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The following prayer occurred January 23, 1996 and was harshly criticized by 
several within the Democratic Party. Why? The answer is because truth always 
exposes the foolishness and sin of exalting man’s wisdom over God’s wisdom. 
Twenty-one years have passed and our country’s moral climate has not improved 
— it has steadily grown worse!  

Joe Wright, a preacher from the Central Christian Church, was privileged to 
lead a prayer at the State House in Topeka, Kansas. Here is the prayer that aroused 
the indignation of members of the State House: 

  
We come before you today to ask Your forgiveness and seek your direction 
and guidance. We know Your Word says, “Woe to those who call evil 
good,” but that is exactly what we have done. We have lost our spiritual 
equilibrium and inverted our values. We confess that: 
  
We have ridiculed the absolute truth of Your Word and called it moral 
pluralism; 
We have worshipped other gods and called it multiculturalism; 
We have endorsed perversion and called it an alternative lifestyle; 
We have exploited the poor and called it lottery; 
We have neglected the needy and called it self-preservation; 
We have rewarded laziness and called it welfare; 
We have killed our unborn and called it choice; 
We have shot abortionists and called it justifiable; 
We have neglected to discipline our children and called it building esteem; 
We have abused power and called it political savvy; 
We have coveted our neighbor’s possessions and called it ambition; 
We have polluted the air with profanity and pornography and called it 
freedom of expression; 
We have ridiculed the time honored values of our forefathers and called it 
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enlightenment. 
Search us, O God, and know our hearts today; try us and see if there be some 
wicked way in us; cleanse us from every sin and set us free. 
Guide and bless the men and women who have been sent here by the people 
of Kansas, and who have been ordained by You, to govern this great state. 
Grant them Your wisdom to rule and may their decisions direct us to the 
center of Your will. 
I ask it in the name of Your Son, the living Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
  
It is documented that several members of the Democratic Party were 

tremendously upset. One walked out of the House in protest. Three others took the 
time to give speeches highly critical of Wright’s prayer. House Minority Leader 
Tom Sawyer said that the prayer “reflects the extreme, radical views that continue 
to dominate the House Republican agenda of right-wing extremists.” Another 
stated that Wright made everyone mad. [Source: Snopes.com] 

Since there was much anger about and charges made against Wright’s prayer, 
let’s compare his points with the Word of God. 
• “...thy word is truth” (John 17:17). “...let God be found true, but every man a 

liar...”  (Rom. 3:4). Man says you cannot know absolute truth. Is that absolute? 
• God has always condemned idolatry (Exo. 20:3; Col. 3:5). The fruit of humanism 

is that men become their own gods. 
• A perverse person is an abomination to God (Prov. 3:32). Fornication and 

adultery are sins (1 Cor. 6:9). Homosexuality is an abomination (Lev. 20:13; 
Rom. 1:26-27). 

• Gambling has always wrecked havoc with the poor as they squander what little 
they have in their greed to become rich (Exo. 20:17; Heb. 13:5). 

• The legitimate needy are to be cared for (Prov. 14:31; Jam. 1:27) and the lazy are 
not to eat (2 Thess. 3:10).  

• The shedding of innocent blood (what is more innocent than the unborn’s blood) 
is an abomination before God (Prov. 6:17). 

• Murder is wrong (Gen. 6:9; Exo. 20:13; Rom. 13:9). 
• God demands that our children be disciplined (Prov. 13:24; Eph. 6:4). 
• God demands that power not be abused and that He be exalted above the nations 

(Psa. 9:20; 46:10). 
• God never intended for people to covet (Exo. 20:17; Rom. 13:9). 
• Profanity and pornography are degrading and demeaning (Eph. 4:29; Matt. 5:28; 

Eph. 2:3). 
• The time honored values of our forefathers being ridiculed speaks volumes about 

past and present — the faithless leaders today are doing their best to undermine 
and destroy what has made this country great. 

  
Those angry with Joe Wright were really angry at God’s truths! Isn’t it amazing 

that one is labeled as a right wing extremist if he believes in the Word of God? The 
rebellion against God has made our country weaker and more sinful. And, of 
course, non-believers and modernists today consider it absolute extremism to 



believe that “righteousness exalteth a nation; but sin is a reproach to any people” 
(Prov. 14:34).  

It is indeed the case that a controversy rages today from what so many evil 
doers and worldly minded pleasure seekers consider to be politically correct. The 
Word of God, however, always has the final say. And, inspired revelation says, 
“...let God be found true, but every man a liar…” (Rom. 3:4)! 
  
 
 


