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People should avoid speculation about religious matters, but most folks place 
more confidence in their feelings, thoughts, and opinions than they do in the Word 
of God. The cost for doing such is the loss of the soul. Jeremiah, God’s faithful 
mouthpiece to Israel, said, “O Jehovah, I know that the way of man is not in 
himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps” (10:23). Nothing has 
changed under the New Covenant that would allow man to successfully worship 
and serve God without having access to divine guidance (the Holy Scriptures). It 
was the Lord who warned, “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, 
hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the 
last day” (John 12:48).  

An eternal principle is this: “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and light unto my 
path” (Psa. 119:105). Barnes comments on this verse as follows: 

 [Thy word is a lamp unto my feet] The Hebrew word means a light, lamp, 
candle. The idea is, that the word of God is like a torch or lamp to a man in a 
dark night. It shows him the way; it prevents his stumbling over obstacles, or 
failing down precipices, or wandering off into paths which would lead into 
danger, or would turn him away altogether from the path to life. 
[And a light unto my path] The same idea substantially is presented here. It 
is a light which shines on the road that a man treads, so that he may see the 
path, and that he may see any danger which may be in his path. The 
expression is very beautiful, and is full of instruction. He who makes the 
word of God his guide, and marks its teachings, is in the right way. He will 
clearly see the path. He will be able to mark the road in which he ought to 
go, and to avoid all those by-paths which would lead him astray. He will see 
where those by-roads turn off from the main path-often at a very small 
angle, and so that there seems to be no divergence. He will see any 
obstruction which may lie in his path; any declivity or precipice which may 
be near, and down which, in a dark night, one might fall. Man needs such a 
guide, and the Bible is such a guide. 
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Some people claim special revelation from God. They allege that God has 

spoken directly to them or that they have received a vision from God instructing 
them to worship or act in a certain way. God says, however, that His Word is final, 
authoritative, and complete. Why will people believe in the claims of men while 
rejecting a “thus saith the Lord?” The Scriptures affirm: 

  
2 Tim. 3:16-17 Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in 
righteousness. That the man of God may be complete, furnished completely 
unto every good work. 
Jude 3 Beloved, while I was giving all diligence to write unto you of our 
common salvation, I was constrained to write unto you exhorting you to 
contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered unto the 
saints. 
Rev. 22:18-19 I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the 
prophecy of this book, if any man shall add unto them, God shall add unto 
him the plagues which are written in this book: and if any man shall take 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his 
part from the tree of life, and out of the holy city, which are written in this 
book. 
Some people today claim they have experienced “out of body” occurrences that 

has placed them in Heaven or in God’s presence. Have people not considered the 
fact that those who died and were raised from the dead during the age of miracles 
never commented on what they saw or heard? In a book entitled “Early Writings,” 
Ellen G. White in chapter two describes her alleged visit to Heaven 
(www.ellenwhite.com). It should be noted that her claim is published two years 
after the Great Advent disappointment of 1844. She claimed she saw the ark of 
God and a special halo encompassing the fourth commandment. It was also 
revealed to her, of course, that the “Sabbath was not nailed to the cross.” One must 
simply try and forget that the apostle Paul and inspired writer of Ephesians 
declares, “For he is our peace, who made both one, and brake down the middle 
wall of partition, having abolished in the flesh the enmity, even the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances; that he might create in himself of the two 
one new man, so making peace; and might reconcile them both in one body unto 
God through the cross, having slain the enmity thereby” (2:14-16). One may 
choose to believe either the inspired words of an apostle or the lies of Ellen G. 
White and the Seventh-Day Adventist church! 

Any student of God’s Word will recall that the apostle Paul was “caught up 
into Paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to 
utter”  (2 Cor. 12:4). Is it not amazing that Paul could not reveal his experience in 
the heavenly realm but Ellen G. White can reveal her so-called experience to the 
world? But, then, it has already been established that God’s Word is complete and 
final with no new revelation forthcoming. 

Lazarus, a beloved friend of the Lord, died and was raised from the dead. There 
is, however, no report from Lazarus about what he thought (his soul was alive) or 



saw during his death. People always wonder if those who have passed from this 
life are aware of what their friends and loved ones on earth are doing. The rich 
man of Luke 16 was keenly aware of how his brothers were living before he died, 
but it is not implied or stated that he knew what was happening in their lives after 
his death. It is reasonable to conclude that those who pass from this life do not 
know what is taking place in the lives of those left behind. 

God has revealed to us what He would have us to believe and teach. This 
revelation is the inspired Scriptures, the Holy Bible, or the Word of God. The 
writer of Hebrews is clear in stating, “God, having of old time spoken unto the 
fathers in the prophets by divers portions and in divers manners, hath at the end of 
these days spoken unto us in his Son…” (1:1-2). The Holy Spirit came and brought 
to the apostle’s remembrance all Christ had taught them (John 14:26). The Holy 
Spirit guided the apostles “into all the truth” and declared unto them “the things 
that are to come” (John 16:13). The Bible and only the Bible has the answer to 
religious matters! 
  
 
 


