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   The Bible is the most important book one will ever study. Many people, 
however, will read and study any book that has the words “Holy Bible” inscribed 
upon it. A word of caution is therefore needed. God’s Word must be translated 
accurately in order to be of benefit to mankind. A paraphrase, “thought 
translation,” or dynamic equivalent is not the inspired (God breathed) Word.  

One has the obligation to make certain he is reading and studying a reputable 
translation of the Holy Scriptures. To add to or take from God’s Word is to have 
more or have less than He taught. One should desire to have exactly what God 
intended for man to have. 

Jehovah provided the human race with all revelation He intended it to have. No 
additional information is needed or will be forthcoming. Paul taught, “Every 
scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction which is in righteousness. That the man of God may be 
complete, furnished completely unto every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). And, 
Peter affirmed, “seeing that his divine power hath granted unto us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that called us by his 
own glory and virtue” (2 Pet. 1:3). One is therefore either deluded or an intentional 
liar that claims he has been given special revelation from God! 

“God is no respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34). Such being true, every person 
has access to all revelation from God — the Holy Scriptures. God has given no 
man more or less information than another. This is a dagger in the heart to the Pope 
who claims to speak ex cathedra or some titled theologian who claims to have 
special Holy Spirit insight to God’s Word. “The faith”  [the gospel or Word of 
God] has been “once for all delivered” to man (Jude 3). 

 Coffman comments on this verse as follows: 
Once for all delivered … The use of the Greek word (hapax) carries the 
meaning of "once only and forever." The gospel delivered to mankind was 
not a piecemeal revelation, "here a little and there a little" as in the Old 
Testament, but the full message in its entirety and completeness as delivered 
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through Christ to the apostles. The word (Greek: hapax) is the same as in 
such New Testament expressions as "appointed to man once to die," "Christ 
offered himself once," etc. … Russell's comment on this phrase was: "The 
gospel was delivered not in part, but as a complete whole." There is hardly 
any other message of the New Testament that has greater relevance for our 
own times than this. The revelation of Christ through the apostles is 
complete, inviolate, sufficient, eternal, immutable, and not subject to any 
change whatever. 
  
Let us study two verses of Scripture that clearly depicts our obligation and 

responsibility regarding God’s Word. These verses are: 
  
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needed not to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). The ASV says “Give 
diligence to present thyself” and “handling aright the word of truth.” There are 
three noteworthy truths in the above verse. First, one must study to show himself 
approved by God. Those who believe they will obtain the Lord’s approval without 
dedicated and diligent Bible study are sadly mistaken. The majority of those who 
are convinced they will reside in Heaven throughout eternity give only lip-service 
to God’s Word. They are familiar with only a very small part of the Bible (because 
of lack of study) and when confronted with Scriptures that contradict their feelings 
and man-made creeds they refuse to believe the Word of God. One cannot obey or 
teach that which he does not know. And, one cannot know who will not honestly 
receive the word of God into their mind! 

Second, one must study God’s Word to prevent being ashamed. One may drift 
through this life in a contented and happy state of mind while ignorant of the 
Scriptures, but the Day of Judgment will bring embarrassment and shame. The 
Lord will render “vengeance to them that know not God, and to them that obey not 
the gospel…” 2 Thess. 1:8).  

Third, one must rightly divide or handle aright the Holy Scriptures. No person 
today is guided by Patriarchal or Mosaical Law. God speaks today only through 
His Son (Heb. 1:1-2), and the Old Law and all of its ordinances were taken out of 
the way (Eph. 2:14-16) to make way for the New Covenant (Heb. 8:7-8, 13; 9:15-
17).  

Miracles were to last until “that which is perfect is come” (1 Cor. 13:10). “That 
which is perfect” is completed revelation — the entire Word of God. Christians are 
now able “to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered unto 
the saints” (Jude 3). Miracles were to confirm the Word, and we now have the 
completed Word (Mark 16:20). The miraculous or supernatural is now no longer 
needed and this is why Paul taught the Corinthians, “but whether (there be) 
prophecies, they shall be done away; whether (there be) tongues, they shall cease; 
whether (there be) knowledge, it shall be done away”  (1 Cor. 13:8). May we 
always exercise care in rightly dividing the word of God! 

“But sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord: being ready always to give 
answer to every man that asketh you a reason concerning the hope that is in you, 
yet with meekness and fear” (1 Pet. 3:15). How can one obey this command if he 



does not know the Holy Scriptures? Many people readily admit, “I did not know 
that particular verse or teaching was in the Bible.” What a commentary of one’s 
priorities! Why would one not know? The answer — no quality study time devoted 
to searching the Scriptures!  

God was obligated to reveal His will to man if He desired that man obey Him. 
Man has the Bible and must study and obey it if he desires God’s approval and 
access to “a house not made with hands, eternal, in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1b). 

Let us remember that “blessed are they that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled” (Matt. 5:6)! 
  
 
 


