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   Zophar, in his speech to Job about the horrors that will accompany a life of 
ungodliness, concludes with these words: “This is the portion of a wicked man 
from God, And the heritage appointed unto him by God” (Job 20:29). The word 
“wicked” is defined by Strong’s as: “morally wrong; concretely, an actively bad 
person.” This is a person who is not restrained in any way by the knowledge and 
fear of God and His Word. The same would be true of those today “that know not 
God, and to them that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus” (2 Thess. 1:8). It also 
would be indicative of one who is a child of God but is living a life of sin. Let us 
observe these truths about the wicked man. His …. 

Triumph Shall Be Very Brief! The wicked has “joy” but only for a moment. 
His head may seem to “reach unto the clouds,” but what seems to be triumph will 
only last a moment and he will perish like his own dung (Job 20:5-7).  

History is a great teacher and does indeed repeat itself. Like the Egyptians, the 
wicked and ungodly today may say, “I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the 
spoil; My desire shall be satisfied upon them; I will draw my sword, my hand shall 
destroy them” (Exo. 15:9). But the lawless today shall fare no better than the 
Egyptians did in resisting God! Of their fate, we are told, “Thou didst blow with 
thy wind, the sea covered them: They sank as lead in the mighty waters” (Exo. 
15:10). Eternal triumph belongs only to those who believe God, obey His 
commands, and are faithful unto death. 

Wickedness Shall Remain With Him! His bones are full of the sin of his 
youth, which shall lie down with him in the dust” (Job 20:11, KJV). David did not 
want to go to his grave with his sins and he prayed, “Remember not the sins of my 
youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy lovingkindness remember thou me, 
for thy goodness' sake, O Jehovah” (Psa. 25:7). Sin will not be a comfortable 
companion in the grave. A sin not repented of will follow the soul in death, in 
resurrection, in judgment, and in eternity. One who fails to obey the gospel or a 
child of God who fails to repent will die with sin as his uncomfortable and eternal 
companion. 

Immoral Appetite Will Be No Source Of Comfort! “Though wickedness be 
sweet in his mouth, Though he hide it under his tongue, Though he spare it, and 
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will not let it go, But keep it still within his mouth; Yet his food in his bowels is 
turned, It is the gall of asps within him” (Job 20:12-14). The sin that seems sweet 
to his taste will at death prove to be bitter to his conscience. One can believe 
Satan’s lies and reach the point where he calls bitter sweet and sweet bitter (Isa. 
5:20). To have loved darkness more than light will be of no comfort throughout 
eternity! 

Riches Shall Be Vomited Up! “He hath swallowed down riches, and he shall 
vomit them up again; God will cast them out of his belly” (Job 20:15). The Devil 
will not advertise that all that glitters is not gold! The sinful person who swallows 
all that excites and provides pleasure will one day be sickened by what he has 
ingested. The sinful things that formerly delighted him and which gave such 
pleasure will be vomited up. This putrid taste will bring no pleasure or satisfaction.  

Abundance Shall Not Satisfy! “In the fulness of his sufficiency he shall be in 
straits: The hand of every one that is in misery shall come upon him” (Job 20:22). 
No matter how rewarded and secure one may feel in this life, if he fails to feed his 
soul and walk with God he will forever be “the wretched one and miserable and 
poor and blind and naked” (Rev. 3:17). This world’s pleasures and goods will not 
accompany one to eternity. The rich man whose solution to obtaining more riches 
was to build even greater barns was told: “Thou foolish one, this night is thy soul 
required of thee; and the things which thou hast prepared, whose shall they be” 
(Luke 12:20)? The sufficiency of perishable things is a poor substitute for the 
needs of an imperishable soul! 

Treasures Shall Be Found To Be Darkness! “All darkness is laid up for his 
treasures: A fire not blown by man shall devour him; It shall consume that which is 
left in his tent” (Job 20:26). One who rebels against God has darkness to look 
forward to for his inheritance. There is only complete disaster waiting for the one 
who is foolish enough to sell his birthright for a mess of pottage (Gen. 25:33).  

One whose treasures are not in Heaven will have nothing but the blackness of 
darkness to keep him company throughout eternity. The light of God’s presence 
will not be seen in Hell. One must lay up treasures in Heaven (Matt. 6:20-21) to 
avoid having darkness as the reward for a godless life. 

Iniquity Shall Be Revealed! “The heavens shall reveal his iniquity, And the 
earth shall rise up against him” (Job 20:27). In warning against hypocrisy, the 
Lord said, “But there is nothing covered up, that shall not be revealed; and hid, 
that shall not be known” (Luke 12:2). Every sin and lawless deed will be revealed 
by the searchlight of the Lord’s judgment.  

The portion of a wicked man at death is indeed a miserable one. There is no 
escape from reaping what one has sown (Gal. 6:7-8).  

One can do as Mary did and choose the good part as he journeys through this 
life (Luke 10:42). In so doing, the horrors of a life of ungodliness throughout 
eternity can be avoided. 
  
 
 


