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The words our Savior spoke at His last Passover were directed to His apostles. 
Many people overlook this truth and thus attribute some blessings meant only for 
the apostles to all believers today. There are principles and privileges, however, 
that do apply to those who follow the Lord today. Let followers of Christ rejoice 
that: 

They Have A Remedy For Sin And The Trouble It Causes! The apostles 
were saddened to think that the Lord would ascend to the Father and leave them. 
Jesus comforts them in saying, “Let not your heart be troubled: believe in God, 
believe also in me” (John 14:1). Jesus died on Calvary’s cross, however, not just 
for the sins of the apostles, but for the sins of all people (Rom. 5:7-19). Although 
the majority of mankind will refuse the terms of pardon, those who obey the 
precious gospel can rejoice that they do not have to die shackled to sin. 

This world surely is full of trouble, and the unrest and anxiety it causes is 
evident. The faithful child of God, however, has the promise of the peace “which 
passeth all understanding” (Phil 4:7). Such peace certainly is grounded in the fact 
that the Christian’s anxieties can be turned over to the Lord because He cares for 
His faithful followers (1 Pet. 5:7). When troubles begin to press us sorely, we need 
to recall these words of the Savior: “...I am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world” (Matt. 28:20). These words were spoken to encourage the apostles, but 
all faithful followers of Christ can take comfort in knowing that He will not fail or 
forsake them (Heb. 13:5). 

They Can Anchor To A Legitimate Hope! “And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I come again, and will receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also” (John 14:3). The Lord would soon die for the sins of the world and 
return to Heaven to be with the Father. He does, however, promise to “come 
again” (His second coming) to judge all humanity. At this coming the Lord will 
not set foot upon the earth as premillenialism contends, but the faithful have the 
legitimate hope of being “caught up in the clouds...to ever be with the Lord” (1 
Thess. 4:17).  
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Paul declares in Hebrews to the brethren that “we have as an anchor of the 
soul, a hope both sure and stedfast and entering into that which is within the veil” 
(Heb. 6:19). Coffman comments on this wonderful verse as follows: 

  
Hope is the great anchor, or stabilizer, of the human soul; and that hope for 
the Christian is Christ the Lord, who has entered into that which is beyond 
the veil, that is, into heaven itself; and this corresponds to the actions of the 
ancient high priest who was typical of Christ in that he went into the Holy of 
Holies, behind the veil, in the tabernacle. The aptness of the figure of an 
anchor appears in the fact that an anchor is not doing any good at all as long 
as it is visible. It is only when it disappears in the deep beneath that it 
stabilizes and protects the ship; how beautiful is the imagery of Christ also 
being out of sight from Christians, having disappeared into the unseen 
world, but who is nevertheless connected with Christians by the strong and 
effective cable of his love, just as the anchor, though unseen, is connected to 
the ship by a mighty chain. The absolutely necessary disappearance of the 
anchor, if it is to do any good, also suggests the necessity of Christ's physical 
separation from his followers which was accomplished when he ascended 
into the unseen world. That this was truly necessary is plain in the light of 
Heb 8:4, where it is shown that Christ would have been no priest at all if he 
had remained upon the earth. Christ's qualification as high priest was upon a 
higher level; on earth he could never have been any kind of priest, because 
he did not belong to the tribe of Levi; …for him to function as the great 
High Priest of Christians, he of necessity entered that higher, unseen sphere. 
Thus it is literally and gloriously true that the Christian's hope is in heaven 
where the Lord has already entered; and, with that hope, all else that really 
matters is also there. For the Christian, his treasure is there (Matt 6:19), his 
citizenship is there (Phil 3:20), his name is written there (Luke 10:20; Phil 
4:3), his Lord is there (as here, and in John 14:1-6), and his affections should 
be there (Col 3:2 KJV). 
  
They Have A Wonderful Assurance! “He that hath my commandments, and 

keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my 
Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself unto him” (John 14:21). It is 
absolutely clear that the Lord has promised to love those who love Him. There is, 
however, more to loving the Lord than just saying the words. One will notice that 
the person that keeps Jesus’ commandments is the one that loves Him! Whoever is 
unwilling to obey and keep the Lord’s commandments does not love the Savior. 
As harsh as it may seem to some, this includes all people who are members of 
denominational churches and all liberal (progressive) members of churches of 
Christ. One who will not (for whatever reason) “walk in the light, as he is in the 
light” (1 John 1:7) does not love the Lord! 

There is a pattern, blueprint, law, or rule to be followed. Such does not come 
from man but from God. Paul taught , “And as many as shall walk by this rule 
(Gal. 6:16) implying it could be rejected. Paul is setting forth the truth that people 
had to walk according to the law of Christ and not the Law of Moses. The “Israel 



of God” does not refer to physical or national Israel, but to spiritual Israel, the 
Lord’s church! One cannot cling to any part of the Law of Moses today and love 
the Lord. Many Jews today refuse to accept this truth and so do many Gentiles. 

They Do Not Have To Be Afraid! “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be fearful” (John 14:27). These words were for the apostles during the 
miraculous age, but they also apply to the child of God in the non-miraculous 
Christian age. Jesus told His followers, “In the world ye have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). Tribulation will always 
exist in the world, but tribulation does not have to exist in the heart!  

May we remember that these precious privileges are connected with Jesus 
saying, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, 
but by me” (John 14:6). One unwilling to obey the Lord will never see the Father!  
  
 
 


