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The apostle Paul admonished the Corinthian brethren to “pray with the spirit” 
and “pray with the understanding also,” and to “sing with the spirit” and “with 
the understanding also” (1 Cor. 14:15). Bill Jackson is correct in stating the 
following on this Bible verse: 

The arguments here made regarding the exercise of spiritual gifts, and the 
need to perform all with spirit and understanding, in no wise means that 
these points are now to be set aside when the spiritual gifts have ended. All 
acceptable worship must be in spirit and in truth (John 4:24), and what is 
said here, of two avenues of worship, must be true of all worship. How often 
has the truth been expressed, particularly regarding our singing, that there 
needs to be ‘understanding’ — we need to comprehend what is being 
expressed. It is [an] useless endeavor if we do not! [Commentary On First 
Corinthians, Quality Publications, p. 142. 
Singing is an act of worship and therefore must not be entered into lightly. Can 

one offer unknown and ignorant worship to the Heavenly Father? If not, then it is 
imperative that we understand the words that we sing. It is sad that most brethren 
today are concerned only with the rhythm and phraseology of the song. The words 
that are sung, whether truthful or not, seemingly do not matter!  

The Bible clearly states, “And whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Col. 
3:17). To do something in the name of the Lord is to do it by His authority! 
Children of God are authorized to worship only in spirit and truth (John 4:24). 
Thus, our singing of scared songs must never express false doctrine! 

It has amazed me through the years that some elders would not allow their 
preacher to preach what they allow to be taught in song. The old Stamps-Baxter 
spiritual entitled Just A Little Talk With Jesus is one such song. A simple “little 
talk” with Jesus makes nothing right! And, no light from heaven is going to fill my 
soul. Neither does the Bible authorize one to pray to Jesus but rather to the Father 
(Matt. 6:9; John 11:41; 15:16; 16:26; Luke 11:1-2; 23:34)! 
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There are many songs that advocate praying to Jesus that Christians should not 
sing. One is Tell It To Jesus Alone. The title clearly states what is unscriptural 
about the song. Another is I Must Tell Jesus, but then this only touches the 
proverbial hem of the garment with songs that advocate praying to Jesus. If we 
desire for our worship to be found faithful, we must pay careful attention that the 
words we sing are scriptural! 

It may be that only one verse of a song contains error and should not be sung. A 
song may teach denominational doctrine such as the premillennial language of 
verse 2 in Jesus Is Coming Soon. And then, how can one declare Jesus is coming 
soon when no one but the Father knows the date of His return (Matt. 24:36)? 

May we strive to sing with the understanding and according to the Word of 
God!  
  
 
 
 


