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Jeremiah, a spokesman for God, said to his people, “ Is Israel a servant? is he a 
home-born slave? why is he become a prey” (Jer. 2:14)? The KJV uses the word 
“spoiled” instead of “prey.” In commenting on the above translated words, The 
Complete Word Study Dictionary of the Old Testament says: 

 baz: A masculine noun meaning booty, prey, plunder, spoils. The word 
describes the act of plundering or the objects taken in the process. The 
temple was despoiled, plundered (Ezek 7:21; 23:46). Many things were 
taken as booty: various objects (Isa 10:6; 33:23; Ezek 29:19) including 
human beings (Num 14:3,31; Jer 2:14). Even the Lord's flock, Israel, 
became prey to evil shepherds as well as foreign enemies (Ezek 34:8,22). 
The word is part of a phrase in Isa 8:1 meaning, "Swift is the booty, speedy 
is the prey" (NASB; cf. NIV, "quick to the plunder, swift to the spoil"). 
Israel was not born into slavery nor was he bought with money. Israel was 

considered God’s son and loved and protected by Him. The nation rebels against 
God and becomes a spoil of war or prey for the Assyrians. May we learn from 
history and not repeat the tragic mistake of Israel! Let us note . . . 

What Israel Was! As a son of God, Israel was blessed with tremendous 
privilege and opportunity. First, there was fellowship. Israel was at first content to 
follow God, and He says of them, “I remember for thee the kindness of thy youth, 
the love of thine espousals …” (Jer. 2:2). Adam Clarke expounds on this verse as 
follows: 

[I remember thee] The youth here refers to their infant political state when 
they came out of Egypt; they just then began to be a people. Their espousals 
refer to their receiving the law at Mount Sinai, which they solemnly 
accepted, Ex 24:6-8, and which acceptance was compared to a betrothing or 
espousal. Previously to this they were no people, for they had no constitution 
nor form of government. When they received the law, and an establishment 
in the Promised Land, then they became a people and a nation. 
Second, there was obedience. “Thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a 

land that was not sown” (Jer. 2:2). Israel willingly followed God and depended 
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completely upon Him to provide them with food and protection. There is no 
substitute for obedience, and there are always severe consequences for 
disobedience. 

Third, there was separation. “Israel was holiness unto Jehovah …” (2:3). God 
chose Israel to be a holy people that would be separated from godless nations. 
Christians, spiritual Israel, are also to be “a elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for God's own possession…” (1 Pet. 2:9).  

What Israel Did! The nation decided to forego remaining separate from 
godless people and as a result began to practice idolatry. First, God says of His 
people, “They have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters…” (Jer. 2:13). To 
forsake God is to disassociate one’s self from Him, and to act as if He is no longer 
needed. 

Second, God said Israel had “hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can 
hold no water” (2:13). Can you imagine people turning from “the fountain of 
living waters” to a man-made “broken cistern” that cannot hold water? One 
should regard such a decision as not wise but stupid! But what about all the man-
made cisterns today (countless churches and religions) that have no authority from 
God? These broken cisterns may promise wealth, popularity, prestige and contain 
soothing teaching for itching ears (2 Tim. 2:3), but they cannot supply living 
water! 

What Israel Became! God says, “a prey” or “spoiled.” Such is what is likely 
to occur even while living in this world when one forsakes God. To fail to believe 
God has dire consequences! The apostle Paul states that “the god of this world 
hath blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should not dawn upon them” (2 Cor. 4:4).  

The delusion of a sin-blinded soul or nation is a terrible thing to behold. People 
are spoiled when they become unfit for the purpose for which God intended (to 
glorify the Creator — Isa. 43:7). Israel became unfit for God and was easy prey for 
the Assyrians. This is a lesson that people should take to heart today. 

First, Israel is spoiled like “the degenerate branches of a foreign vine…” (Jer. 
2:21, emph. mine, MLW). Israel was planted “a noble vine, wholly a right seed…” 
(v. 21). When such a plant turns into a degenerate vine, it no longer deserves to be 
nurtured and protected by the One who planted it. Christians needs to remember 
that every spiritual blessing is “in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). When people choose to 
reject sound doctrine and demand teachers who approve of their sinful living (2 
Tim. 4:3), they have become a degenerate vine that is foreign to God. Such a 
person or congregation by their action repudiates God’s blessings and promises! 

Second, Israel is spoiled like a stained garment. God says, “For though thou 
wash thee with lye, and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before 
me” (Jer. 2:22). In rejecting and forsaking God, there remained no washing by 
human means that would remove the stains of their idolatry and corruption. God 
has never accepted stained garments. The writer of the Revelation wrote, “...These 
are they that come of the great tribulation, and they washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb” (7:14). If Christians fail to repent from sin 
and turn back to God, it will leave an indelible mark that will be remembered 
throughout eternity. 



Third, Israel is spoiled like a wild donkey.  Whether this animal was a donkey 
or mule does not matter. The point is that an otherwise useful animal if wild 
represents that which is useless to others. Instead of a son of God and serving the 
Father, Israel was considered degenerate and useless to the Creator. 

Let us as Christians guard against becoming spoiled and easy prey to Satan and 
his worldly allies! 
  
 
 
 


