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There will be folks who recoil and mock one who labels denominationalism as 
sinful. If this writer had but one verse to use to drive the proverbial nail in the 
coffin of denominationalism and fractured churches of Christ it would be 1 
Corinthians 1:10. The verse profoundly and yet very simply states, “Now I beseech 
you, brethren, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the 
same thing and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfected 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment.”   

It is understood that Paul is speaking to the Lord’s people at Corinth. The point 
is that those who are members of the Lord’s church must “speak the same thing” 
(doctrinally) and not be divided on God’s Word so as to form different cliques 
within the body based upon man-made opinions. To be “perfected together in the 
same mind” is to have the mind of Christ in all matters pertaining to religion (cf. 
Phil. 2:5). In abiding by the Words of Christ, one will come to the same judgment 
as the Savior. This verse condemns dividing the precious body of Christ and in 
principle condemns apostatizing from the body and contributing to division by 
following or forming some man-made creed.  

The Lord Jesus promised to build His church before His death on the cross 
(Matt. 16:18). He purchased His church with His blood (Acts 20:28), and this 
blood-bought spiritual body remained pure and free from denominational 
competition for a period of time. It was foretold, however, that apostasy of the 
Lord’s church would occur. The apostle Paul, to the Ephesian elders, warned, “I 
know that after my departing grievous wolves shall enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock; and from among your own selves shall men arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them” (Acts 20:29-30). To the 
Thessalonian brethren Paul pleaded, “Now we beseech you, brethren, touching the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together unto him; to the end 
that ye be not quickly shaken from your mind, nor yet be troubled, either by spirit, 
or by word, or by epistle as from us, as that the day of the Lord is just at hand; let 
no man beguile you in any wise: for it will not be, except the falling away come 
first, and the man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition, he that opposeth and 
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exalteth himself against all that is called God or that is worshipped; so that he 
sitteth in the temple of God, setting himself forth as God” (2 Thess. 2:1-4). And, 
again to young Timothy, Paul admonishes, “But the Spirit saith expressly, that in 
later times some shall fall away from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and 
doctrines of demons, through the hypocrisy of men that speak lies, branded in their 
own conscience as with a hot iron; forbidding to marry, and commanding to 
abstain from meats, which God created to be received with thanksgiving by them 
that believe and know the truth” (1 Tim. 4:1-3).  

Yielding to earthly wisdom, pride, greed, innovations, and acceptance of human 
commandments eventually led to an elder in the Lord’s church becoming a bishop 
over a larger area. The seeds for Roman Catholicism were thus planted and over 
time the Roman Catholic church arrived on the scene. As people eventually 
became disenchanted with Roman Catholicism, they began to abandon the mother 
Catholic church and formed different  religious groups following different 
religious creeds. 

It is a Bible fact that early members of the Lord’s church were neither Catholic 
nor Protestant. One will search the Bible in vain to find popular man-made 
churches such as Baptists, Methodists, Lutherans, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, 
Nazarenes, Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Pentecostals, and Holiness groups (to 
name only a few of such groups that exist today). Should this not run up a red flag 
in people’s minds that these churches wear the wrong name and were founded by 
the wrong founder?  

Please note again that Christ built His church (Matt. 16:18), purchased it with 
His blood (Acts 20:28), and is the Head of His church which is His body (Eph. 
1:22-23). Simple, isn’t it? This leaves absolutely no room for any other church! 

Members of the Lord’s church were called Christians. The first mention of this 
name is found in Acts 11:26 immediately after it was made clear to Peter and other 
Jews that both Jew and Gentile were intended by the Lord to be one body with no 
middle wall of partition (Eph. 2:14-16). Luke records, “and when he had found 
him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that even for a whole year 
they were gathered together with the church, and taught much people, and that the 
disciples were called Christians first in Antioch” (11:26). The second mention of 
the name Christian is found a few chapters later as Paul teaches King Agrippa. 
“And Agrippa said unto Paul, With but little persuasion thou wouldest fain make 
me a Christian” (Acts 26:28). The third and last time the term “Christian” is 
mentioned in the Holy Scriptures is in 1 Pet. 4:16: “but if a man suffer as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God in this name.” 

Members of man-made churches may be called Baptists or Methodists, but 
members of the Lord’s church are called Christians. And, congregations of the 
Lord’s body (people) are referred to as “churches of Christ” (Rom. 16:16). Bible 
authority has now been provided for the name that church members are to wear, 
and for the name of the Lord’s church (showing ownership).  

The apostle Paul specifically mentioned that there was only “one body” (Eph. 
4:4) and it is impossible to explain away the meaning of one. Our Lord, shortly 
before His death on Calvary’s cross, fervently prayed, “Neither for these only do I 
pray, but for them also that believe on me through their word; that they may all be 



one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us: that 
the world may believe that thou didst send me. And the glory which thou hast given 
me I have given unto them; that they may be one, even as we are one” (John 17:20-
22). 

Will one affirm that Jesus prayed for religious unity and demanded such, or will 
one contend Christ prayed for religious division and sanctioned such? Roman 
Catholicism and denominationalism does not have a single religious leg to stand 
upon!  

  
Note: Part two will be in next week’s bulletin. 

  
 
 
 


