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As has been stated so many times before, one must study God’s Word (2 Tim. 
2:15) to understand it. It will not be the case that you lie down to sleep one night 
and wake up knowing more about the Holy Scriptures. Neither does “I just 
believe” mean that one has an understanding of the Bible! All accountable people 
are required to lay up the Word of God in their minds so as not to commit sin (Psa. 
119:11). Without God’s revelation in the Holy Scriptures, one would know little 
(and not nearly enough) about the broad way that leads to destruction and the strait 
way that leads to eternal life (Matt. 7:13-14). It would be impossible to know what 
to do to be saved and how to worship and serve God. One would know nothing of 
the Lord’s church. Even with God’s revelation now complete (2 Tim. 3:16-17) and 
readily available (Bible), one must diligently study to understand God’s truths! 

Hebrews 10:26-29 declares: 
  
For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, 
there remaineth no more a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful 
expectation of judgment, and a fierceness of fire which shall devour the 
adversaries. A man that hath set at nought Moses' law dieth without 
compassion on the word of two or three witnesses: of how much sorer 
punishment, think ye, shall he be judged worthy, who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant wherewith 
he was sanctified an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of 
grace? 
  
Calvin’s false doctrine of perseverance of the saints or impossibility of apostasy 

has deceived many people in spite of Bible teaching to the contrary such as the 
above Scriptures. Adam Clarke rightly commented on Hebrews 10:26-29 as 
follows: 

  
If we deliberately, for fear of persecution or from any other motive, 
renounce the profession of the Gospel and the Author of that Gospel, after 
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having received the knowledge of the truth so as to be convinced that Jesus 
is the promised Messiah, and that he had sprinkled our hearts from an evil 
conscience; for such there remaineth no sacrifice for sins; for as the Jewish 
sacrifices are abolished, as appears by the declaration of God himself in Ps 
40, and Jesus being now the only sacrifice which God will accept, those who 
reject him have none other; therefore their case must be utterly without 
remedy. This is the meaning of the apostle, and the case is that of a 
deliberate apostate — one who has utterly rejected Jesus Christ and his 
atonement, and renounced the whole Gospel system. It has nothing to do 
with backsliders in our common use of that term. A man may be overtaken 
in a fault, or he may deliberately go into sin, and yet neither renounce the 
Gospel, nor deny the Lord that bought him. His case is dreary and 
dangerous, but it is not hopeless; no case is hopeless but that of the 
deliberate apostate, who rejects the whole Gospel system, after having been 
saved by grace, or convinced of the truth of the Gospel. To him there 
remaineth no more sacrifice for sin; for there was but the ONE, Jesus, and 
this he has utterly rejected. 
  
There are brethren who believe they have no hope of salvation because in the 

heat of the moment they purposely engaged in what they knew to be sinful. Such a 
belief may haunt their minds until they die, or may contribute to them abandoning 
the faith. A careful study of Hebrews 10:26 and all other Scriptures on sin and 
forgiveness should especially convince members of the Lord’s church that yielding 
to a known sinful act in a moment of weakness is not the willful sin the writer of 
Hebrews is describing.  

It is helpful to keep in mind what some of the Hebrew brethren had done and 
what others were about to do. These brethren were being tempted to forsake the 
faith, the gospel system. They were renouncing Christ for Moses, and rejecting 
New Testament Christianity for abolished Judaism (Eph. 2:15).  

One cannot reject Christ and go to Heaven. One cannot reject the Word of 
Christ and save his soul. One cannot reject the Lord’s church and go to Heaven. 
The willful sin of Hebrews 10 is to turn against the Lord, His Word, and His 
church and by so doing reject the only means of salvation! 

Those who continue to reject the only means of their salvation will one day hear 
these words, “Depart from me, ye cursed, into the eternal fire which is prepared 
for the devil and his angels” (Matt. 25:41). Jesus has made it known to all that He 
is “the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by me” 
(John 14:6).  

Do not commit the willful sin of turning your back on the Lord and abandoning 
the faith for in none other is there the possibility of sacrifice for sin (Acts 4:12). 
  
 
 


