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Great progress was being made regarding the rebuilding of the temple in 
Jerusalem. The Jews had been punished for their rebellion against God by being 
carried into Babylonian captivity. Beth-el had sent men to the priests and prophets 
in Jehovah’s house asking, “Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as 
I have done so these many years” (Zech. 7:3)? It appears that this particular fast 
day was a test case for several other fast days the Jews had been observing. 
Coffman comments on this situation as follows: 

  
Now the most important thing about all of these fasts was that God had 
neither commanded nor authorized any one of them! Only one day in the 
year, the Day of Atonement, had God commanded His people to fast; yet 
they had added all these others! In the times of the Pharisees, that class of 
bigots even fasted "twice in the week? (Luke 18:12). At this point, we 
anticipate the prophet's answer, which in fact was "No!" although it was 
stated in the form of some six observations from which that was the obvious 
and mandatory deduction. The primary reason for this was that all they were 
doing was actually "will worship," having nothing at all to do either with 
what God commanded or authorized. 
  
Let us break down God’s answer to the question that was asked with the 

following points: 
Formality In Worship! The concept of custom or ritual has always seemed to 

infiltrate what God intended worship to be. Three things that were problems for the 
Jews of Zechariah’s day are still problems today. They are: 

Hypocritical Fasting! God asks: “When ye fasted and mourned in the fifth and 
in the seventh month, even these seventy years, did ye at all fast unto me, even to 
me” (Zach. 7:5)? The fasting the Jews were engaged in was not designed to 
produce a closer fellowship with God. It was rather for their own glory and 
personal contentment and satisfaction.  

The Lord’s church today is not exempt from such pretense. What is the chief 
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attraction in today’s congregations? Is it an elaborate building? Is it the gorgeous 
décor that boasts of success? Is it an eloquent preacher and elders who speak in 
such an intoxicating way that you agree with what was said even though you do 
not understand a word that was spoken? Is it the country club atmosphere of 
rubbing elbows with the rich and influential of the community? Is it the non-
judgmental attitude that bends over backwards to be tolerant of sin and worldly 
behavior? 

The people of the Lord’s day appeared to be solemn and sober as they fasted, 
but it was only for show and their own personal glory (cf. Matt. 6:1-7, 16-18). 
Such actions have never pleased the Lord! 

Self-centeredness! God knew the people’s hearts and thus said: “And when ye 
eat, and when ye drink, do not ye eat for yourselves, and drink for yourselves” 
(Zech. 7:6)? Many today who profess to love the Lord have neglected something 
that God will not allow to be omitted. It is a simple but profound command: 
“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God” (1 Cor. 10:31).  

Neglect Of The Word! The question that was asked so long ago needs to be 
asked today. The question was: “Should ye not hear the words which Jehovah 
cried by the former prophets…” (Zech. 7:7)? People who are impressed by 
formality have no real need for the Word of God.  A “thus saith the Lord” is 
considered rather old fashioned and useless while outward acts and traditions that 
appeal to the masses are praised and glorified. 

Powerless Prayers! Prayer is powerless for one primary reason — a 
disobedient and insincere heart (mind). Some causes of the failure of prayer are 
listed by Zechariah. They are: 

Lack Of Mercy And Compassion! God commanded mercy and compassion to be 
shown “every man to his brother” (Zech. 7:9). Our attitude toward our brother has 
much to do with God hearing or rejecting our prayer. We are reminded that he who 
loves God must love his brother also (1 John 4:21). 

Oppression Of The Helpless! God has always been concerned with the widow, 
the fatherless, and the poor (Zech. 7:10). To take unfair advantage of these people 
insults a God who delights in compassion and mercy (Prov. 14:31)! 

Evil Thoughts! One who devises evil in his heart against his brother will not 
incur God’s favor (Zech. 7:10). Evil thinking will poison our prayers. The wise 
man said, “For as he thinketh within himself, so is he …” (Prov. 23:7).  

Refusal To Obey God’s Words! Zechariah was clear in saying, “And it is come 
to pass that, as he cried, and they would not hear, so they shall cry, and I will not 
hear, said Jehovah of hosts” (7:13). Many people are concerned only with their 
own lusts and thus their selfish prayers to fulfill such lusts will not be heard by the 
Heavenly Father (cf. James 4:3). 

Pitiful Lives! Religious formality and powerless prayers will lead to living 
pitiful lives. God will not accept “will-worship” — worship that comes from the 
mind of man and is designed to please man! The Lord will not sanction His House 
being turned into a “den of robbers” (Matt. 21:13). Robbery has occurred when 
the Lord has been stripped of the glory that is rightfully His!  

We are to assemble together to worship God. We are to praise God. We are to 



glorify God. We are to stand in awe of God and reverence His Holy name. When 
man seeks attention for himself, God sees one who is living a pitiful life! 
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