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Note: Article ran in 2012 but is of same importance today! 

 The recent tragedy in Newtown, Connecticut at the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School has sparked debates all across this nation. It was indeed a very sad day — 
twenty innocent children and seven adults murdered by a mentally unstable young 
man before he committed suicide. Emotions are at a fever pitch because of this 
incident, but an emotional approach to a problem is usually doomed to failure. 

Our hearts feel the pain of people who lost loved ones because of this senseless 
massacre. Our prayers are with these families as they try to rebuild their shattered 
lives. We must be alert, however, to the danger of accepting misguided proposals 
as the solution to incidents like the Newtown tragedy. 

Many people who do not respect the Constitutional rights of an individual to 
“keep and bear arms” are now screaming for more government control of ammo, 
clips, firearms, or an absolute rescinding of the amendment altogether. Guns in the 
colonial days were as common as clothes. The 2nd amendment addresses the right 
of the people to form a militia to battle government tyranny. While all people who 
care would desire to prevent such tragedies as the one in Connecticut, one must 
reason correctly as to what would help the problem and what would not help the 
problem while proving to be harmful to others. 

The “far left” has never been reasonable or logical and their agenda is to 
“outlaw guns.” This adage seems to say it best: “When guns are outlawed, only 
outlaws will have guns.” Common sense as well as observing history will confirm 
that such is true.  A “gun free zone” protects no one from a criminal or a mentally 
disturbed person. The law abiding citizen has no way to defend himself or others 
against the perpetrator who will always be able to obtain an firearm. The country 
of Mexico is a history lesson in progress. Mexico is one of the toughest anti-gun 
countries with regards to its citizens, and yet criminals and drug cartels plunder 
and murder at will within the country with an arsenal of guns. The only thing that 
making it illegal to bear arms does is to ensure that the law abiding citizen is 
helpless to defend himself against the criminal element that is armed. Can one even 
imagine the increase in crime if the criminal was almost certain that one had no 
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firearm with which to defend himself? And, people who lawfully carry are at least 
in a position to defend themselves and others against some senseless killer. It is 
surely logical to assume that many crimes are avoided because the criminal runs 
the risk of attacking one who has a gun and knows how to use it. 

There are several questions that need to be explored. When arson is committed 
and lives and property are lost, does the “far left” scream for a ban on matches and 
gasoline because such was used to start the fire? Are matches and gasoline the root 
of the problem? When an abortion is performed, do those who are opposed to 
abortion call for a ban on the surgical instrument used in the procedure? Is the 
surgical instrument the root of the problem? When money is used to pay a criminal 
to commit a crime, do the powers that be scream for a ban on money? Is the money 
the root of the problem? No, it is not the match, the gasoline, the surgical 
instrument, or the money that is at fault. Neither is it the fault of the gun that one is 
shot and killed. The problem lies within the human being, and our society does not 
want to deal with such matters. 

Our Lord knew how to answer foolish statements. His disciples were accused of 
transgressing the traditions of the elders and not washing their hands before eating 
(Matt. 15:2). First, the “traditions” of the elders were not to be bound and was not 
the law the disciples were to follow. More important, however, is Jesus’ answer. 
The Master said: “Perceive ye not, that whatsoever goeth into the mouth passeth 
into the belly, and is cast out into the draught? But the things which proceed out of 
the mouth come forth out of the heart; and they defile the man. For out of the heart 
come forth evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, 
railings: these are the things which defile the man; but to eat with unwashen hands 
defileth not the man” (Matt. 15:17-20). 

We live in a culture today that wants to liberate the mind of man from the Holy 
Scriptures and God and then blame man’s evil and sinful thoughts on a gun. The 
removal of the gun does not come close to getting to the root of the problem! 

Politicians with Christian convictions are maligned for praying or displaying an 
object or picture that reminds one of God. Prayer has been banned in schools and 
certain public gatherings. An effort has been made to remove God and any 
Christian reference from the public view. The Democratic Party wanted the name 
of God removed from their party platform, but I noticed even the President 
invoked God’s name during the Connecticut tragedy. How hypocritical can people 
be? 

Instead of guns, it is a godless society that we need to focus our attention upon. 
Humanism, atheism, and agnosticism have contributed to a hedonistic society 
where pleasure is the only intrinsic good. It is about shattering inhibitions and 
unwinding. It is the primal urge to just “let go” and never encounter the word “no.” 
If it is true that we “evolved” from animals, then there are those times when it is 
only natural for us to act like animals — perhaps kill just for the pleasure of 
killing! A godless society will have no respect for human life and no remorse for 
committing painful and sinful acts. 

Greed runs rampant in a godless society. Professionals in the military have 
called our attention to the video games that children play hours upon end which 
teach them to kill just for the sake of killing. Many movies that young people 



watch are totally devoid of decency, and the lyrics to many popular songs are no 
better. Have you heard the expression, “Garbage in and garbage out?” It works the 
same way with the mind as it does with computers! 

A new law every day will not take the place of parents taking control of the 
children in their homes. Most children don’t know what work is and they have tons 
of idle time. The parents don’t know what their children are feeding their minds on 
a regular basis. 

The Bible says, “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honorable, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things” (Phil. 4:8). A mindset 
must be cultivated that is focused on spiritual matters and not worldly matters (Col. 
3:2). The confiscation of every gun in the country will not solve a failure in 
supervising what goes into a young person’s mind! 

We must be concerned with people who have mental problems. They do not 
need to be ignored but helped. A mentally ill person does not need a firearm, but 
removing guns and ammo from the hands of competent people will not prevent the 
mentally ill or the criminal from obtaining a gun.  
Our forefathers knew the value of the right to bear arms. It is a right that only 
dictators, the far left, and the criminal element wish to remove, and the reason 
should be evident. What will help our country more than anything else is to honour 
and respect God and His Word.  
  
 
 


