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The apostle Paul considered himself to be a “debtor” to all people (Rom. 1:14). 
It was nothing that man had done to cause Paul to feel as he did. The truth is that 
Paul considered himself a debtor to all humanity because of what the Lord had 
done for him. Paul knew that he had been “chief” of sinners (1 Tim. 1:15). He had 
been “a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious” (1 Tim. 1:13) in opposing 
Christians and Christianity. According to Luke, Paul (then known as Saul) had 
“laid waste the church, entering into every house, and dragging men and women 
committed them to prison” (Acts 8:3). Paul, candid and honest in writing to the 
Galatians, said, “For ye have heard of my manner of life in time past in the Jews' 
religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and made 
havoc of it” (Gal. 1:13). 

Coffman comments on Romans 1:15 and Paul being ready to proclaim the 
gospel as follows: 

This verse also supports the conclusion that Romans was addressed to all the 
inhabitants in Rome, and not merely to believers alone, but to Barbarians, 
foolish, and, in short, all people. The tremendous motivation of Paul's life 
appears in the twin declarations, "I am debtor" (Rom 1:14) and "I am ready" 
(Rom 1:15). With this solid shot, Paul dispelled any notion that he had been 
holding back from a trip to Rome due to any considerations like being 
ashamed to preach there. Having already affirmed the credentials of his 
apostolic calling, he waived all privileges of rank and all the honors of such 
an office and presented himself in this verse to the total population of that 
great city, not merely as the great ambassador, which he surely was, but also 
as a human brother, a fellow-Christian who had long loved them, prayed for 
them, and longed to visit them. Choosing exactly the right words, Paul in 
this perfect introduction presented himself as one who actually considered 
himself in debt to the whole community, indeed to all people, and as a 
brother in Christ who was eager to preach to them. How tender and beautiful 
are the sentiments expressed upon this sacred page! 
  

 
Marvin L. Weir 

 

 



The word “ready” seems to have been a favorite of the apostle Paul. Let us now 
study three things Paul was ready to do so as to be faithful to the Lord. Hopefully, 
we will strive to be ready to be a blessing to the Lord and His church as we 
journey through this life. 

Ready For Service! “So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel 
to you also that are in Rome” (Rom. 1:15). Paul strongly desired to preach in 
Rome to discharge a debt to mankind. As we think of our service to the Lord and 
His church, let us reflect upon these scriptures and be ready: 

(1) To every good work (Titus 3:1)! Barnes is on target in saying, “A Christian 
should be always ready to do good as far as he is able. He should not need to 
be urged, or coaxed, or persuaded, but should be so ready always to do good 
that he will count it a privilege to have the opportunity to do it.” Although it 
is not sinful to be organized, this writer fears that many in the church today 
do not feel obligated to be involved in every good work unless they are on a 
particular committee or have been designated in some way to do such. For 
example, does a Christian have to be a member of a visitation team before he 
or she visits a visitor or needy member? Are not all Christians commanded 
to be involved in good works? Must one be assigned a visit before making a 
visit? 

(2) To distribute (1 Tim. 6:18)! This verse needs to be kept in its context as it 
involves those who are wealthy or rich, but all Christians are to guard 
against being stingy and selfish. The early church, many of them very poor, 
were willing to share with and assist needy brethren (Acts 4:32). 

(3) To give a reason (1 Pet. 3:15)! A faithful child of God will be ready to give 
a reason for his hope and faith. A mature child of God should be able to 
answer questions regarding basic fundamentals and what one must do to be 
saved. A Christian should know why he worships as he does. Instead of 
being indifferent or apologetic, a faithful child of God will be capable of 
defending what he believes! 

  
Ready For Suffering! “Then Paul answered, What do ye, weeping and 

breaking my heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at 
Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 21:13). Paul was more than 
willing to suffer if it meant doing so to be obedient to the Lord (2 Cor. 11:23-33). 
Paul’s fellow Jews from Antioch and Iconium stoned him for preaching the truth 
and “dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead” (Acts 14:19).  

It is seriously doubtful if any Christian today would declare that they have 
suffered more for the cause of Christ than the apostle Paul. Yet, many members of 
the Lord’s church today convince themselves that they would be willing to suffer if 
required to do so. Some of these brethren who are so convinced, however, make no 
effort to be faithful in attending worship or Bible classes. Is one really going to 
suffer for the cause of Christ if he will not dispense with worldly matters in order 
to not forsake the assembly of the Lord’s church (Heb. 10:25)?  

Ready For Sacrifice! “For I am already being offered, and the time of my 
departure is come” (2 Tim. 4:6). Paul had “fought the good fight...finished the 



course…[and] kept the faith” (v. 7). Are we willing to sacrifice for the church in 
order to “walk in the light” of the Lord’s Word (1 John 1:7)?  

To die in the Lord (Rev. 14:13), we need to imitate the three “R’s” that helped 
Paul succeed in living the Christian life! 
  
 
 


