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To the brethren at Rome Paul states: “For they that are after the flesh mind the 
things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For the 
mind of the flesh is death; but the mind of the Spirit is life and peace: because the 
mind of the flesh is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can it be: and they that are in the flesh cannot please God” (Rom. 
8:5-8).  

Many people give no thought to their eternal welfare as they eagerly and 
enthusiastically pursue the glitter and thrill of material things. A mind devoted to 
fleshly things will ignore God and spiritual matters. A carnal minded person is 
attracted to “the things that are upon the earth” instead of “the things that are 
above” (Col. 3:2).  

One cannot please God by rebelling against His laws. Such truth should be 
simple to see and boils down to one simple fact. One cannot lay claim to Christ 
while rejecting His law. Both law and Lawgiver are inseparable! 

Paul thus charges those in Rome who have obeyed the gospel and become new 
creatures in Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 5:17) with these words: “So then, brethren, we are 
debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh: for if ye live after the flesh, ye must 
die; but if by the Spirit ye put to death the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God” (Rom. 8:12-14). Let 
us consider some truths that are stated about this “new life” that is found in Christ 
Jesus. This is a life — 

The New Life Is Not Of The Flesh! It is made clear that a new creature (child 
of God) is not a debtor to live according to the flesh (Rom. 8:12). Fleshly wisdom 
did not reveal the new birth (John 3:3-5) and does not promote the new life. People 
do not have an obligation to live according to the flesh and participate in carnal, 
sensual, and worldly activities. Ungodly living is not an obligation but a choice. 
One should choose the new life which does not seek fleshly gratification! 

The New Life Owes Nothing To The Flesh! One should be a debtor to God 
and Christ because of what they have done for all mankind (Rom. 1:14). A person 
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has the opportunity to free himself from the bondage of sin (Rom. 6:16-18) by 
obeying the gospel and obtaining the remission of sins (Acts 2:38). The new man 
owes the old man absolutely nothing. This is affirmed by Paul in saying, 
“Wherefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature: the old things are passed 
away; behold, they are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17).  

The New Life Is Opposed To The Flesh! The salvation made possible by the 
grace of God teaches us to deny all ungodliness. The Scriptures say, “For the 
grace of God hath appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us, to the 
intent that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly and 
righteously and godly in this present world” (Titus 2:11-12). Fleshly deeds of the 
body will be opposed and mortified or put to death by the new man in Christ. Such 
truth could not be made more clear than in these verses: “Put to death therefore 
your members which are upon the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil 
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry; for which things' sake cometh the 
wrath of God upon the sons of disobedience: wherein ye also once walked, when ye 
lived in these things; but now do ye also put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, 
railing, shameful speaking out of your mouth: lie not one to another; seeing that ye 
have put off the old man with his doings, and have put on the new man, that is 
being renewed unto knowledge after the image of him that created him: where 
there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, 
Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ is all, and in all”  (Col. 3:5-11). The new 
man and the old creature cannot co-exist! 

This New Life Will Be Led By The Spirit (Rom. 8:14)! Is this a “hands on” 
situation by which the Holy Spirit directly leads the new creature in Christ by 
visions, dreams, manifestations, hunches, and experiences? Robert R. Taylor, Jr. 
has correctly observed: 

Were the Spirit acting directly on human hearts and not through a medium, 
there would be no need for the Bible. Direct operation of the Spirit either on 
an alien’s heart, a Christian’s heart or both their hearts impeaches the all-
sufficiency of the Scriptures. Such a view reduces to zero man’s needs for a 
written revelation at all. The Spirit has revealed to us the gospel of God, the 
good news of redemption in Christ. As we hear and heed the gospel we are 
led by the Spirit This, precisely, is how sonship is attained and maintained. 
Obedience to the gospel is how to attain; gospel-centered living is how to 
maintain it. [Studies in Romans] 
But one may say, did not Paul state earlier that the Spirit of God dwells in the 

new man (Rom. 8:9)? Yes, but Paul did not say how the Spirit indwells the 
Christian. The Father (1 John 4:15), the Son (Col. 1:27), and the Spirit indwells the 
Christian. Taylor again accurately states: 

But this is far from proving that the whole Godhead indwells us bodily, 
actually, personally, directly. Not any of the three does. Each indwells us as 
their will moves and molds us in righteous living. Ephesians 3:17...affirms 
that Christ indwells us by faith. But faith comes by hearing and hearing by 
God’s word (Rom. 10:17). It is a strange type of Biblical exegesis to hold 
that Father and Son indwell us representatively but that the Holy Spirit 



indwells us actually, bodily, literally and directly. 
May we be grateful for the new life in Christ!  
  

  
 
 


