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Last week [it was in September of 2012] my wife and I decided to travel to Branson, 
Missouri to get away for a few days. Branson is one of those unique spots that finds visitors 
outnumbering the locals by huge numbers for the majority of the year. This article is not about 
the city of Branson, the many shows one can see, or any earthly attraction one can participate in 
while there. The article is about seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness (Matt. 
6:33).  

Those who profess to be members of the Lord’s church vacation from time to time. It is 
usually the case that a family’s vacation will find them away from home on a Sunday or 
Wednesday or on both days. Decisions must be made with how to use the time that is available 
on any trip. This article is written to demonstrate that most who profess to be Christians do not 
take seriously the command to put the Lord’s church first when traveling. So many who consider 
themselves to be “faithful Christians” seemingly assemble only when convenient or when 
nothing else exciting is competing for that time slot.  

The following information is not meant in any way to criticize the local congregation, but is 
used to show the attitude of those who are visitors. These are attendance figures for the week of 
Sept. 16th for the Branson church of Christ: 
  

LOCAL VISITORS TOTAL   

BC   49 24 73   

AM  52 114 166   

PM  37 16 53   

WED 
47 

17 64   

 
The statistics show that 114 visitors attended the morning worship service while only 24 

visitors attended Bible class. Only 16 visitors were back Sunday evening for the worship service. 
While it is possible that a few could have departed from Branson, it is more likely that most had 
taken the time for a leisurely meal and then indulged in an evening show/activity. The truth is 
that most who profess to be Christians do not take precious time from their vacation to assemble 
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with the saints for Sunday Bible class, Sunday evening worship, or midweek Bible study! 
The Lord has clearly addressed what is essential for the child of God. No, it is not squeezing 

in another show for one’s enjoyment and pleasure. A faithful child of God will not forsake 
assembling together with the saints (Heb. 10:25), but will make every effort to seek “first his 
kingdom, and his righteousness” (Matt. 6:33). One does not put the Lord’s church first when he 
elects to skip meeting with the saints to attend a show he would not otherwise get to see.  

Many times other people are not aware of where our priorities lie, but the Lord always 
knows! It somehow has a hollow ring that being faithful to and worshipping God is the most 
important thing a Christian can do unless he is in Branson. The truth is that attendance figures 
suffer for Bible class, evening worship, and mid-week Bible study throughout the world. It’s just 
that the Devil is a little more successful in places like Branson than he usually would be. Church 
members who would ordinarily attend Bible class and Sunday/Wednesday evening services 
when at home now opt to skip in order to enjoy themselves. After all, this opportunity does not 
avail itself very often so ……! 

If we are serious about making Heaven our home, we will seek the Lord and His church first 
(Matt. 6:33), and love God with all our heart, soul, and mind (Matt. 22:37). 

  
 
 
 


