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There is an inspired message that is Christian in nature and it is called the 
gospel. The word gospel means “good news” or “glad tidings.” Mark begins his 
gospel account saying, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God” (Mark 1:1). It was indeed the beginning of good news for those who would 
heed what the Savior had to say. 

The apostle Paul describes the glorious gospel in these terms: 
  
Now I make known unto you brethren, the gospel which I preached unto 
you, which also ye received, wherein also ye stand, by which also ye are 
saved, if ye hold fast the word which I preached unto you, except ye 
believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which also I 
received: that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that he 
was buried; and that he hath been raised on the third day according to the 
scriptures (1 Cor. 15:1-4). 
  
How wonderful it is to know that obedience to the gospel and then holding fast 

to its teaching will save one’s soul! The Savior clearly states His mission — “...I 
came that they may have life, and may have it abundantly” (John 10:10). But as 
Paul said, unless one gladly receives (does whatever the gospel bids one to do) the 
gospel, the good news will not be of benefit. 

One must know there is only one gospel that is meaningful and any other so-
called “gospel” is nothing but a perversion (Gal. 1:6). If one believes a different 
gospel from the one given by the Holy Spirit that one will be eternally cut off 
(anathema) from God. 

One is not required to know and understand all of God’s Word to be saved. 
However, one must believe Christ and obey His Word. One must understand sin 
and its wages of death (Rom. 6:23). One will also understand there is no hope for 
forgiveness except by obeying the gospel plan of salvation. One must believe 
(Heb. 11:6), repent of his sins (Luke 13:3), confess Christ as Lord and only 
begotten of the Father (Rom. 10:9-10), and be immersed (baptized) for the 
remission of sins (Acts 2:37-38; Rom. 6:4).  
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Those who gladly receive the message of salvation will not quibble over 
immersion and will be added to the Lord’s church (Acts 2:41, 47). Sin separates 
one from God (Isa. 59:2), and baptism is what washes away one’s sins (providing 
proper repentance has occurred). This most important point cannot be missed in the 
inspired instructions given to Saul of Tarsus. Ananias told Saul, “And now why 
tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on his name” 
(Acts 22:16). The Word of God says that baptism washes away sins while men’s 
denominational creeds say one can be saved without being baptized. Who is 
correct? 

One needs to understand each step of obedience. If one does not know what 
Bible repentance is, he may think he can continue to live in his sin and be 
acceptable unto God. Or, one may believe that the act of baptism makes an unholy 
act holy and that he can continue living in a sin being committed before baptism. 
Such erroneous thinking simply means that someone failed to teach this person the 
Bible meaning of repentance. And, genuine repentance precedes baptism and 
salvation! 

One needs to also understand that his obedience to the gospel does not add him 
to a denomination or man-made church. Christ promised to build only one church 
(Matt. 16:18). Paul taught and preached that “there is one body” (Eph. 4:4) which 
is the church (Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18). One who has been properly taught will not 
immediately join  some man-made church. One section of Scripture will teach 
people that division and following man is condemned. Paul says:  

  
Now I beseech you, brethren, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing and that there be no divisions among you; 
but that ye be perfected together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 
For it hath been signified unto me concerning you, my brethren, by them that 
are of the household of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. Now 
this I mean, that each one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos: and I 
of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or 
were ye baptized into the name of Paul (1 Cor. 1:10-13)? 
  
No one has any authority to invite or encourage one to join a denomination or 

the church of one’s choice. All authority belongs to Christ (Matt. 28:18), and He 
has not authorized man-made churches to compete with the church He built (Matt. 
16:18)! 

The Lord’s church has been purchased with His blood (Acts 20:28). Christ did 
not die for someone else’s church — He died and shed His blood for His church! 
One needs to understand that the Lord’s church wears His name. How does the 
name of Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, or countless other names honor the Lord 
Jesus Christ? One needs to understand that neither John the Baptist nor any other 
man died and shed his blood for the Lord’s church. All honor belongs to the sinless 
Savior and not some sinful man. Christ’s bride is His church and what name shows 
such more clearly than church of Christ? 

The Bible uses this name to describe different congregations of the Lord’s 
people in different areas of the country. To the Romans Paul said, “...All the 



churches of Christ salute you” (1:16).  
One needs to remember that Christ “became unto all them that obey him the 

author of eternal salvation” (Heb. 5:9). Will you obey the Lord and ignore the 
doctrines and creeds of men? 
  
 
 


