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The thinking of many seems to be that one can ignore or cast aside God’s Word 
and be done with it. The wisdom and philosophies of men may encourage such 
erroneous thinking, but the Holy Scriptures warn to the contrary. Could Israel cast 
aside or turn from God’s Word and be done with it? No, and she was warned: 

  
But if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not do all these commandments; 
and if ye shall reject my statutes, and if your soul abhor mine ordinances, so 
that ye will not do all my commandments, but break my covenant; I also will 
do this unto you: I will appoint terror over you, even consumption and fever, 
that shall consume the eyes, and make the soul to pine away; and ye shall 
sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it. And I will set my face 
against you, and ye shall be smitten before your enemies: they that hate you 
shall rule over you; and ye shall flee when none pursueth you (Lev. 26:14-
17).  
  
Today, in the New Testament age, these words from the Lord are applicable to 

all: 
  
He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth 
him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day. For I 
spake not from myself; but the Father that sent me, he hath given me a 
commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak (John 1:48-49).  
  
These words of James Smith should cause folks to reflect seriously upon the 

sacred Word: 
  
The Book of God, like the people of God, has, in every age, suffered 
persecution. It has been tortured and ruptured, pierced and ridiculed, burned 
and buried, but it has quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, stopped the mouths of lions, and turned to flight the armies of the 
aliens. 
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Let us learn a powerful lesson from one who decided to cut out and burn God’s 

Word and be done with it. Regarding Jehoiakim . . . 
The Command Was Given! The words of God are simple and straightforward: 
  
And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of 
Judah, that this word came unto Jeremiah from Jehovah, saying, Take thee a 
roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I have spoken unto thee 
against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I 
spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this day. It may be that 
the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them; 
that they may return every man from his evil way; that I may forgive their 
iniquity and their sin (Jer. 36:1-3). 
These words were a solemn warning of tremendous importance sent by a loving 

and merciful God. The Creator was hoping that Judah would turn from her evil 
ways so that He could forgive her. The Gospel message today can be likened to 
these words of Jeremiah to Judah. The Gospel is God’s power unto salvation and 
must be obeyed if mankind is to be forgiven and saved (Rom. 1:16). 

The Command Was Heard! The king sent Jehudi to “fetch the roll” and he 
“read it in the ears of the king and in the ears of all the princes that stood beside 
the king” (Jer. 36:21). What a blessing it is to be privileged to hear the message of 
the Creator! After hearing, however, follows the responsibility of accepting and 
obeying God’s Word. Such a moment is not only critical in the life of a king, but in 
every person that is privileged to be taught from the Holy Scriptures. 

The Command Was Rejected! The attitude of one hearing the Word of God is 
of utmost importance. Jehoiakim’s attitude toward this revelation from God is 
revealed in these words: “when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, that the king 
cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was in the brazier, until all the 
roll was consumed in the fire that was in the brazier” (Jer. 36:23). It is the epitome 
of foolishness to rebel against and cast aside the Word of God and believe that 
burning it destroys it! 

Jehoiakim has many relatives today who eagerly use the “penknife” on the 
Sacred Scriptures. Many folks who profess to be religious and concerned about the 
souls of men use the “penknife” on God’s plan of salvation. Baptism, as a 
prerequisite to salvation, is cut from the Scriptures and cast aside. The Lord says, 
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ...”  (Mark 16:16). Penknife 
preachers declare, “He that believeth and is not baptized shall be saved” (Penknife 
16:16).  

After Peter’s declaration as to who He was the Lord promised, “upon this rock I 
will build my church” (Matt. 16:18). Paul, by inspiration, taught that Christ was 
given “to be head over all things to the church, which is his body …” (Eph. 1:22-
23). Paul also taught that “there is one body” (Eph. 4:4). Penknife theologians and 
those who follow them encourage people to “attend the church of their choice.”  

It is a fact that “an evil heart of unbelief” (Heb. 3:12) can cut to pieces God’s 
Holy Word. However, the wonderful and encouraging truth is that “the word of the 
Lord abideth for ever” (1 Pet. 1:25). It was not “the roll” (Jer. 36:23) that 



Jehoiakim despised, but the God of the roll! There are many people today who 
would not dare burn the Bible, but they nonetheless use their penknife 
unmercifully on the sacred Word of God. 

The Command Renewed! Jeremiah takes “another roll” and “all the words of 
the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire” (Jer. 36:32) were 
contained therein. God will not dispose of His laws because of man’s disdain for 
them. No man who rejects and seeks to destroy God’s Word is done with it! 
Unbelief will not render the Holy Scriptures useless.  

Can one be done with God’s Word? Absolutely not! Do not forget the Lord 
said, “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth 
him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48).  
  
 
 


