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The title of this article was not uttered by mere man. These words were the 
result of Peter’s confession that Jesus was indeed the Son of God. It was the Lord 
Jesus Christ that said, “And I also say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build my church; and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it” 
(Matt. 16:18). The Catholics instruct folks that the “rock” upon whom the church is 
to be built is Peter. They assert that Peter was the first Pope and that this verse is 
proof for their apostolic succession. The word Peter does indeed mean “rock,” but 
does this mean that Christ was saying His church would be built upon a human 
being? Absolutely not! 

The Greek word for Peter (Petros) means a piece of rock or a stone or pebble 
while the word upon which Jesus would build His church (petra) means a mass of 
rock. The Lord used the word petra when He spoke of the wise man building upon 
the rock instead of the sinking sand (Matt. 7:24-27).  

The rock upon which the Lord promised to build His church is found in the 
profound truth of the confession Peter made — “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” It will be His church and not man’s church that He builds! The 
apostle Paul reminds the Corinthian brethren that “other foundation can no man 
lay than that which is laid, which is Christ Jesus” (1 Cor. 3:11). 

One will also observe that not even “the gates of hell” will be able to prevail 
against the Lord’s church (Matt. 16:18). The word here translated as “hell” is not 
Gehenna, the eternal place of unquenchable fire. It is rather the word haides which 
means the unseen world, Hades, or “the place (state) of departed souls” (Strong’s 
Greek/Hebrew Definitions).  

The first Messianic promise revealed in the Bible states: “and I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed: he shall bruise 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). The power the Devil uses 
against Christ (death) will not be successful. It might seem that the Lord’s death 
would prevent the church from being established. The truth of the matter, however, 
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is that the grave could not hold the Lord and neither would it keep the church from 
being established. Thus, “the gates of hell” or death of the Lord would not keep 
Him from building His church as He promised He would do.  

Upon building His church, the Lord makes available the keys to the 
church/kingdom (Matt. 16:19). Everyone knows that keys open doors, and Peter 
used the keys the Lord promised to open the doors of the church to the Jews in 
Acts 2. Approximately seven years later, Peter used those same keys to open the 
doors of the church to the Gentiles (Acts 10-11). Peter proclaimed the gospel on 
both occasions, and many people obeyed the divine plan of salvation and were 
baptized into Christ (Acts 2:38-39; 10:48). The gospel is as Paul said “the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek” (Rom. 1:16). 

The “binding” and “loosing” simply means to forbid or allow. The apostle’s 
preaching and teaching did not come from their own minds and was not a product 
of their own wisdom. The Lord promised the apostles that the Holy Spirit would 
come and guide them in all truth (John 16:13). Peter affirms such took place when 
he said, “knowing this first, that no prophecy of scripture is of private 
interpretation. For no prophecy ever came by the will of man: but men spake from 
God, being moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:20-21). The apostles and other 
inspired writers of the New Testament proclaimed only what had already been 
“bound” and “loosed” in heaven. It is as the Psalmist said: “For ever, O Jehovah, 
Thy word is settled in heaven” (Psa. 119:89).  

Peter’s statement on Pentecost to those who ask what they needed to do (Acts 
2:37) is a fine example of binding and loosing. Peter answered their question, 
saying, “Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” 
(Acts 2:38). Most denominations today teach that baptism is not necessary for 
salvation. Thus, they “loose” baptism as being necessary for one to become a child 
of God. According to God’s Word, however, remission of sins is not possible 
without Scriptural baptism. How can it then be that one is saved while still in his 
sins? Without the washing away of sins, one would be eternally lost as the “wages 
of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). 

Immersion (baptism), for remission of sins, has been bound in heaven and no 
one on earth has the authority to loose what God has bound! Luke makes it clear as 
to the necessity of being immersed for remission of sins in speaking of Saul’s 
(Paul’s) obedience to the gospel. Luke records, “And now why tarriest thou? arise, 
and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on his name” (Acts 22:16). 

Baptism is a burial, not a sprinkling (Rom. 6:4), and one is raised from the 
waters of baptism before walking “in newness of life.” It is as Paul proclaimed to 
the brethren at Galatia, “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put 
on Christ” (Gal. 3:27). 

Diligent study of the Holy Scriptures is always required if we are going to save 
our souls. In studying the Bible, may we choose to be content with both the Lord’s 
church and His inspired Word! 
  
 



 
 


