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Note: I first wrote this article in 2000. It is in need of serious contemplation 
today just as it was then. I have added a couple of paragraphs to the original 
article so it is “new” in that regard. 

 Religious apostasy and moral depravity had set up shop on every street corner 
throughout the ten tribes of Israel. God declared that He had a controversy with 
Israel “because there is no truth, nor goodness, nor knowledge of God in the land” 
(Hosea 4:1). The prophet pointed out that “there is nought but swearing and 
breaking faith, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery; they break out, 
and blood toucheth blood” (Hosea 4:2).  

Adam Clarke comments on the above verses, saying: 
  
Where there is no truth there will be lies and perjury; for false swearing is 
brought in to confirm lying statements. And when there is no mercy, killing, 
slaying, and murders, will be frequent. And where there is no knowledge of 
God, no conviction of his omnipresence and omniscience, private offences, 
such as stealing, adulteries, etc., will prevail. These, sooner or later, break 
out, become a flood, and carry all before them. Private stealing will assume 
the form of a public robbery, and adulteries become fashionable, especially 
among the higher orders; and suits of crim. con. render them more public, 
scandalous, and corrupting. By the examination of witnesses, and reading of 
infamous letters in a court of justice, people are taught the wiles and 
stratagems to be used to accomplish these ends, and prevent detection; and 
also how to avoid those circumstances which have led to the detection of 
others. Every report of such matters is an experimental lecture on successful 
debauchery. 

 In exposing the flawed character of God’s people, Hosea charges them with 
a failure to know Divine truths. God declared, “My people are destroyed for 
lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, 
that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, 
I also will forget thy children”(Hosea 4:6). Like the children of Israel, many 
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today wear spiritual blinders as they journey through this life. Let us learn some 
truths regarding spiritual ignorance. 

Ignorance of God is common! Prophets of old testified again and again to 
Israel of God’s great wisdom and power. From crossing the Red Sea and 
escaping Pharaoh to their conquest of the land of Canaan, God’s people were 
clearly aware of the strong arm of God that gave them victory. So the warning 
was given: “Beware lest thou forget Jehovah thy God, in not keeping his 
commandments, and his ordinances, and his statutes, which I command thee 
this day” (Deut. 8:11; cf. v. 14, 19). 

God has never left people without law. Man was put into the garden of Eden 
with instructions “to dress it and to keep it” (Gen. 2:15). A law was also given 
as to what Adam and Eve could and could not eat. God said, “Of every tree of 
the garden thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die”  (Gen. 2:16-17). There was Patriarchal Law given to the Gentiles, and the 
Law of Moses given to the Jews. Upon the death of the Lord on the cross, the 
New Covenant or the Law of Christ became effective for all men.  

There is no reason for one to be ignorant of God today. Paul said to those in 
Rome, “For the invisible things of him since the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being perceived through the things that are made, even his 
everlasting power and divinity; that they may be without excuse” (Rom. 1:20). 
Many today do not have a clue as to God’s will for their lives, and they remain 
ignorant in spite of nature’s revelation and the testimony of the inspired 
Scriptures. It is utter folly for any person to attempt to justify his ignorance of  
God’s will. 

Ignorance of God is often willful! The people of Hosea’s day had rejected 
knowledge. The same type of attitude was characteristic of many during Paul’s 
day. Paul declared, “For being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to 
establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of 
God” (Rom. 10:3). This attitude is long lived and deep rooted! During the days 
of the Judges, “every man did that which was right in his own eyes” (Jud. 
21:25). The only standard that many subject themselves to is the standard that 
they set. Legend is the number of folks today who intend to please self instead 
of God. They love darkness rather than light (John 3:19), engage in will-
worship (Col. 2:23), and thus willfully reject the instructions of the glorious 
Gospel. 

Willful ignorance of God is fatal! One who willfully rejects the light of the 
Word of God cannot have fellowship with Jehovah. There are many who are 
guilty of willful rejection of God, but they would argue that such is not true. 
However, those who so argue might say, “I know what that verse of Scripture 
says, but this is what I believe in my heart.” Or, “I would not trade this feeling 
in my heart for a whole stack of Bibles.” Such statements as these indicate that 
this person has determined he will do as he pleases regardless of what God’s 
Word says. 

It is quite common for folks today to reject baptism as being necessary for 
salvation. They say, “I just know I was saved when I accepted Jesus into my 



heart.” How do they know? The Bible certainly does not tell them that such is 
true. God’s Word says, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he 
that disbelieveth shall be condemned” (Mark 16:16). I know that this is true 
because God’s Word is truth (John 17:17). 

It is also a common belief today that one can with God’s approval attend the 
church of his choice. Again, where does one read such in the Holy Scriptures?  
The church of Christ’s choice is His church — not a church founded by man! 
The Lord promised only to build His church (Matt. 16:18, singular) and 
purchased it with His blood (Acts 20:28). This church is His body of which He 
is Head (Eph. 1:22-23). And, as Paul affirms, there is only “one body” (Eph. 
4:4). What is difficult to understand about the word “one?” One body (church) 
does not mean that there are multiple  churches from which to choose! 

Listen again to the words of Hosea: “…because thou hast rejected 
knowledge, I will also reject thee…” (4:6). Spiritual ignorance will not be a 
source of comfort in the Day of Judgment. Resolve to learn of God’s will for 
your life while there is still time to obey!  

  
 
 


