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Joshua was God’s faithful servant. As he prepares to enter into the rest that 
awaits him, he calls together Israel’s elders, heads, judges, and officers to remind 
them that faithfulness to Jehovah will always ensure His blessings. Let us learn 
from the speech of this godly warrior! 

How Israel’s Possession was Secured! It is clear that God is the Deliverer of 
His people, and not Joshua. The power of an evil Pharaoh had to be broken before 
Israel could escape their cruel taskmasters and travel toward the Promised Land. 
Moses and Joshua were influential and faithful leaders, but it is God who delivers 
His people. Joshua reminds Israel, “Ye have seen all that Jehovah your God hath 
done unto all these nations because of you; for Jehovah your God, he it is that hath 
fought for you” (Joshua 23:3).  

Just as Israel had to be delivered from being bondservants to Egypt before 
traveling toward Canaan, people today must be delivered from the power and 
bondage of sin before having their minds set on Heaven. The power to do such 
comes from God and is found in obedience to the gospel (Rom. 1:16). 

Israel’s enemies tried to keep her from enjoying what God had promised her. 
There would be many temptations and stumbling blocks for Israel to endure on the 
way to the Promised Land. So it is with followers of Christ today! The devil, the 
world, and the flesh are bitterly opposed to one’s soul claiming inheritance in that 
“house not made with hands, eternal, in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). The same God 
that drove Israel’s enemies from their sight (Josh. 23:5) guarantees that if faithful, 
we too will be “more than conquerors through him that loved us” (Rom. 8:37).   

How Israel’s Possession was Retained! First, there could be no going back. 
Joshua reminds his people, “Else if ye do at all go back, and cleave unto the 
remnant of these nations, even these that remain among you, and make marriages 
with them, and go in unto them, and they to you; know for a certainty that Jehovah 
your God will no more drive these nations from out of your sight; but they shall be 
a snare and a trap unto you, and a scourge in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, 
until ye perish from off this good land which Jehovah your God hath given you” 
(Josh. 23:12-13). Israel was not allowed to return to Egypt or to the wilderness of 
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sin. The principles that governed their former thinking and way of life had to be 
cast aside. Evil thoughts allowed to remain in their hearts would “be as pricks in 
[their] eyes” (Num. 33:55).  

The New Testament warns Christians, “Take heed, brethren, lest haply there 
shall be in any one of you an evil heart of unbelief, in falling away from the living 
God” Heb. 3:12). The old man (creature) that yields to the deeds of the world must 
be cast aside and the new creature in Christ must now reign (2 Cor. 5:17). Going 
back to worldly living will rob one of his blessings in Christ! 

Second, Israel could have no fellowship with the enemy (Josh. 23:7, 12)! Why 
would a follower of God desire to have fellowship with the Devil and his helpers? 
Let me reference a Scripture that most people want to limit  to idolatry while 
excluding everything else. And, I fully understand the context, but I also 
understand the principle. Paul says, “Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath righteousness and iniquity? or what communion hath light 
with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what portion hath a 
believer with an unbeliever. And what agreement hath a temple of God with idols? 
for we are a temple of the living God; even as God said, I will dwell in them, and 
walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore 
Come ye out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, And touch no 
unclean thing, And I will receive you, And will be to you a Father, And ye shall be 
to me sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty” (2 Cor. 6:14-17). An unequal 
yoke in any area is forbidden by God. When Israel associated with the Canaanites, 
it never improved the Canaanites, and it always brought misery to God’s people. 
To fellowship evil is always wrong, and it is foolish to allow our associations to 
funnel us into something that is always unscriptural — an “unequal yoke.”  

The Consequences of Going Back! The children of Reuben and Gad were 
reminded that if they did not unite with their brethren in driving the Canaanites 
from the land of promise their sin would find them out (Num. 32:23). Jehovah 
intended for His people to possess the land of Canaan, but He did not intend for 
them to associate with and marry the inhabitants of Canaan and become as worldly 
as they were.  

Worldly people can become “a scourge in [our] sides, and thorns in [our] eyes” 
(Josh. 23:13). When such occurs, God does not have to bestow upon us the 
blessings He has promised to bestow provided we remain separate and apart from 
the world.  

We clearly see from Israel that disobedience to Jehovah will bring a loss of 
comfort and blessings. People who fail to follow God will become miserable 
failures instead of joyful conquerors! When one turns away from the light of God’s 
truths, he will always wind up in the darkness of the devil’s lies. 

God warned His people that disobedience and unbelief would cause them to 
“perish” from the land He had given them (Josh. 23:13). In turning away from 
God, the Israelites became day by day more unfit, as a nation, to keep possession 
of the Promised Land. 

Backsliding is a process (Psa. 1:1) by which a Christian’s appreciation for 
spiritual blessings gradually deteriorates until he finds himself living again 
according to the world. One who has been “raised together with Christ, [must] 



seek the things that are above, where Christ is…” (Col. 3:1). To keep God’s 
blessings, one must “set [his] mind on things that are above, not on the things that 
are upon the earth” (Col. 3:2).  
  
 
 


