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There are people today who believe it is obligatory to keep certain Bible 
commands but not obligatory to keep all Bible commands. This “pick and choose” 
mentality affects the majority of people in the religious world today. They 
evidently believe that their wisdom is greater than God’s wisdom. It is not 
uncommon to hear, “That command is old and simply will not work in today’s 
society.” What a travesty to claim to believe God and then refuse to obey Him 
(Luke 6:46)! 

Let us note a command with which almost all of the mainstream 
denominational religious world would agree. It is the command to love God and 
one another. John records, “These things I command you, that ye may love one 
another” (15:17). The Old Testament declares, “and thou shalt love Jehovah thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might” (Deut. 6:5). 
The command is stated again in the New Testament to the lawyer as Jesus said, 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind” (Matt. 22:37). Even though most religious groups preach and 
teach on love, they fail miserably in its application. If one truly loves (agape love) 
his fellowman, he will tell and teach him the truth. This means proclaiming God’s 
Word instead of some man-made creed! If one truly loves God, he will “keep [his] 
commandments” (John 14:15). Even though denominational religious bodies claim 
to love God and their fellowman, their failure to fully obey the teachings of the 
New Testament proves otherwise! 

Let us note and learn from some simple Bible commands: 
“And Jehovah God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden 

thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 
not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 
2:16-17). It only required two verses to teach Adam he could freely eat of all of the 
trees in the garden except one. He could eat of the forbidden tree, but not with 
God’s approval. Disobedience would eventually bring both spiritual and physical 
death (cf. Rom. 5:12). People today tend to believe that disobedience to God’s 
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word is no big deal. Jehovah begs to disagree and has mercifully warned, “For the 
wages of sin is death . . .” (Rom. 6:23). 

“Make thee an ark of gopher wood…” (Gen. 6:14). Could Noah make the ark 
as he pleased? No, God gave a pattern by which Noah was to adhere.  He was to 
use “pitch...within and without” (v. 14). The length was to be 300 cubits, the 
breadth 50 cubits, and the height 30 cubits (v. 15). A “window” or “light” was to 
be made, one door was to be placed in the side of the ark, and it was to have a 
“lower, second, and third [story]” (v. 16). Noah truly loved and respected God. 
How do we know? The Scripture says, “Thus did Noah; according to all that God 
commanded him, so did he” (Gen. 6:22). Noah did not obey some of God’s 
commands, but all of His commands. Nothing less would be loving God! Loving 
God is not obeying His commands with which we agree! 

“The times of ignorance therefore God overlooked; but now he commandeth 
men that they should all everywhere repent” (Acts 17:30). How many people say, 
“I’m just going to roll the dice and take my chances?” This means they have 
decided to continue to live in sin while hoping all will end well. It won’t! It is 
spiritual suicide! Repentance precedes salvation as the Bible clearly teaches, 
“Repent ye therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out …” (Acts 
3:19). As the Lord mercifully warns: It is “repent or perish” (Luke 13:3). 

“And Peter said unto them, Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). Three thousand who gladly believed and obeyed 
were added to the Lord’s church (Acts 2:41, 47). Most religious groups today teach 
that one does not have to be baptized (immersed) to be saved. God’s Word, 
however, says that baptism is for or unto the remission of sins. Ananias told Saul 
of Tarsus, “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy 
sins, calling on his name” (Acts 22:16). Can one be saved (at the point of belief) 
while in his sins and without washing them away? Obviously not! Does one love 
God who teaches that baptism has nothing to do with one’s salvation or the 
washing away of sins? The answer is “No!” 

The Bible also instructs that one must be “baptized into Christ” in order to “put 
on Christ” (Gal. 3:27). J. Noel Merideth, in his Commentary on Galatians, pp. 
129-130,  notes that the “student should notice the change of tenses from verse 26 
to verse 27. Verse 26 says ‘ye are’ and is present tense. So ye are (present tense) all 
sons of God through faith. But notice the change in tense in verse 27. Verse 27 
says, “For as many of you as were BAPTIZED (the aorist tense denotes a single 
act in the past) is past tense. Paul says ‘Ye are’ (present tense) children of God and 
that is because ‘you were baptized’ (past tense). A person is a child of God by the 
gospel, only if he is in Christ. But he is in Christ only if he has been previously 
baptized into him. Therefore, the only way that it can be said that ‘ye are a child of 
God’ is for it to be said of you that ‘you were baptized.’ Ye are sons of God 
because ye were baptized.” 

“And whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Col. 3:17). The command is 
to do all we do in the name of the Lord. This does not mean that one can merely 
give lip service by simply saying the name of Jesus. It does not mean that one does 



whatever he desires and claims it was done in the name of Christ. It does mean to 
do all things with and by the authority of Christ. Unless an act has been 
authorized in His Word, it cannot be done in His name! 

May we choose to obey and respect not only some, but all Bible commands! 
  
 
 


