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The above words are often hurled at members of the church of Christ who are 
striving to live the Christian life and teach others about Gospel obedience and 
Christian worship. The religious world at large cannot fathom the concept of there 
being just one Biblically authorized church. If a person mentions that there is only 
one church which a person can be a member of and be saved, it will cause 
immediate indignation and disbelief among most hearers.  

The following are responses that myself and others have heard over the years: 
“Can you believe that he and his little group think that they have a monopoly on 

worship and heaven?” “The audacity of them to believe that they are the only ones 
who are right (religiously speaking).” “Who do these people think they are to pass 
judgment on other religious groups?” “Don’t they know that Christ died for all 
people and not just for them (members of the church of Christ)?” “How self-
righteous they are in believing that only their little group will be saved?” Anyone 
who has been a faithful member of the church of Christ for several decades has 
likely heard some or all these remarks more than once. 

Most people today study their Bible very little (2 Tim. 2:15, KJV). Some read 
from the Scriptures every day but because of bias, preconceived ideas, their 
personal feelings, or trust in what someone else has said they never discover the 
truth revealed in the Sacred Word. Just believing that God exists and 
acknowledging Jesus as Lord will not save one’s soul (Matt. 7:21-23; Luke 6:46)! 

The Old Testament scriptures were written for our learning (Rom. 15:4), and 
they well illustrate that salvation never occurs without obedience. Noah preached 
for 100 years (Gen. 5:32; 7:6) the righteousness of God’s truths (2 Pet. 2:5) to a 
corrupt, violent, and unbelieving world (Gen. 6:11). Noah found favor in the eyes 
of God (Gen. 6:8). Why? Genesis 6:22 reveals the answer: “Thus did Noah; 
according to all that God commanded him, so did he.” Are we today willing to do 
all that God has commanded us to do to be saved? Many people profess to place 
great emphasis upon the Bible but they steadfastly refuse to believe and obey all 
that God has commanded! 

Let us return to the reactions of those who cannot bear to believe that there is 
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only one church which the Lord will save. First, the terminology “he and his little 
group” is inappropriate. It is not my group (however large or little); it is the 
Lord’s! Second, no one person or group of people have an exclusive privilege and 
right (monopoly) to the blessings of New Testament Christianity. Such a right and 
privilege is available to all who will obey the Lord’s will (Heb. 5:9). Third, it is the 
Lord and Savior, not I, that has passed judgment on all man-made religious groups. 
The Lord said, “Every plant which my heavenly Father planted not, shall be rooted 
up”  (Matt. 15:13). And Paul admonished, “Now I beseech you, brethren, through 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing and that there 
be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfected together in the same mind and 
in the same judgment….Now this I mean, that each one of you saith, I am of Paul; 
and I of Apollos: and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ divided? was Paul 
crucified for you? or were ye baptized into the name of Paul” (1 Cor. 1:10, 12-13)? 
Fourth, Christ did die for the entire world but promised to save only His body 
(Eph. 5:23). Fifth, one is not guilty of self-righteousness who faithfully does what 
the Lord says to do to be saved. This is faith demonstrating itself in obedience! 

But what does the Bible say regarding those who will go to Heaven? In 
Matthew 7:13-14 the Lord says, “Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many are they that 
enter in thereby. For narrow is the gate, and straitened the way, that leadeth unto 
life, and few are they that find it.” 

Now let us apply the principle and truth the Lord just stated. Christ said He 
would build His church — not someone else’s church (Matt. 16:18). Is that 
promise narrow and strait or broad and wide? Paul taught there was only one body 
(Eph. 4:4) which is clearly described as being the church (Eph. 1:22-23). Is this 
“one body” narrow and strait or broad and wide?  

Did Christ only purchase His church with His blood as Acts 20:28 declares, or 
did He purchase all man-made churches with His blood? Was this “purchase” 
narrow and strait or broad and wide? Christ surely did not die for and purchase 
with His blood a church that does not even wear His name! How do the names 
Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Mormons, Quakers, 
and all other such names honor and glorify the Christ? They do indeed reveal who 
owns the church! What is wrong with the designation church of Christ which gives 
honor and glory to the Lord and depicts that the church belongs to Him? 
Absolutely nothing is wrong with such as the Holy Scriptures affirm (Rom. 16:16)!  

The Bible is our pattern and guide and not man-made creeds (Psa. 119:105). 
The Lord warns, “But in vain do they worship me, Teaching (as their) doctrines 
the precepts of men.” 

The only ones going to Heaven are those who obey the gospel plan of salvation, 
worship in spirit and truth (John 4:24), and live faithfully until death (Rev. 2:10). 
To all who obey (Heb. 5:9), “the entrance into the eternal kingdom” is “richly 
supplied” (2 Pet. 1:11)! 
  
 
 


