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John was the Apostle of love but this in no way means he was indecisive 
regarding the truth or that he ignored error and swept it under the proverbial 
carpet! There is no book in the New Testament more purposeful in its attack 
against error than 1 John. 

In 1 John, the apostle seems to confront the erroneous doctrine of Gnosticism. 
The Gnostics claimed “superior knowledge,” and it should be evident that many of 
their relatives are alive and well today. Gnosticism is distinguished by a lack of 
ethics and a haughty intellectualism. 

1 John 1 lays the groundwork for the remainder of the epistle. The Word which 
was with the Father comes to earth, bears witness to the Father, and declares 
eternal life. 

John minces no words in warning, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove 
the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets are gone out into 
the world” (1 John 4:1). The second part of the above verse clearly shows that the 
“spirits” to be proved are the false teachers in the world. One is not to be so naïve 
as to believe every peddler of religious ideas. Teachers of religion are to be put to 
the test or tried even though the modern mind and many in the Lord’s church 
cannot conceive of such. 

Those who desire to be faithful to the Lord are told in no uncertain terms how 
to try the spirits (false teachers in the world). While some argue one cannot know 
or be certain about anything (therefore let all religions exist in peace), the Lord 
said that one “shall know the truth, and the truth shall make [him] free” (John 
8:32). Is one a true follower of the Lord or not? This is a question that must be 
answered, and the Holy Scriptures provide the means by which to test and try all 
religious teaching. There are two things that John emphasizes in testing teachers. 
Let us profit from a study of the criteria John gives. 

“Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesseth that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh is of God: and every spirit that confesseth not Jesus is 
not of God: and this is the spirit of the antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it 
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cometh; and now it is in the world already” (1 John 4:2-3). One should not seek 
to wrestle what John states here from its intended and original context. John is 
simply stating that one who is willing to confess Jesus Christ as the Son of God is 
not a Gnostic. Peter made such a confession when he said, “Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16). Since Peter spoke the truth, the Lord then 
declares that based upon such confession He would build His church (Matt. 16:18).  

One cannot be a Christian without believing in the Deity and Son-ship of 
Christ. Paul wrote,  “For other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11). Each person who embraces Christianity will 
make this confession (Rom. 10:9-10). One who does not believe the truths that the 
Word became flesh (John 1:1, 14), the virgin birth (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:23), His 
sinless life (2 Cor. 5:21), and His death, burial, and resurrection has no claim to 
Christianity.  

This is a basic test of unbelievers as the Lord’s church cannot condone those 
who refuse to believe in Christ as the Messiah and the only begotten of the Father. 

“We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he who is not of God 
heareth us not. By this we know the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error” (1 
John 4:6). One must understand the antecedent of “we” in this scripture. Those 
referenced here were those who had handled, seen, and heard the Word of Life (1 
John 1:1-3). This refers to the apostles who were eyewitnesses of Christ and His 
teaching. John knows the Lord will hear what the apostles have to say as they are 
speaking from God, “being moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:21).  

By extension, the “we” and “heareth us” applies to all today who accept and 
teach the words of the New Testament which were written and spoken by the 
apostles. One who refuses to accept Bible truths has no fellowship with the Father 
or His faithful followers. As John says, “Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not 
in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same 
hath both the Father and the Son. If any one cometh unto you, and bringeth not 
this teaching, receive him not into your house, and give him no greeting: for he 
that giveth him greeting partaketh in his evil works” (2 John 9-11).  

Does one accept the verbal inspiration of the Scriptures? Does one accept the 
Scriptures as the God-breathed Word and final authority in religion? 
Denominational doctrine and traditions of men will collapse when put to the test 
with the Word of God. One can know whether one is teaching truth or error by 
comparing such teaching with the Word of God! 
  
 
 


