrary to the eternal laws 
of God, fell in the reign of his son. Such is all empire and greatness, raised 
on the neglect of God's laws, by unlawful conquests, and by the toil and 
sweat and hard service of the poor. 
  
Woe To The Deceiver! “Woe unto him that giveth his neighbor drink, to thee 

that addest thy venom, and makest him drunken also, that thou mayest look on 
their nakedness” (Hab. 2:15)! Hailey says of this verse: “Sensual lust is here a 
figure of the barbarous lust for power; this usage implies, of course, a strong 
condemnation of the actions that supply the figures.” Deception is often employed 
today in order to gain an upper hand over others. One must not deceive himself (1 
Cor. 3:18) or seek to deceive others (Jer. 9:5). Deception is not becoming of a 
Christian! 



Woe To The Idolater! “Woe unto him that sayeth unto the wood, Awake; to 
the dumb stone, Arise” (Hab. 2:19)! One may think of heathens bowing before 
what they have created with their own hands. But woe also to the priest then or 
preachers today who use idols to deceive souls. Idols today can be fashion, fiction, 
pride, and selfishness. Whatever takes the place of God and His Word in our minds 
becomes our idol. May we in view of our soul respond graciously to reproof and 
instruction in righteousness! 
  
 
 
 


