
 
 

Inherited SinInherited SinInherited SinInherited Sin    
 

 
 
 

The very moment one decides to be guided by church creeds is the moment he 
imbibes false doctrine. What is referred to as Calvinism has led and continues to 
lead many people far away from what the Holy Scriptures teach. Total hereditary 
depravity is the foundation upon which Calvin’s other errors are stacked. Calvin’s 
false teaching is often identified for memory’s sake as the T-U-L-I-P. Most 
denominations that exist today have accepted parts of this damnable doctrine if not 
all of it. This acronym stands for total hereditary depravity, unconditional election, 
limited atonement, irresistible grace, and perseverance of the saints. It has often 
been said that when one kills the head of the snake, the rest of it will die as well. 
The “T” is the head of this snake! 

Babies do not inherit the sins of their parents (or anyone else) and therefore are 
not born as sinners. The Word of God teaches: “The soul that sinneth, it shall die: 
the son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the 
iniquity of the son; the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him” (Ezek. 18:20). Sin is described by 
Holy Writ as “transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4, KJV). Who will contend that 
infants are aware of or knowledgeable of God’s law?  

One will note that it is the soul that sins or transgresses God’s law that dies. 
Children do not bear or inherit the sins of their parents and neither do parents bear 
or inherit the sins of their children. One who is righteous will be counted as 
righteous, and one who is wicked will be counted as wicked. Sin, therefore, is 
either transgression or omission of the law! 

There is another most important matter. Just as one’s sin is not imputed to 
another, neither is one’s righteousness imputed to another. Songs or creeds that 
declare one inherits or is dressed in Christ’s righteousness are false. One does not 
inherit the sin of Judas Iscariot and neither does one inherit the righteousness of 
Christ. The Lord will count or reckon one to be righteous who is being obedient to 
His will (Rom. 4:22).  

One who swallows one error will likely fall prey to another. If one believes that 
infants are lost and depraved, then he will most likely believe in infant baptism. 
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John Wesley, founder of the Methodist church, is quoted as follows: 
  
But the grand question is, Who are the proper subjects of baptism — grown 
persons only, or infants also? In order to answer this fully, I shall, first, lay 
down the grounds of infant baptism, taken from scripture, reason, and 
primitive universal practice; and, secondly, answer the objections against it. 
As to the grounds of it: If infants are guilty of original sin, then they are 
proper subjects of baptism; seeing, in the ordinary way, they cannot be 
saved, unless this be washed away by baptism. It has been already proved, 
that this original stain cleaves to every child of man; and that thereby they 
are children of wrath, and liable to eternal damnation . . . . Infants need to be 
washed from original sin; therefore they are proper subjects of baptism. 
—Wesley’s Works, Miscellaneous, Vol. 2, p. 16. 
The truth of the matter is that infants are not guilty of original or inherited sin 

and do not need to be baptized. Belief is a prerequisite for baptism, and infants 
cannot believe. Without faith or belief it is impossible to please God (Heb. 11:6). 
The gospel account of Mark also clearly states, “He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned” (16:16).  

The false doctrine of hereditary total depravity influences millions who are 
content to follow man-made creeds. The Baptist church manual is more precious to 
many than the Holy Scriptures. The Baptist manual states: 

  
We believe that man was created in holiness, under the law of his Maker; but 
by voluntary transgression fell from that holy and happy state; in 
consequence of which all mankind are now sinners, not by constraint but 
choice; being by nature utterly void of that holiness required by the law of 
God, positively inclined to evil; and therefore under just condemnation to 
eternal ruin without defence or excuse. 
—Church Manual Designed For The Use of Baptist Churches, by J.M. 
Pendleton, p. 46. 
  
As we contemplate this vicious and false doctrine, let us ask several questions. 

First, is man or is man not created in God’s image? The Bible says, “And God 
said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness...And God created man in 
his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he 
them” (Gen. 1:26-27). Is God’s image therefore corrupt? Who will so charge? 

Second, Jesus taught, “Verily I say unto you, Except ye turn, and become as 
little children, ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 18:3). 
Who will charge that Jesus was teaching that one must become sinful and totally 
depraved in order to enter the kingdom of heaven? 

Third, does Psalms 51:5 prove the doctrine of hereditary total depravity? 
Absolutely not! The verse reads in reputable translations, “Behold, I was brought 
forth in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.” To give support to false 
teaching, the dynamic equivalent or thought translation of the NIV states, “Surely I 
was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me” (Psa. 51:5). The 
mother sinned, not the baby. This is one of many examples why the NIV is no 



friend of truth. Total hereditary depravity or inherited sin is a damnable and false 
doctrine! 
  
 
 
 


