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Psalms 81 contains tremendous truths and principles that will benefit any honest 
person seeking to save his soul. God has always communicated with human beings 
regarding the type of lives He would have them to live. In this Psalm, God 
forthrightly tells His people what is expected of them. Having been delivered from 
Egyptian bondage, Israel should have known what to expect from God. This Psalm 
also makes clear as to why Israel failed to be blessed by God. The penalty of 
rejecting God’s pleas is just as deadly today as it was under other dispensations. A 
loving God sets before all people the opportunity to choose between blessing or 
failure. Let us observe some conditions that must be considered: 

God’s Merciful Plea! God pleas with Israel, saying, “Hear, O my people, and I 
will testify unto thee…” (Psa. 81:8a). Why is it that most people are so inclined to 
listen to the testimony of men rather than the testimony of God? Solomon wrote: 
“Trust in Jehovah with all thy heart, And lean not upon thine own understanding” 
(Prov. 3:5). These words come from a man that had requested an “understanding 
heart” (1 Kings 3:9) to judge his people, and God gave him wisdom and 
understanding greater than that possessed by any other man (1 Kings 3:12). As 
wise as he was, Solomon realized man’s wisdom in no way can compare with 
God’s wisdom.  

Jehovah entreats His people to have an attentive ear (Psa. 81:8a). If one is going 
to benefit from God’s blessings, he must first hear what God expects him to do to 
receive such blessings. This principle has not changed. When Peter preached the 
gospel on Pentecost to an audience of thousands from some 15 nations (Acts 2:1-
11), the Scriptures especially note, “They then that received his word were 
baptized: and there were added unto them in that day about three thousand souls” 
(Acts 2:41). The majority present who heard Peter’s preaching did not have 
attentive ears and thus rejected instead of receiving the Word of Life. God’s Word 
is of no value to the one who will not hear and heed! 

Israel was told, “There shall no strange god be in thee; neither shalt thou 
worship any foreign god” (Psa. 81:9). Whatever wins the heart’s affection, or 
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whatever a man places his trust and confidence in, becomes his god. It can be his 
family, business associates, or friends. Pagan worship was no friend to Israel, and 
is no friend to members of the Lord’s church today. Anything not authorized by the 
Lord for worship is foreign to God. Acceptable worship will always be according 
to truth (John 4:24).  

God delivered Israel from Egypt. Thus, He instructs, “[O]pen thy mouth wide, 
and I will fill it”  (Psa. 81:10). Jehovah is ready and willing to provide for His 
people. It is no wonder that Paul would encourage Christians in saying, 
“Wherefore also he is able to save to the uttermost them that draw near unto God 
through him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:25).  

God’s Gracious Purpose! The Creator laments, “Oh that my people would 
hearken unto me, that Israel would walk in my ways” (Psa. 81:13)! Coffman 
comments on what God would have done for Israel if only they would have heeded 
his voice. Coffman says: 

(1) Their enemies would have been subdued (Ps 81:14); (2) the haters of 
God would have turned to the Lord (Ps 81:15); (3) God would have given 
them abundant prosperity (Ps 81:16). This being true of the Old Israel, is 
it any less true of the New? The answer is negative. As Barnes expressed 
it, "This psalm is of special importance to the church now, reminding 
God's people of their obligation derived from the past mercies of God, 
and showing what would be the consequences if they should be wholly 
dedicated to the service of God." "With honey out of the rock would I 
satisfy thee" (Ps 81:16). "This verse looks back to Deut 32:13-14 'Honey 
from the rock is not a natural product.' The parallel from Deuteronomy, 
where we have, 'oil out of the flinty rock,' shows that we are 'not here on 
the ground of the actual, but of the ideal.' The expression is hyperbole for 
incomparable abundance." What a glorious thing it would be for all of 
God's people to devote themselves without reservation to the love and 
service of God. Should anyone be afraid that God either could or would 
fail to provide abundant blessings for his people who might do such a 
thing? Has not Christ himself said, "Lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world"? 

God’s purpose was to subdue enemies, save sinners, and provide abundantly for 
His saints. 

A Sorrowful Observation! “But my people hearkened not to my voice; and 
Israel would none of me” (Psa. 81:11). The lesson to be learned from this verse is 
that when one refuses the Word he rejects the Father. Nothing has changed! It is 
impossible to love the Lord while refusing to acknowledge and obey His Word. 
Countless millions commit this error today, and it is indeed a very sad observation. 

Jesus likened the Pharisees “unto whited sepulchres, which outwardly appear 
beautiful, but inwardly are full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness” (Matt. 
23:27). Paul spoke of Christians who “hold a form of godliness,” while “having 
denied the power thereof…” (2 Tim. 3:5). Again, one cannot claim to honor and 
praise the Lord while denying the truth and power of His Word! 

A Contemptible Condition! “So I let them go after the stubbornness of their 
heart, that they might walk in their own counsels” (Psa. 81:12). The KJV reads, 



“So I gave them up unto their own hearts' lust: and they walked in their own 
counsels” (v. 12). Those who are more anxious to hear the words of men rather 
than a “thus saith the Lord” are those who have chosen the chaff instead of the 
wheat. It is a deadly diet! 

The problem is the same today. Nothing good ever comes from exchanging 
“the truth of God for a lie” (Rom. 1:25). God will allow people to consume 
themselves by “the lusts of their hearts unto uncleanness” (v. 24). Those who 
profess “themselves to be wise” and reject the pleas of God become mere fools (v. 
22). Prepare yourself to be a recipient of God’s bountiful blessings, and you will 
not be a tragic failure throughout eternity!  
  
 
 


