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The devil is not a myth or a figment of one’s imagination. He is the prince of 
darkness and his name (diabolos) means false accuser or slanderer (Strong’s 
Greek/Hebrew Definitions). The word “Satan” is defined as meaning “the prince of 
evil spirits, the inveterate adversary of God and of Christ” (Thayer’s Greek 
Lexicon). He is a formidable and wicked foe of all mankind whose everlasting goal 
is to seek and destroy souls. Peter warns of the devil with these words: “Be sober, 
be watchful: your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8).  

The difference between God and the devil is the difference between light and 
darkness. God is good and holy while the devil is unholy and totally depraved. 
While it is “impossible for God to lie” (Heb. 6:18), it is impossible for the devil to 
speak the entire truth. The devil will use part truth mixed with part lie as he knows 
such a mixture qualifies as a lie and will deceive and lead souls astray (something 
some of our brethren have not learned or ignore). The remarks of the Lord to the 
unbelieving Jews of Jerusalem should serve as sufficient warning. Christ said: “Ye 
are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father it is your will to do. He was 
a murderer from the beginning, and standeth not in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and 
the father thereof” (John 8:44).  

Satan is engaged in a full court press to ensnare the soul of the faithful child of 
God. The devil is not that concerned with those who are not Christians or those 
who are apostate Christians and living worldly lives. The reason such is true is 
because these two groups of people are lost — already in bondage to Satan and 
engaged in his service! People recoil at such a thought, but the Lord clearly teaches 
that one is either with Him or against Him (Matt. 12:30). There is no middle 
ground that is safe as one either chooses to travel the broad and wide way that 
leads to destruction or the strait and narrow way that leads to eternal life (Matt. 
7:13-14). In view of such, the Lord admonishes people to beware of the devil and 
“of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravening 
wolves” (Matt. 7:15).  
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The warning from Deity is straightforward and clear: “Be sober, be watchful: 
your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). Yet, in spite of such a concerned and loving warning, most 
folks choose to ignore the Word of God which is the only thing that can free the 
soul from the bondage of sin (John 8:32) and its wages of death (Rom. 6:23). 

The devil knew from the beginning that he had to undermine the Word of God 
in order to be successful in destroying the souls of men. God did not leave Adam 
and Eve in the garden without a law with which to comply. “And Jehovah God 
commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the 
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 2:16-17). There is nothing 
difficult to understand regarding God’s law given to Adam and Eve. They were 
privileged to eat of every tree in the garden except one — “the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.”  

Satan now approaches Eve in the form of a serpent and says, “Yea, hath God 
said, Ye shall not eat of any tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the 
serpent, Of the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat: but of the fruit of the 
tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, 
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall 
not surely die: for God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes 
shall be opened, and ye shall be as God, knowing good and evil” (Gen. 3:1-5).  

Keep in mind that in regard to eating of the forbidden tree God said, “thou shalt 
surely die,” while Satan said, “ye shall not surely die” (emph., MLW). This 
should be ample evidence as to how essential it is for one to refrain from “adding 
to” or “taking from” the Word of God (Deut. 4:2; Rev. 22:18-19). This lesson has 
not been learned, however, as man-made religious creeds abound while unpopular 
verses of the New Testament are ignored and declared to be obsolete and no longer 
applicable to today’s society. 

Satan’s plan was to cause Eve to doubt God’s Word. One is in great trouble the 
moment he begins to rely on his or another’s wisdom while failing to trust in a 
“thus saith the Lord!” The critical question is always this: “Do we believe God, 
and does God always mean what He says?” 

The Holy Scriptures are inspired — God breathed (2 Tim. 3:16). God’s Word is 
truth (John 17:17) and not a product of man’s mind (2 Pet. 1:20-21). It is 
“impossible for God to lie” (Heb. 6:18). While man may change his mind or his 
thinking regarding a matter such is not true with God. An eternal attribute of God 
is: “For I, Jehovah, change not” (Mal. 3:6).  

People today tend to believe that it really does not matter what one believes as 
long as he is sincere. This allows one to comfortably follow his opinion regarding 
which church to attend and how to worship. Such thinking, however, is the devil’s 
lie. The Savior left no room for man’s feelings and opinions when He said: “He 
that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the 
word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day” (Jn. 12:48). Our trust 
should not be in Satan, human wisdom, or personal feelings or wishes. May our 
trust be rooted in the inspired, inerrant, infallible Word! 
  



 
 
 


