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One can always learn valuable and soul-saving information from the Holy 
Scriptures. The study of Cornelius and his household is no exception. May our 
motive for studying God’s Word always be to search for truth that will save our 
souls and the souls of others! 

The title of this article is a partial quote from Acts 10:33. Cornelius said, 
“Forthwith therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast well done that thou art come. 
Now therefore we are all here present in the sight of God, to hear all things that 
have been commanded thee of the Lord.” Cornelius was a Gentile, a centurion in 
the Roman army, but he had rejected Roman paganism and embraced Godly 
principles. The Bible reveals that Cornelius was a devout man who feared God, 
gave alms, and prayed regularly (Acts 10:2). His prayers and his alms are said to 
have “gone up for a memorial before God” (Acts 10:4). My conviction has long 
been that for Cornelius's prayer to be heard (cf. Psa. 34:15-16; Prov. 15:29; 28:9) 
and his offering to be accepted, he had to be worshipping under the law of 
Patriarchy. Many do not believe so because Peter is said to have spoken words 
whereby Cornelius and his house would be saved (Acts 11:14). Please keep in 
mind this is a very unique period of time during the infancy of the Lord’s church. 
Cornelius had not heard the gospel and was thus worshipping the only way he 
knew to worship. When Peter preached to Cornelius, he would have been lost had 
he rejected the gospel message. Neither he or his household did so, however, and 
thus they were saved by the words Peter proclaimed.  

Although this was a miraculous event and miracles have ceased (1 Cor. 13:8-
10), people today can still profit from the incident. An angel (Acts 10:3) appears to 
Cornelius with instructions (10:31-32) and “forthwith” (ASV), “immediately” 
(KJV), or “at once” (ESV) Cornelius responds. He did not procrastinate or argue 
with the inspired instructions. He fully and willingly complied with what God told 
him to do. If one is truly sincere about loving God, he will eagerly obey divine 
commands.  

Cornelius and his household had come together “to hear all things that have 
been commanded thee of the Lord” (Acts 10:33). Cornelius did not want Peter to 
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hold back any of God’s message. Most folks today only want to hear the part of 
truth that they already agree with. This Roman centurion would be very familiar 
with the word “commanded.” According to Kittel, the word “is often used ‘to 
order’ of those who have the right to command.” Soldiers were expected to follow 
orders and not question them. Thus, Cornelius was saying, “Just tell us what is 
commanded of us and we will obey.” This is the attitude that will save one’s soul! 

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit fell on Cornelius and his company before 
Peter had finished preaching to them. The Gentiles then began to speak in other 
“tongues” (languages) as the apostles (Jews) had done on Pentecost. This prompted 
Peter to say, “Can any man forbid the water, that these should not be baptized, 
who have received the Holy Spirit as well as we” (Acts 10:47)? This outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit was not for salvation (as many today erroneously teach), but was 
solely for the purpose of convincing the Jews that God also intended for Gentiles 
to be citizens of the kingdom of Christ. 

Jackson, in his commentary on Acts, has this to say about Peter’s question in 
10:47: 

One must infer that there was no word of objection, and so, the apostle 
commanded Cornelius and his associates to be immersed in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Since baptism by the authority of Christ’s name was “for the 
remission of sins” (2:38), it ought to be concluded that this baptism also was 
“for the remission of sins,” and thus salvation had not been received already. 
Even Robertson identified this baptism with that on Pentecost (1930-33, III. 
150), which proves more than he intended. Note also that circumcision was 
not required of these Gentiles. Why? Because the law of Moses has been 
abrogated. 
In Acts 11:15, Peter says, “And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on 

them, even as on us at the beginning.” The words “at the beginning” are extremely 
important to understanding this outpouring of the Holy Spirit had not been 
received in such manner since the church was established in Jerusalem on the day 
of Pentecost (some 7-10 years before).  

An important truth that cannot be overlooked is that this outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit fell on Gentiles who were not members of the church and not worshipping 
according to New Testament law. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost (Acts 2) fell on Jews (apostles) who were members of the church and 
were worshipping according to the law of Christ. And, until this occasion in Acts 
10, this baptism of the Holy Spirit had not occurred since Acts 2. It was not, thus, 
for all people who obeyed the gospel! 

Cornelius, a Gentile centurion, was willing to hear all commanded him by God. 
There are two essential truths taught by Christ regarding hearing. First, He said, “If 
any man hath ears to hear, let him hear” (Mark 4:23). Men must hear the words 
of life in order to be saved. Second, the Lord said, “Take heed what ye hear” 
(Mark 4:24).  Is it the doctrine of the Pharisees or the doctrine of Christ? Is it 
man’s creed or God’s Word? God said of His Son, “Hear ye him” (Matt. 17:5; cf. 
Heb. 1:1-2). 
  
 



 


