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Jeremiah understands that Judah’s punishment is deserved and just, but his heart 
still aches in compassion for his people (Jer. 8:18). The consequences of sin are 
severe, and this is why God’s truths must faithfully be sounded forth to all 
mankind. The trustworthy prophet of old did not draw back from warning against 
the consequences of sin, and neither will the faithful gospel preacher today! Let us 
observe: 

The Captive’s Cry! “Is not Jehovah in Zion? is not her King in her” (Jer. 
8:19)? The Jews had long trusted in God’s presence in Jerusalem. They also put 
great emphasis on the temple and David’s throne as they would cry, “The temple of 
the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord”  (Jer. 7:4). They convinced 
themselves they could live unrighteous lives and be saved simply because they 
were God’s people and were assembling in the temple.  

Spiritual Israel (the Lord’s church) has not learned the much needed lesson 
from physical Israel (the Jews of old). A child of God cannot live an ungodly and 
immoral life and hope to be saved simply because he is a member of the Lord’s 
church and assembling with the saints on Sunday.  

God’s Inquiry! “Why have they provoked me to anger with their graven 
images, and with foreign vanities” (Jer. 8:19)? Israel commits spiritual suicide as 
she seeks help from her vain imagination and idols fashioned with her own hands.  

One today who trusts in human creeds and considers his ways and thoughts to 
be higher than God’s ways and thoughts (cf. Isa. 55:9) will provoke God to anger.  

The Sad Reply! “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not 
saved” (Jer. 8:20). There is disappointment and despair in the voice of the people. 
Their cistern of hope holds no water. The people were depending on an abundant 
harvest and now they are faced with a famine. This is a spiritual famine that has 
been self-induced. Coffman comments on this reply of the Jews as follows: 

  
It simply means that the last opportunity for Israel to repent and turn to the 
Lord has already slipped away. The harvest mentioned here is the one that 
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came in the early summer in the months of April through June. The 
summer's being ended is a reference to the approach of autumn and the end 
of the final harvest of the year. There will be nothing more for another year. 
This stands as a metaphor for the termination of all of Israel's lost 
opportunities. In the meanwhile, the winter of God's judgment was coming 
swiftly upon them (Commentary on Jeremiah). 
  
  
Judah, like the five foolish virgins (Matt. 25:10), finds her door of opportunity 

has closed. An evil heart of unbelief will always lead to mourning and darkness! 
A Broken Heart! “For the hurt of the daughter of my people am I hurt: I 

mourn; dismay hath taken hold on me” (Jer. 8:21). The KJV adds these words: “I 
am black.” This verse demonstrates how concerned and caring Jeremiah was for 
his people. He did not desire for them to be without hope and lost. His being 
“black” would symbolize his mourning. Women have often dressed in black to 
demonstrate their sorrow for the loss of a husband. 

A gospel preacher today should always be sorrowful at the apostasy of the 
church. It hurts to see the Lord’s people deceived and traveling the broad way that 
leads to destruction (Matt. 7:13). As the Lord said, “Beware of false prophets, who 
come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves” (Matt. 7:15).  

The Balm and The Physician! “Is there no balm in Gilead? is there no 
physician there” (Jer. 8:22a)? Gilead, a city east of Judah and the Jordan was 
known for its medicine. The balm, an aromatic gum, or resin (Gen. 37:25; 43:11) 
was believed to have healing properties and was used for medicinal purposes. 
Wayne Jackson comments on the above questions in this manner: 

  
Figuratively speaking, a healing remedy was so near — yet so far. Why had 
Judah not been healed? Because the sickness is of the soul, and she sought 
not the Great Physician (Jeremiah and Lamentations, p. 25).  
  
Robert Taylor answers these questions in saying: 
Is there no balm, no physician? Yes, there are but Judah had rejected both 
balm (God’s truth) and the physician (Jehovah). There could be no spiritual 
recovery when both the medicine and its Dispenser (Deity) had been 
adamantly rejected and forthrightly refused. Today our balm is the gospel; 
our physician is the Christ. Too many want no part of either Him or His 
balm. This is sad; it is immeasurable sad (Studies In Jeremiah and 
Lamentations, p. 76). 
  
The sting of the Devil (sin) can only be healed today by the balm (gospel, truth, 

words) of the Lord Jesus Christ. One who rejects the words of the Savior (John 
12:48) and follows a perverted gospel (Gal. 1:6-9) will find there is no other balm 
or physician that can save.  

The Stinging Rebuke! “Why then is not the health of the daughter of my 
people recovered” (Jer. 8:22b)? The needed balm and the correct Physician was 
available. The Jews, however, had rejected the only means of recovery. 



Why are so many today lost and not saved? Why is the spiritual health of so 
many people so terrible? Has the saving gospel lost its power to save (Rom. 1:16)? 
Absolutely not! Has the Great Physician ceased to care about the souls of men? 
No, for we read, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock: if any man hear my voice 
and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me” 
(Rev. 3:20). In 1 Timothy 2:4, we are told that God “would have all men to be 
saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth.” 

It is thus up to man to receive the Word of God and obey it (Acts 2:41). Is there 
no balm in Gilead? Yes, there is, and one can be thankful it is available today to all 
that live in this world! 
  
 
 


