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It is should be obvious to one who reads the book of 1 Corinthians that the early 
church believed in assembling together. The word “when”  that is used in several 
of these verses proves there was a definite time for the early Christians to meet 
with one another. Let us note the verses where the apostle Paul admonished the 
Corinthians to come together for Bible study and worship: 

For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that divisions 
exist among you; and I partly believe it (11:18). 
  
When therefore ye assemble yourselves together, it is not possible to eat the 
Lord's supper (11:20). 
  
If therefore the whole church be assembled together and all speak with 
tongues, and there come in men unlearned or unbelieving, will they not say 
that ye are mad (14:23)? 
  
What is it then, brethren? When ye come together, each one hath a psalm, 
hath a teaching, hath a revelation, hath a tongue, hath an interpretation. Let 
all things be done unto edifying (14:26). 
  
One would have to refuse the implication of Scripture to deny that the early 

church (brethren) were in the habit of assembling together on a regular basis. The 
writer of Hebrews affirms this practice as he says, “And let us consider one 
another to provoke unto love and good works; not forsaking our own assembling 
together, as the custom of some is, but exhorting one another; and so much the 
more, as ye see the day drawing nigh” (Heb. 10:24-25). In Acts 20:7, Luke 
records: “And upon the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to 
break bread, Paul discoursed with them, intending to depart on the morrow; and 
prolonged his speech until midnight” (Acts 20:7). It should be evident to any 
student of God’s Word that the early Christians were regular in coming together to 
worship God. 
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The “when”  of the early saints coming together is no secret. The apostle Paul 
tarried several days at Troas to assemble with the brethren on “the first day of the 
week.” They partook of the Lord’s Supper and Paul preached until midnight. Paul 
instructed the Corinthians to give of their means on “the first day of the week” 
(16:1-2).  

The Lord’s church was established after His death in Jerusalem on Pentecost 
(Acts 2:1). Pentecost was a special day for the Jews and it always occurred seven 
Sabbaths following the Passover. Seven Sabbaths would be 49 days and the next 
day was Pentecost — the 50th day after the seven Sabbaths (cf. Lev. 23:15-16). 
The “first day of the week” is also the day the Lord was resurrected from the tomb 
(Mark 16:9). The first day of the week (or Sunday) is clearly identified in Matt. 
28:1: “Now late on the sabbath day, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the 
week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.” One will 
note that it was late on the Sabbath (Saturday) and that it “began to dawn toward 
the first day of the week” (Sunday). 

One can also discern that the early church came together to worship (teaching, 
singing, praying, giving, and the Lord’s Supper) and to encourage and edify one 
another. The Lord’s Supper was not observed monthly, quarterly, or semi-annually 
as those do who follow man-made creeds and not the Bible, but it was observed on 
the first day of the week. It should go without saying that every week has a first 
day!  

The Book of Acts specifically mentions several of the things listed above as 
being the teaching of the apostles. Luke records, “And they continued stedfastly in 
the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the prayers” 
(Acts 2:42).  

The things that were done in the assembly of the saints (even during the 
miraculous age) were to be done in a way that would build up or edify each 
member (1 Cor. 14:26). There are so very many today even within the Lord’s 
church who frown upon Bible classes and worship services structured by a God-
given pattern. Instead of being sober-minded (2 Tim. 4:5; 1 Pet. 1:13; 4:7), so 
many church goers today clamor for spontaneity, excitement, and drama while 
shouting and swaying to and fro. Such expressions of one’s self being pleased does 
not please God! This was not what was commended in the early church. The 
apostle Paul admonished the Corinthian brethren to “let all things be done decently 
and in order” (1 Cor. 14:40). One today who desires to glorify God will do as Paul 
by inspiration commanded the Corinthian brethren to do! 

The coming together or assembling together on the first day of the week would 
also prohibit “cell groups” from meeting in different homes on Sunday evening 
while the church building is left open for the traditionalists who want to assemble 
as God commanded. Such a situation is simply the devil’s scheming plan for 
spiritual disaster. How is it that the “elders” can “oversee” (1 Pet. 5:2) the flock 
when the flock is scattered and has not assembled together? The answer is that 
“they”  (the elders) cannot! And, even if scriptural oversight could be achieved 
(and it cannot), it still violates the commands for all the members to assemble or 
come together on the first day of the week. What part of “coming together” is so 
difficult to understand? 



A flimsy argument is made when one says the entire congregation assembled 
together on Sunday morning and that such an assembly is not necessary on Sunday 
evening. If there is a Sunday evening worship service it is mandatory as the Lord’s 
command has not changed! It is still the Lord’s Day. One who does not come 
together to assemble with the brethren is forsaking the assembly!  

Man is never wiser than the Lord! Why not demand a “thus saith the Lord” in 
all things pertaining to sacred matters and then carry out every sacred matter in the 
way the Lord has commanded? All who desire to save their souls and go to Heaven 
will gladly do such! 
  
 
 
 


