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The first six verses of chapter twenty of Jeremiah are full of warning to those 
who occupy a position of authority but because of foolish pride despise and reject 
God’s Word at the mouth of His faithful prophet. Let us learn from the fatal 
consequences of Pashhur’s problem! 

Pashhur’s Position! Jeremiah writes in 20:1: “Now Pashhur, the son of Immer 
the priest, who was chief officer in the house of Jehovah, heard Jeremiah 
prophesying these things.” Being the son of a priest and “chief officer in the house 
of Jehovah,” one would expect Pashhur to support and sympathize with God’s 
prophet. Not so! While serving in the house of God, Pashhur was in opposition to 
Jehovah’s purpose and His faithful mouthpiece.  

So many times the same thing occurs today in the Lord’s church. It may be an 
elder, a deacon, the preacher, or a teacher entrusted to instruct a Bible class. What 
people so desperately need to learn is that a religious position does not 
automatically mean that one is faithful to the Lord and His cause. Pashhur has 
many spiritual kinfolk who today are leading gullible members farther and farther 
away from the truth. Those who are privileged to occupy positions of authority 
should take the position seriously — the Lord does! 

Pashhur’s Hostility At God’s Word! “Then Pashhur smote Jeremiah the 
prophet, and put him in the stocks that were in the upper gate of Benjamin, which 
was in the house of Jehovah” (Jer. 20:2). Pashhur’s thoughts and desires are in 
opposition to God’s thoughts and desires, so he chooses to insult and imprison the 
messenger. One cannot help but remember Isaiah forthrightly declaring, “Seek ye 
Jehovah while he may be found; call ye upon him while he is near: let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return unto 
Jehovah, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith Jehovah” (Isa. 55:6-8).  

Many people today have great hostility toward the pure and powerful Word of 
God. God’s truths are not their truths, and His ways are not their ways. Many of 
our elected officials detest and despise God’s directions for nations and people. 
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And, on an even sadder note, most religious groups have nothing but disdain for a 
great portion of the Holy Scriptures. The great majority of mankind chooses their 
whims, feelings, wishes, and wants over a “thus saith the Lord!” As a tall weed or 
blade of grass may show which way the wind blows, a word or disgusted look can 
reveal the hostility of one’s mind toward God’s truths. Lack of trust in and disdain 
for the Word of God is alive and well today! 

Pashhur’s Sudden Exposure! “And it came to pass on the morrow, that 
Pashhur brought forth Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then said Jeremiah unto him, 
Jehovah hath not called thy name Pashhur, but Magor-missabib” (Jer. 20:3). 
Instead of joy and security on every side (Pashhur), God calls him terror of every 
side (Magor-missabib).  

People today need to remember that they can call themselves whatever they 
desire, but God will name them for what they are! Many who claim to be believers, 
God will call unbelievers. One may call himself a Christian and God will call him 
an alien sinner. Another may claim to be a follower of Christ and God will call him 
a follower of Satan. Many call themselves members of the Lord’s church and God 
calls them members of man-made churches (denominations). What is important for 
us to learn is that a man is what God sees him to be! As the Scriptures declare, “Be 
not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap. For he that soweth unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but 
he that soweth unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life” (Gal. 6:7-8).  

Pashhur’s Deceitful Life! “And thou, Pashhur, and all that dwell in thy house 
shall go into captivity; and thou shalt come to Babylon, and there thou shalt die, 
and there shalt thou be buried, thou, and all thy friends, to whom thou hast 
prophesied falsely” (Jer. 20:6). Pashhur was a liar because he taught contrary to 
God’s Word. This is precisely the situation for every one today whose teaching 
does not agree with the Word of God. Do you remember Paul saying, “let God be 
found true, but every man a liar” (Rom. 3:4)? One, no matter whom he may be, is 
a liar if his teaching does not agree with the Holy Scriptures! Elymas the sorcerer 
opposed the teaching of Barnabas and Paul and sought to undermine God’s Word 
and turn “the proconsul from the faith” (Acts 13:8). But Paul answered and acted 
correctly in confronting Elymas and saying, “O full of all guile and all villany, 
thou son of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to 
pervert the right ways of the Lord” (Acts 13:10). Every person who seeks to 
pervert the way of God will ultimately be defeated and put to shame! 

Pashhur’s Doom! “Behold, I will make thee a terror to thyself, and to all thy 
friends; and they shall fall by the sword of their enemies, and thine eyes shall 
behold it ...” (Jer. 20:4). Those who oppose God in whatever capacity are doomed 
to failure. All of their friends and well-wishers are also doomed to failure. The 
eternal principle is, “And if the blind guide the blind, both shall fall into a pit” 
(Matt. 15:14).  

Are members of the Lord’s church listening?  Many are not because they are 
interested only in numbers and not offending false teachers! One who defies God’s 
Word carries in his own bosom the brimstone of his own deeds. What is more 
terrible than a person who by hostility to the Word of God has become a terror to 
himself? 



May we learn that Pashhur’s problem was not with Jehovah’s mouthpiece, 
Jeremiah, but with God Himself! As it was then, so is it today! One is his own 
worst enemy who refuses to honor and obey the Word of God! 
  
 
 


