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Have you noticed how most folks don’t want to be different today? I fear that 
the majority of those professing to be members of the Lord’s church simply want 
to “blend in” with those of denominational persuasion. A great number of brethren 
seem to be embarrassed that one would insist that the church of Christ is different. 
They say such a conviction alienates people and contributes to a poor image of the 
church. What this translates into is that many weak-kneed and spineless brethren 
today want the Lord’s church to be interdenominational so they can fellowship and 
join them in their activities. It is not uncommon today to find some liberal preacher 
praying with and for those of denominational persuasion and joining their 
ministerial alliances. The Lord’s church, however, is to be distinct and different 
from the religious world. 

The Lord’s church is different from paganism. As Moses wrote, “Hear, O 
Israel: Jehovah our God is one Jehovah” (Deut. 6:4). Paganism’s answer is many 
gods and even the “unknown God” (Acts 17:23). Paul preached correctly that we 
are the “offspring” (v. 29) of “the God that made the world and all things therein, 
he, being Lord of heaven and earth…” (Acts 17:24). 

The Lord’s church is different from Judaism. Speaking of the Jews, the Bible 
says Jesus “came unto his own, and they that were his own received him not” 
(John 1:11). The Jews had the Law of Moses to tutor (Gal. 3:24) them and lead 
them to Christ, but they rejected the prophets and prophecies foretelling the 
coming of the Messiah (cf. Luke 16:29). The Old Testament Scriptures bore 
witness of Christ (John 5:39), but the hate filled Jews crucified the Messiah they 
longed for (Mark 15:13). 

The Lord’s church is different from Roman Catholicism. The sufficiency of 
Christ leaves no room for the Pope. God gave Christ “to be head over all things to 
the church, which is his body…” (Eph. 1:22-23).  

The Bible is silent in regard to the Pope. Authority resides in Christ and not the 
church. The Catholic church claims to have all authority and deny the Holy 
Scriptures as being the only rule of faith and practice for the church. In his book, 
Faith Of Our Fathers, Cardinal Gibbons says that the Scriptures are not sufficient 
“because they do not contain all the truths necessary for salvation” (p. 90). The 
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apostle Paul, speaking by inspiration (something Gibbons cannot do), states that 
the Scriptures make the man of God complete, “furnished completely unto every 
good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). The Lord’s church is different in recognizing the 
proper head of the body, the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:22-23)! 

The Lord’s church is different from Protestant denominationalism. The 
Lord’s church has faith in Christ, not some mere man. As the words of the Lord are 
sufficient, one does not have the liberty or authority to “add to” or “take from” the 
Holy Scriptures (Rev. 22:18-19). Protestantism loudly shouts “Lord, Lord,” while 
refusing to obey the Master’s voice. Jesus minces no words in saying, “Not every 
one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name, and by thy name cast out demons, 
and by thy name do many mighty works? And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity” (Matt. 7:21-23). The Lord’s 
church is different from Protestantism in proclaiming that Christ only is the author 
of eternal salvation to those who obey Him (Heb. 5:9)!  

The Lord’s church is different from those who will not contend for the faith 
and have no faith in Christ. Does one trust the Lord who argues with His Word 
and will not do what He says to do? As the Son of God so succinctly stated, “And 
why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say” (Luke 6:46)? One 
does not have the liberty to pick and choose the scriptures or commands he wishes 
to obey. 

It is a fact that Bible “belief (faith, KJV) cometh of hearing, and hearing by the 
word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17). Saving faith does not come from a creed book, an 
experience, a dream or vision, a mysterious voice, or one’s feelings or personal 
beliefs.  

The Lord’s church is different from denominationalism in teaching the 
whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27) on the plan of salvation. Most religious 
groups tell one to accept Jesus Christ into their heart as their personal Savior. They 
are quick to add one can do nothing to save himself. 

The Bible says “without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto him…” 
(Heb. 11:6). The Lord said “except ye repent, ye shall all in like manner perish” 
(Luke 13:3). Paul said “with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” (Rom. 
10:10). Jesus said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 
16:16). Those defending denominational creeds want people to believe that Mark 
16:16 reads as follows: “He that believeth and is not baptized shall be saved.” 
Baptism (immersion, a burial — Rom. 6:4) is not the only thing one must do to be 
saved, but it is the final step or act necessary for one to “put on Christ” (Gal. 
3:27).  

Since it is obedience to the Lord’s will that makes the church of Christ different 
from man-made denominations, we unashamedly and forthrightly plead guilty to 
that difference! 
  
 
 


