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The principle is the same in all of God’s covenants with His people. Jehovah 
expects those created in His image to worship and serve Him with whole hearts. 
The Psalmist said, “...with my whole heart will I keep thy precepts” (119:69). 
Again, the Psalmist declares, “I will give thee thanks with my whole heart...” 
(138:1). Jeremiah records, “And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah hath 
not returned unto me with her whole heart, but feignedly, saith Jehovah” (3:10). 
Later, Jeremiah says regarding God’s people, “And I will give them a heart to 
know me, that I am Jehovah: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God; 
for they shall return unto me with their whole heart”  (24:7). Christ told the lawyer 
who inquired of the great commandment in the law: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind” (Matt. 22:37).  

A Christian can surely do less than love God with his whole heart. What, then, 
are some characteristics of the whole-hearted Christian? The whole-hearted 
Christian . . . 

Desires To Be Tested By God! “Judge me, O Jehovah, for I have walked in 
mine integrity: I have trusted also in Jehovah without wavering. Examine me, O 
Jehovah, and prove me; try my heart and my mind” (Psa. 26:1-2). It is a trivial 
thing to be judged and examined by mere man when one truly seeks the judgment 
of God! A faithful child of God who can pray, “Search me, O God, and know my 
heart: try me, and know my thoughts; And see if there be any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting” (Psa. 139:23-24) truly lives far above the fear 
of men. Sadly, most in this world, fear men more so than God (Matt. 10:28). 

Has Faith In God! “I have trusted also in Jehovah without wavering” (Psa. 
26:1). In whom or what shall one place his trust? In government? In a friend? In a 
relative? In earthly riches? In self? The Psalmist realized there was no one greater, 
more powerful, more capable, or wiser than the Creator. As the prophet Micah 
declared, “ Trust ye not in a neighbor; put ye not confidence in a friend; keep the 
doors of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy bosom. For the son dishonoreth the 
father, the daughter riseth up against her mother, the daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law; a man's enemies are the men of his own house. But as for me, I will 
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look unto Jehovah; I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear me” 
(Micah 7:5-7). May our faith and confidence be rooted in the One who created us 
in His image (Gen. 1:27)! 

Adheres To The Word Of God! “...I have walked in thy truth” (Psa. 26:3). To 
walk in His truth is to walk according to His way and will. Moses told his people, 
“Ye shall walk after Jehovah your God, and fear him, and keep his 
commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and cleave unto him” 
(Deut. 13:4). Jeremiah reminded the people, “Thus saith Jehovah, Stand ye in the 
ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way; and walk therein, 
and ye shall find rest for your souls: but they said, We will not walk (therein)” (Jer. 
6:16). It is true for Christians today that “if we say that we have fellowship with 
him and walk in the darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: but if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:6-7). The apostle Paul sums it up 
well, saying, “For ye were once darkness, but are now light in the Lord: walk as 
children of light” (Eph. 5:8). 

Separates Himself From The Enemies Of God! “I have not sat with men of 
falsehood; neither will I go in with dissemblers” (Psa. 26:4). The English Standard 
Version states, “I do not sit with men of falsehood, nor do I consort with 
hypocrites.” J.R. Dummelow comments on this verse, saying, “This verse argues 
that the psalmist, has neither thrown in his lot with light, vain persons who make 
no presence of religion, nor with the hypocrites, the pretenders, who have a form of 
religion but have denied the power thereof.” 

The admonition of the apostle Paul is to be heeded: “Be not unequally yoked 
with unbelievers: for what fellowship have righteousness and iniquity? or what 
communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? 
or what portion hath a believer with an unbeliever? And what agreement hath a 
temple of God with idols? for we are a temple of the living God; even as God said, 
I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. Wherefore Come ye out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord, And touch no unclean thing; And I will receive you, And will be to you a 
Father, And ye shall be to me sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty” (2 
Cor. 6:14-18). The principle could not be more clear: “Be not deceived: Evil 
companionships corrupt good morals” (1 Cor. 15:33). 

Loves The House Of God! “Jehovah, I love the habitation of thy house, and 
the place where thy glory dwelleth” (Psa. 26:8). The Psalmist loved the house 
because of the One who dwelt therein. And so should we today! Paul instructs 
young Timothy, saying, “but if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how men ought 
to behave themselves in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, 
the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). Coffman comments and rightly 
so that “a pillar supports and upholds, exactly what the church does for the truth of 
God.” Although it is not always the case, this is exactly what members of the body 
should do.  

Praises God! “...in the congregations will I bless Jehovah” (Psa. 26:12). The 
Psalmist is not embarrassed or ashamed to praise God with his whole heart. May 
we as Christians realize why we assemble together and who it is we praise! Let us 



resolve to be whole-hearted in our worship and service to our Creator! 
  
 
 


