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  When New Testament Christianity is restored according to the Divine pattern, 
a reformation has not occurred nor has a denomination been established. Certain 
men are sometimes referred to as the founders of the Lord’s church (church of 
Christ), but such allegations are far from the truth. Several men were involved in 
what we will call a “restoration movement,” but their desire was to worship only as 
Christians did in the first century and be members of the Lord’s church. Last 
week’s article proved that it is sinful to divide the Lord’s church for the purpose of 
creating a man-made religious body that follows a man-made creed. 

This study will focus upon several men who wanted to be known only as 
“Christians” and were determined to follow no man-made creed. Most of the 
remainder of this article is taken from reason 11 of Leroy Brownlow’s book 
entitled Why I Am  A Member Of The Church of Christ.  

James O’Kelly and others of North Carolina left the Methodist Church on 
December 25, 1793, and for a time took the name “Republican Methodists.” 
However, in 1801 they resolved to be known as “Christians” only, to acknowledge 
no head over the church but Christ, and to have no creed but the Bible. 

A physician, Dr. Abner Jones of Vermont, a Baptist, preached that partyism 
and sectarian names and creeds should be abolished. In September, 1800, he 
established a church at Lyndon, Vermont. He later established one in Bradford, 
and, in 1803, one in Piermont, New Hampshire. Elias Smith, a Baptist preacher, 
joined Dr. Jones's movement and carried the whole church with him. 

Chester Bullard, severed his connections with the Methodists because he came 
to believe in immersion as the act of baptism. However, he refused immersion 
from the Baptists, not believing in them. Bullard was finally immersed by a friend, 
Landon Duncan, County Assessor. He preached the night after he was baptized, 
and finally established several churches in Virginia. 

The largest restoration movement was led by Barton W. Stone, a prominent 
preacher of Kentucky. Stone was at first a Presbyterian preacher, but his preaching 
was so different from the creed, the Westminster Confession of Faith, that the 
synod at Lexington, Kentucky, excommunicated him and some others. They at first 
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organized themselves into an independent presbytery — Springfield Presbytery. 
About a year later they perceived that such was unscriptural and renounced it. In 
doing this they drew up the famous document, “The Last Will and Testament of the 
Springfield Presbytery,” June 25, 1804. Here are some of the statements from that 
will: 

1. “We will, that this body die, be dissolved and sink into union with the body 
of Christ at large.” 

2. We will, that our name of distinction, with its reverend title, be forgotten.” 
3. “We will, that our power of making laws for the government of the church, 

executing them by delegated authority, forever cease.” 
4. “We will, that the Church of Christ resume her native right of internal 

government.” 
5. “We will, that the people henceforth take the Bible as their only guide.” 
This ended the Springfield Presbytery, and the will is conclusive evidence that 

they did not establish a new denomination. They dissolved a denomination to be 
undenominational. In a few years this group numbered into the thousands. 

Thomas Campbell, a Presbyterian preacher, came to America in 1807. The 
Presbyterians censored him for being too liberal, and he withdrew from this body. 
At a called meeting of those who held similar views, in an old farm house, 
Campbell spoke and concluded his address by urging them to adopt the following 
principle: “Where the Scriptures speak, we speak; where the Scriptures are silent, 
we are silent.” The principle was accepted and was the beginning of another 
restoration movement. There were many fundamental truths they had not grasped, 
but this principle led them into those truths one by one. It was decided August 17, 
1809, that they would officially unite themselves into a regular body, known as the 
“Christian Association of Washington.” 

Alexander Campbell, son of Thomas Campbell, arrived in America on 
September 29, 1809. He heartily endorsed the restoration movement. The 
principle, “Speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where the Bible is silent,” 
slowly but surely broke their fetters of denominationalism. They were baptized 
June 12, 1812, by Elder Luce, a Baptist preacher, upon the confession Philip had 
the eunuch to make (Acts 8). This was contrary to Baptist doctrine; hence, they did 
not become Baptists. However, in 1813, the Campbell’s and the Brush Run Church 
joined the Redstone Association, a Baptist association, upon the condition that they 
could preach anything in the Bible, irrespective of any creed on earth. But as the 
Campbell's got nearer the truth they got further away from the Baptists. 
Consequently, their fellowship with the Baptists became unpleasant for both 
groups and was broken little by little. 

In 1832 at Lexington, Kentucky, there was a fusion of the forces of the 
Campbell's — about twelve thousand — with those of Barton W. Stone, which 
numbered about fifteen thousand. This work of fusion and union continued 
because the Bible was their only guide. By the year of 1835, the restoration 
movements united in a common cause. It is impossible for several groups to be 
divided when they preach the Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing but the Bible. 
The fact that the world is so badly divided is proof that all are not preaching the 
Bible. 



This ends the quotes from our brother Brownlow’s book. Next week, Lord 
willing, this series of articles will conclude by examining Alexander Campbell 
more closely and especially the accusation that he is the founder of the church of 
Christ. 

What a wonderful concept it was and is to speak where the Bible speaks and 
remain silent where the Bible is silent. This principle recognizes the essential truth 
that God’s authority is needed in all religious matters. One, thus, cannot loose 
where God has not loosed, and one cannot bind where God has not bound. To do 
so always has been and will be sinful and wrong! 

Note: Part three and the conclusion of the articles on The Sin of 
Denominationalism will be in next week’s bulletin. 
  
 
 


