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The two sets of Scriptures that will serve as the basis for this article are penned 
by the same author. Yet, they are as different as daylight and dark. One has said 
that “they are negative and positive flipsides of the same subject.” The two 
contrasting sets of Scriptures enlighten the student regarding the precious matter of 
fellowship. As one journeys through this life, he can become a partaker of others 
evil deeds or a fellow-helper of those who love the truth.  

The situation in the apostle John’s day was regarding religious teachers who 
visited the congregations of the Lord’s church. John wrote specifically to indicate 
how these religious teachers were to be received and treated. Let us now observe 
the two sets of Scriptures that show fellowship to be avoided and fellowship to be 
observed. John writes: 

  
Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not 
God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the 
Son. If any one cometh unto you, and bringeth not this teaching, receive him 
not into your house, and give him no greeting: for he that giveth him 
greeting partaketh in his evil works (2 John 9-11). 
  
Beloved, thou doest a faithful work in whatsoever thou doest toward them 
that are brethren and strangers withal; who bare witness to thy love before 
the church: whom thou wilt do well to set forward on their journey worthily 
of God: because that for the sake of the Name they went forth, taking 
nothing of the Gentiles. We therefore ought to welcome such, that we may be 
fellow-workers for the truth (3 John 5-8). 
The “whosoever” in 2 John 9-11 represents false teachers who find their way 

into the Lord’s church. One will notice that the false teacher’s doctrine is called 
“evil works” or deeds. The false teacher is not to be received and is not to be sent 
on his way while bidding him “God speed” (KJV). One who wishes a false teacher 
the best becomes a partaker of his evil deeds. To receive him, encourage him, aid 
and assist him, and send him on his way is to share in his guilt.  
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The Scriptures in 3 John represent faithful preachers traveling through the 
country who are proclaiming the unsearchable riches of Christ (the glorious 
gospel). They are to be commended by the brethren and aided and assisted in 
whatever way possible to enable them to continue their journey to preach in other 
areas. In so doing, the brethren that assisted but remained behind would become 
“fellow-workers” (helpers, KJV) with those who continued to travel elsewhere to 
preach and teach.  

Do you recall Paul speaking of the Philippians and thanking them for their 
“fellowship in furtherance of the gospel from the first day until now” (Phil. 1:5)? 
The Philippian brethren thus were partakers with Paul in his furtherance of the 
gospel in other cities. Those who assisted, encouraged, and supplied Paul’s needs 
at Philippi would receive credit for the work Paul accomplished for the cause of 
Christ wherever he might labor. 

Let us now take the principle set forth in these passages of Scripture and make 
further application to Christians today. For years certain brethren have told me that 
they do not agree with some practices and teaching at the congregation they 
support (with their contribution) and attend. Hopefully, before death and the 
Judgment, these brethren will understand they are partakers in that which they 
support religiously whether it is good or evil.  

One may say that he personally does not believe in instrumental music in 
worship, but he attends a congregation that uses the instrument in worship. 
Regardless of what this one says his personal convictions are, he is a supporter of 
instrumental music in worship! 

One may say he believes in the virgin birth and the inspiration of the Scriptures 
but attends a congregation that does not believe in the virgin birth of the Lord or 
the God breathed inspiration of the Scriptures (2 Pet. 1:20-21). This person 
definitely shares in the error espoused by the congregation and consequently in the 
guilt incurred. 

There are congregations today that will accept one in good standing who has 
been sprinkled or “baptized” as an infant. Some congregations are using ladies to 
teach mixed classes (men and women) or using ladies in some other leadership 
role. Some members who attend these congregations may say they do not believe 
in infant baptism or sprinkling or in ladies taking a leadership role, but they remain 
in and are a part of this system of error. Any system of error or compromise in 
which one remains make him a partaker and supporter of such error!  

The Lord’s church is supposed to be “the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 
Tim. 3:15). Who are we to compromise on truth? Since when is one commandment 
all important and another commandment of no importance? How can cell groups 
be acceptable when the command is for the brethren of a local congregation to 
assemble themselves together (1 Cor. 11:20)? In Hebrews 10:25, the emphasis is 
on “assembling together” as it is in Acts 20:7. What about clapping for one who 
has been baptized? Where is the command or example that authorizes one to clap 
as one is baptized? When does planning a ski trip for teenagers during Bible class 
become more important than Bible study? How can praise teams and choirs be 
acceptable when all have been commanded to sing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16)? 
Brethren who say they do not believe in the above things but attend where they are 



practiced are partakers of such errors and will be accountable for their actions! 
Paul’s teaching on fellowship in Romans 1:18-32 is the same as John’s 

teaching. After listing numerous sins, lusts, and actions contrary to nature, Paul 
then says: “who, knowing the ordinance of God, that they that practise such things 
are worthy of death, not only do the same, but also consent with them that practise 
them” (v. 32). Those who commit these sinful acts are guilty but so are those who 
tolerate and go along with them even though they say they personally disapprove 
of such sins.  

Fellowship can be either a wonderful blessing or soul damning. May one not 
deceive himself by tolerating, supporting (with presence and contribution), or 
ignoring that which is immoral or false doctrine! The contrast in the Scriptures we 
studied speaks volumes. 
  
 
 


