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The Complete Word Study Dictionary of the New Testament describes the word 
courage (also translated boldness and confidence) as follows: “To be of good 
cheer, have courage, be full of hope and confidence.” Words that are synonyms in 
the Greek are translated as: “To act as a man; to be bold, dare; and to speak out 
very boldly.”  

Courage is found wanting in so many instances today. Many brethren do not 
have the courage to stand firm for the Lord and His church. There are brethren who 
know the truth (what the Bible says), but they will not insist that truth be upheld 
when “grievous wolves” (Acts 20:29) make their presence known to all the flock. 
Elders who should possess godly courage are far too many times more efficient 
with a broom (sweeping sin under the proverbial carpet) than blowing the trumpet 
(sounding the warning against sin and sinful conduct). Courage is an indispensable 
characteristic of one who desires to save his soul and go to Heaven. May we learn 
from those who have gone before us, and have the courage to …: 

Obey like Abraham! “Now Jehovah said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto the land that I will 
show thee” (Gen. 12:1). Abraham had to quickly decide whether to leave his home 
and all that was near and dear to him or disobey God. It would require courage to 
leave behind all that was familiar and precious and travel to a strange and 
unfamiliar land. Abraham possessed both courage and trust so “Abram went, as 
Jehovah had spoken unto him. And Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy and 
five years old when he departed out of Haran” (Gen. 12:4). The writer of Hebrews 
emphasizes the great faith of Abraham in saying, “By faith Abraham, when he was 
called, obeyed to go out unto a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; 
and he went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he became a sojourner in 
the land of promise, as in a land not his own, dwelling in tents, with Isaac and 
Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: for he looked for the city which 
hath the foundations, whose builder and maker is God” (Heb. 11:8-10). May we 
have the courage to obey God and set our sight on “a house not made with hands, 
eternal, in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1).  
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Suffer like Moses! Moses was an example and encouragement to all. Most 
people would not have the courage to do as Moses did. The Scriptures declare, “By 
faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter; choosing rather to share ill treatment with the people of God, than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season” (Heb. 11:24-25). 

It requires courage to “suffer hardship...as a good soldier of Christ Jesus” (2 
Tim. 2:3). The promise and warning from God is this: “Yea, and all that would live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” 2 Tim. 3:12). But Peter adds these 
words of comfort: “But even if ye should suffer for righteousness' sake, blessed are 
ye: and fear not their fear, neither be troubled” (1 Pet. 3:14). As did Moses, if we 
“suffer according to the will of God,” we “commit [our] souls in well-doing unto a 
faithful Creator” (1 Pet. 4:19). 

To Flee like Joseph! Potiphar’s wife made advances towards Joseph and 
“caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: and he left his garment in her 
hand, and fled, and got him out” (Gen. 39:12). The Bible warns, “Flee fornication. 
Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication 
sinneth against his own body” (1 Cor. 6:18). Joseph knew that to yield to her 
request would be sinning against his own body, her, Potiphar, and God (cf. Gen. 
39:9). So many people find fornication and adultery so exciting that they dare not 
say no. If, however, people knew they would definitely be cast into prison for 
saying “no” to sexual immorality, how many would have the courage to do such? 
Joseph spent two years in prison for being courageous and trusting in God (Gen. 
41:1). Will you and I have the courage of Joseph? 

To Stand like Elijah! Elijah did not test which way the wind was blowing 
before he spoke the Word of God. He had the courage to proclaim God’s truths “in 
season” and “out of season” (2 Tim. 4:2). Marshall Keeble said this meant to 
preach the truth when it is popular and when it’s not! “And Elijah came near unto 
all the people, and said, How long go ye limping between the two sides? if Jehovah 
be God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not 
a word. Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, am left a prophet of 
Jehovah; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men” (1 Kings 18:21-22). 

Most faithful brethren have encountered moments when they felt as if the odds 
were 450 to 1. But many, not having the courage of Elijah, have “caved in” in the 
face of overwhelming opposition. We need to remember that God is always a 
“majority,” and He has never lost a battle. The attitude of Paul is needed when the 
devil’s helpers  attack the Lord’s church and confront truth: “What then shall we 
say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us” (Rom. 8:31)? May we have 
the courage to be like Paul and Elijah! 

To Persevere like Daniel! Daniel’s enemies (the faithful always has them) 
were able to get a decree signed that forbids praying for thirty days to anyone but 
King Darius (Dan. 6:4-9). The penalty was to be thrown into a den of lions. “And 
when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house (now his 
windows were open in his chamber toward Jerusalem) and he kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did 
aforetime” (Dan. 6:10). 

Daniel was faithful and courageous, not behind closed windows, but with 



windows open for all to see! Let us learn from and imitate these great servants 
God. May we have the courage to be faithful and please Jehovah no matter the 
cost! 
  
 
 


