
 
 

 
 
 
 

  We noted in last week’s article the noble and unifying concept of speaking 
where the Bible speaks and remaining silent where the Bibl
principle recognizes God’s authority in sacred matters and leaves no authority for 
human wisdom and man

Enemies of and those who have been misinformed about the Lord’s church are 
determined to credit Alexander Campbell as the
This claim demonstrates outright ignorance of the goal of the restoration 
movement. Neither Campbell nor Stone sought to build or establish a church 
both men turned to the Word of God to recognize and restore New Testame
Christianity!

The following information until otherwise noted comes from Leroy 
Brownlow’s book entitled 
#11, pp. 75

It is evident from history that Alexander Campbell was not the founder of any 
church. The movement to restore primitive Christianity to the world was under 
way before he ever came to America. He severed his connections with creed
bound, human churches to be a Christian only. He supported the restoration 
movement by preaching, writing an
put the plea before the people as no other restorer had done. This was all that was 
needed for it to grow. Members of human churches walked out by the scores to be 
undenominational Christians. Some sectarian p
in partyism than truth, stigmatized the movement as Campbellism and called it the 
Campbellite Church, hoping to arouse prejudice against the plea.

It is only fair and just that we note the words of Alexander Campbell in r
the question, 

“It is a nickname of reproach invented and adopted by those who views, 
feelings, and desires are all sectarian; who cannot conceive of Christianity in any 
other light than an ism. These isms are
them, as they as the intended reproaches of those who originate and apply them. 
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put the plea before the people as no other restorer had done. This was all that was 
needed for it to grow. Members of human churches walked out by the scores to be 
undenominational Christians. Some sectarian preachers, however, more interested 
in partyism than truth, stigmatized the movement as Campbellism and called it the 
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them, as they as the intended reproaches of those who originate and apply them. 

 
Marvin L. Weir

 

Denominationalism # 3Denominationalism # 3Denominationalism # 3Denominationalism # 3

We noted in last week’s article the noble and unifying concept of speaking 
where the Bible speaks and remaining silent where the Bibl
principle recognizes God’s authority in sacred matters and leaves no authority for 

Enemies of and those who have been misinformed about the Lord’s church are 
determined to credit Alexander Campbell as the founder of the church of Christ. 
This claim demonstrates outright ignorance of the goal of the restoration 
movement. Neither Campbell nor Stone sought to build or establish a church 
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reachers, however, more interested 
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principle recognizes God’s authority in sacred matters and leaves no authority for 

Enemies of and those who have been misinformed about the Lord’s church are 
founder of the church of Christ. 

This claim demonstrates outright ignorance of the goal of the restoration 
movement. Neither Campbell nor Stone sought to build or establish a church 
both men turned to the Word of God to recognize and restore New Testame

The following information until otherwise noted comes from Leroy 
Why I Am A Member Of The Church of Christ 
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ch. The movement to restore primitive Christianity to the world was under 

way before he ever came to America. He severed his connections with creed
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d debating. With his extraordinary ability, he 
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needed for it to grow. Members of human churches walked out by the scores to be 

reachers, however, more interested 
in partyism than truth, stigmatized the movement as Campbellism and called it the 
Campbellite Church, hoping to arouse prejudice against the plea. 
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feelings, and desires are all sectarian; who cannot conceive of Christianity in any 

now the real reproaches of those who adopt 
them, as they as the intended reproaches of those who originate and apply them. 
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It is evident from history that Alexander Campbell was not the founder of any 
ch. The movement to restore primitive Christianity to the world was under 

way before he ever came to America. He severed his connections with creed
bound, human churches to be a Christian only. He supported the restoration 

d debating. With his extraordinary ability, he 
put the plea before the people as no other restorer had done. This was all that was 
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reachers, however, more interested 
in partyism than truth, stigmatized the movement as Campbellism and called it the 
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now the real reproaches of those who adopt 
them, as they as the intended reproaches of those who originate and apply them. 
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Enemies of and those who have been misinformed about the Lord’s church are 
founder of the church of Christ. 
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He that gives them when they are disclaimed, violates the express law of Christ. 
He speaks evil against his brother, and is accounted as a railer or reviler, and 
placed along with haters of God and those who have no lot in the kingdom of 
heaven. They who adopt them out of choice disown the Christ and insult him; for 
they give the honor which is due to him alone to the creature of the Devil; for all 
slander and detractions are of the creation of the Devil. If Christians were wholly 
cast into the mould of the Apostles’ doctrine, they would feel themselves as much 
aggrieved and slandered in being called by any man’s name, as they would in 
being called a thief, a fornicator, or a drunkard…. I have always disclaimed 
everything sectarian; and if the people of the different sects slander me or any of 
those who prefer the scriptures to any human creed, and the kingdom of Jesus the 
Messiah, to any sect; I say, if they slander us with the names and epithets which we 
disavow, they must answer to him who judges righteously. But for ourselves we 
protest against the name, the precepts, and the feelings of any sect or schism in 
Christendom.” (Christian Baptist, pages 451, 452). 

It is evident that the church of Christ is not “just another denomination.” It is 
the church that existed nineteen centuries ago. Every member has been added to it 
by the Lord himself (Acts 2:47) and has stopped there so far as church affiliation is 
concerned. It is undenominational with an unsectarian plea, a plea for the world to 
return to the ancient gospel. 

This ends the quote from Brownlow’s book. Alexander Campbell was born in 
Ireland and possessed a brilliant mind. He was fluent in Greek, Latin, and French. 
He became a Presbyterian preacher who finally questioned the validity of 
sprinkling. Stone and Campbell finally met in 1824 and became friends. 
Campbell’s followers were called “Disciples of Christ,” and Stone’s followers 
were called “Christians.” In 1832 in Lexington, Kentucky these two men’s efforts 
were united for the purpose of restoring New Testament Christianity.  

Other men were also involved in the restoration movement: Benjamin Franklin, 
W.K. Pendleton, Jacob Creath, "Raccoon" John Smith, William Hayden, D.S. 
Burnet, John T. Johnson, Tolbert Fanning, Moses E. Lard, Dr. T.W. Brents, J.A. 
Harding, John F. Rowe, J.W. McGarvey, E.G. Sewell, David Lipscomb (just to 
name a few). The point to note is that none of these men built a church or had a 
church named after them! 

The sole purpose of the restoration movement was to reproduce the church of 
Christ as it is revealed in the New Testament. It has been said many times and in 
different ways that the restoration movement was based upon three propositions: 

(1) God designed a perfect plan and pattern for the church. 
(2) Christ, through the Holy Spirit, revealed such a plan and pattern to His 

chosen apostles. 
(3) The New Testament contains an accurate and complete revelation of this 

pattern as given to the apostles. 
Human creeds by their very nature change the government of the church, the 

name of the church, the mode of immersion, the plan of salvation, and the way of 
worship. All these changes come about because of yielding to human authority. If 
one is honest and sincere, he will accept only the authority of Christ and doing 
such will make useless every religious human creed! 



It was indeed good for men to purpose to “speak where the Bible speaks, and to 
remain silent where the Bible is silent.” It was also wise to declare and agree that if 
creeds contain more or less than the Bible they must be rejected and condemned 
(cf. Deut. 4:2; Rev. 22:18-19). It surely is an “un-get-overable” truth that if a creed 
contains only what is in the Bible — it is not needed! 

Christ has been given all authority in heaven and earth (Matt. 28:18). He has 
revealed to us “all things that pertain unto life and godliness” (2 Pet. 1:3). All 
inspired Scripture is for the purpose of the man of God being “complete, furnished 
completely unto every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). Denominational creeds are 
not needed and are sinful. May we resolve to follow God’s Word as it “is a lamp 
unto [our] feet, and light unto [our] path” (Psa. 119:105)! 
  
 
 


