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Paul and Silas were having tremendous success in proclaiming God’s Word in 
the Jewish synagogue at Thessalonica. When great numbers of Gentiles began to 
obey the gospel, the jealous and hard hearted Jews set their minds to stir up trouble 
among the people. To keep trouble at a minimum for the new converts, Paul and 
Silas traveled under the cover of darkness to Beroea (Acts 17:1-10). 

The next recorded words in this section of Scripture prove the importance of 
attitude and how very different it is for human beings to possess an attitude that 
benefits all people and glorifies God. It would be of tremendous worth to society if 
every human being had the mindset of the Beroean’s but unfortunately such is not 
the case. Upon arriving in Beroea, Paul and Silas went to the synagogue of the 
Jews to teach. The Bible then says, “Now these were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of the mind, 
examining the Scriptures daily, whether these things were so” (Acts 17:11).  

What is the distinguishing trait that set the Beroean’s apart from the people of 
Thessalonica? The answer is that they had an open mind toward the Holy 
Scriptures. They were willing to receive the inspired Word and carefully meditate 
upon the truths that were taught. How different this attitude is from those who 
allow bias, prejudice, and preconceived ideas to blind them to the truth! 

Coffman has these worthwhile comments on Acts 17:11: 
  
The Bereans were "more noble" than others. In what way? "They were more 
noble minded, not in the fictitious nobility of earth, but in their generous 
sympathies of piety and humanity with the divine will." One of the epic 
principles in evidence here is that even the word of an apostle is properly 
studied and verified in the light of the Bible, the same being not the word of 
men, but of God. In these days when religious people are solicited to accept 
the word of so-called "successors" to the apostles regardless of obvious 
conflict with the sacred Scriptures, the example of these Bereans has an 
amazing relevance. Any teaching, even that of a genuine apostle, to say 
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nothing of alleged "successors," that fails to harmonize with the Bible is to 
be rejected. 
  
The disposition of mind of these noble Beroean’s is essential to saving one’s 

soul. The proper attitude to have toward God’s Word is highlighted throughout the 
book of Acts. Let us profit from studying others who were noble in their reception 
and study of the Holy Scriptures. 

Three Thousand Souls On Pentecost! A great crowd had gathered in 
Jerusalem on Pentecost from some fifteen nations and were privileged to hear Peter 
preach the gospel (Acts 2:5-11). His sermon made it abundantly clear that Joel’s 
prophecy was being fulfilled (Joel 2:28-32) and that the Jesus the Jews had 
crucified was “both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). Many wanted to know what 
they must do to be saved and Peter said, “Repent ye, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (v. 38). Those among the crowd who had a 
noble mind responded to truth as these words attest: “They then that received his 
word were baptized: and there were added unto them in that day about three 
thousand souls” (v. 41). Truth was easily understood by those who were diligently 
searching for it. One who does not have a noble mind will never receive the Word 
of God and willingly obey it! 

The Ethiopian Eunuch! The noble spirit of the Beroean’s is seen in this 
“eunuch of great authority under Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was over 
all her treasure, who had come to Jerusalem to worship; and he was returning and 
sitting in his chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah” (Acts 8:27-28). He 
desired a better understanding of the Scripture he was reading. He wanted to know 
more about God’s Word. The eunuch besought Philip to sit with him and guide 
him in his study of the Scriptures. “And Philip opened his mouth, and beginning 
from this Scripture, preached unto him Jesus” (v. 35).  

What does it mean to preach Jesus? One thing we know — it means that one 
must be taught the gospel plan of salvation. After Philip preached Jesus to the 
eunuch, these are the next recorded words: “And as they went on the way, they 
came unto a certain water; and the eunuch saith, Behold, here is water; what doth 
hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thy heart, thou 
mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 
And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they both went down into the 
water, both Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him” (vss. 36-38). The eunuch 
did not argue or resist the command to be baptized for remission of his sins. 
Neither did he declare that he was saved when he accepted Jesus Christ as his 
personal Savior and therefore did not need to be baptized.  

Philip goes to Samaria “and proclaimed unto them the Christ” (Acts 8:5). 
Again, what does it mean to preach Christ? Acts 8:12 answers in saying, “But 
when they believed Philip preaching good tidings concerning the kingdom of God 
and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.” 

Apollos, Mighty In The Scriptures! Although an eloquent man and mighty in 
God’s Word, Apollos knew only the baptism of John at a time when it had been 
replaced with the baptism of the Lord. Priscilla and Aquila heard him and called 



him aside to teach him the truth. Apollos was not offended by such teaching as he 
had a noble mind regarding the Word of God (Acts 18:24-26). This attitude saved 
Apollos and the same attitude today would keep millions of souls from the fate of 
eternal torment! 

A noble mind will not allow education, relatives, position, or friends to stand in 
the way of readily receiving God’s truths! 
  
 
 


