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Most people who attend denominational (man-made) churches do not believe 
baptism to be essential for one’s salvation. These same people usually believe that 
at some point after “accepting Christ as their personal Savior,” they need to be 
baptized but not for remission of sins. It has always been amazing to me that most 
people will strongly defend what the Bible does not teach but will not defend what 
the Bible teaches.  

The Bible is not difficult to understand but it is very difficult to explain away 
simple verses of God’s Word. A case in point regarding our subject of discussion 
would be Mark 16:16. The verse is simple, plain, and concise in stating, “He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be 
condemned.” The grammatical structure of the verse proves that both belief and 
baptism are required for one to be saved. In a futile attempt to negate the force of 
the first part of the verse, proponents of “belief only” declare that the second part 
of the verse does not say “but he that disbelieveth and is not baptized shall be 
condemned.” It is true that the verse does not say such, but it is not necessary to do 
so as common sense will reveal. A true parallel for an example is this: “He who 
eateth and disgesteth his food shall live; but he that eateth not shall die.” It is not 
necessary to speak of digesting food if one will not eat. Likewise, it is not 
necessary to speak of baptism if one will not believe. Such a truth is simple to 
grasp if one is not wedded to man-made creeds that teach contrary to Bible truth! 

The word baptizo translated baptize does not mean to sprinkle or pour. Strong’s 
Greek/Hebrew Definitions says baptizo means: “to immerse, submerge; to make 
overwhelmed (i.e., fully wet).” Thayer’s Greek Lexicon says, “to immerge, 
submerge.” Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words gives this 
definition of the word baptize: “consisting of the process of immersion, 
submersion, and emergence … of Christian baptism.”  

Kittel’s Theological Dictionary of the New Testament says this regarding the act 
of baptism: 

  
In the Christian community baptism was undoubtedly practised from the 
very first (Acts 2:38,41; 8:12 etc.; Rom 6:3; 1 Cor 12:13: and understood 
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biographically, leads us back to something like 33 A.D. ). It would be wrong 
to attribute this fact exclusively to an influx of the disciples of John. The 
community must have been aware that in baptising it was fulfilling the 
intention of the Lord. Quite irrespective of the ceaseless critical objections to 
Matt 28:18-20 and Mark 16:16, we may conclude from the very existence 
and significance of the apostolate, that there was knowledge of a missionary 
command, or many such commands, of the risen Lord, and that in 
accordance with the new situation this command was understood as a 
command to baptise.  
  
Let us now search God’s Word to see what baptism requires and what is 

accomplished by the act. The act of scriptural baptism requires: 
Water! Water is the element the Lord uses for baptism. There is no magical 

power in the water, but water is required for one to be scripturally baptized. After 
Jesus was preached to the eunuch, the Bible says, “And as they went on the way, 
they came unto a certain water; and the eunuch saith, Behold, here is water; what 
doth hinder me to be baptized” (Acts 8:36)? 

Much Water! The Bible reveals that one who is baptized must have access to 
enough water in which to be immersed. The Scriptures state, “And John also was 
baptizing in Enon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they 
came, and were baptized” (John 3:23).  

Going Into The Water! The Bible details what Phillip and the eunuch did in 
saying, “And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they both went down 
into the water, both Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him” (Acts 8:38). The 
only compelling reason for Phillip and the eunuch to wade out into “much water” 
would be so the eunuch could be immersed.  

Coming Up Out Of The Water! Such is not necessary for a sprinkling or 
pouring. If one wades into deep enough water to completely immerse an adult 
human being, he must of necessity come back out of the water. The Bible states, 
“And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away 
Philip; and the eunuch saw him no more, for he went on his way rejoicing” (Acts 
8:39).  

A Burial! One does not sprinkle a few grains of dirt over a body to bury it. 
Baptism is a burial, not a sprinkling. Paul says, “We were buried therefore with 
him through baptism unto death: that like as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life” (Rom. 
6:4). Salvation is accomplished by the final act of baptism as one is  raised to 
“walk in newness of life.” One can clearly see that newness of life does not occur 
before baptism! 

A Birth...Being Born Again! Jesus teaches, “Except one be born anew, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God … Except one be born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:3, 5). This is a spiritual birth! 

Baptism Is For The Remission Of Sins! Peter said, “Repent ye, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your 
sins…” (Acts 2:38). Baptism is not the only command to obey in order to be saved, 
but it is essential to wash away one’s sins (Acts 22:16) and to “put on Christ” 



(Gal. 3:27)! 
  
 
 


