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Union does not mean there is Bible unity nor does it mean there is always 
strength. The truth is that an unequal yoke with unbelievers is utter weakness (2 
Cor. 6:14-18). The godless Ahab was pleased to have the help of the God-fearing 
Jehoshaphat, but the compromising on his part led to shame and defeat. It was a 
grievous error in judgment for Jehoshaphat to unite in any way with Ahab, and 
Coffman quotes from several sources as to why such occurred: 

He disregarded the vast moral and religious gulf separating the two 
kingdoms, and made an alliance with Ahab (Wycliffe). This was the first 
time that a king of Judah (of the house of David) had visited one of the kings 
who had revolted from that dynasty (F.W. Farrar). Neither the alliance 
formed here nor the matrimonial alliance that further cemented the two royal 
families met with the Lord’s approval [2 Chron. 19:2] (JFB Commentary). 
As for the reason Jehoshaphat agreed to such a sinful and dangerous 
alliance, Hammond believed that was prompted, in part, by the fact that 
“The Syrian army was entrenched at Ramoth-gilead, only 40 miles from 
Jerusalem” (Pulpit Commentary). Of course, the marriage of Athaliah, a 
daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, and Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat, thus 
sentimentally uniting the two families might also have been a factor entering 
into Jehoshaphat’s ready acceptance with Ahab’s invitation. Whatever the 
reasons, the alliance was a mistake. Too intimate a relationship with evil 
people, “Has brought many good people into a dangerous fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness” (Matthew Henry’s Commentary). 
Micaiah is a brave and noble man with some of the daring of Elijah. Let us 

benefit by noting his faithfulness and the results of such faithfulness. 
Micaiah was a holy man! “But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet 

of Jehovah besides, that we may inquire of him? And the king of Israel said unto 
Jehoshaphat, there is yet one man by whom we may inquire of Jehovah, Micaiah 
the son of Imlah: but I hate him; for he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but 
evil. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so” (1 Kings 22:7-8). The 
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meaning of his name is “Who is like Jehovah?” His name speaks volumes of his 
impeccable character. Micaiah was God’s faithful and dependable mouthpiece — a 
burning light that shined forcefully in a dark and sinful world!  

Christians today are to be faithful and holy. As Peter notes, “But ye are a elect 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that ye 
may show forth the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light” (1 Pet. 2:9).  

Micaiah was tempted! The messenger sent from the king tried to persuade him 
to speak words pleasing to the king. The messenger appealed to Micaiah to do as 
other spineless prophets had done — cower down and speak smooth and good 
words to the king! Such a temptation is always designed to please man rather than 
God. Micaiah believed as did the apostle Paul: “For am I now seeking the favor of 
men, or of God? or am I striving to please men? if I were still pleasing men, I 
should not be a servant of Christ” (Gal. 1:10).  

The king’s four hundred false prophets had all spoken the same smooth lies, but 
the man who speaks God’s truths must be prepared to stand alone. The workers of 
iniquity always demand that their ears be tickled, and men-pleasers are experts in 
gently caressing people’s ears. 

Micaiah was faithful! He did not hesitate in giving his answer: “And Micaiah 
said, As Jehovah liveth, what Jehovah saith unto me, that will I speak” (1 Kings 
22:14). In a land where nothing seems certain and sure, there is always one certain 
and sure fact. The faithful mouthpiece of God will never fail to declare “the whole 
counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). There is no misunderstanding these words: “The 
prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, let him 
speak my word faithfully. What is the straw to the wheat? saith Jehovah” (Jer. 
23:28).  

One surely handles the word of God deceitfully when he turns its sharp and 
cutting edge away from the minds of the people! 

Faithfulness is always profitable, but it is not always pleasant. The results of 
Micaiah’s faithfulness were these: 

He was hated! “And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, there is yet one 
man by whom we may inquire of Jehovah, Micaiah the son of Imlah: but I hate 
him…” (1 Kings 22:8). The world will always hate those who are faithful to God. 
The world never takes kindly to those who rebuke their evil deeds. The carnal 
mind is always opposed to God’s will. If Ahab had loved God, he would have 
loved God’s servant who spoke the truth. Nothing has changed in this regard today. 
As Jesus says, “For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, and cometh not to 
the light, lest his works should be reproved” (John 3:20). 

He was mocked! “Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came near, and smote 
Micaiah on the cheek, and said, Which way went the Spirit of Jehovah from me to 
speak unto thee” (1 Kings 22:24)? What do men-pleasers or false prophets know 
about the Spirit of God? Absolutely nothing! One thing is for certain — smiting 
the spokesman of God does not break the teeth of truth!  

We live in a Godless society today that excels in mocking God and Christianity. 
Laws are enacted that defy God’s Word. But when this world ends and Judgment 
begins, it will be as the Lord said: “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my 



sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge him 
in the last day” (John 12:48).  

He was imprisoned! “Thus saith the king, Put this fellow in the prison, and 
feed him with bread of affliction and with water of affliction, until I come in 
peace” (1 Kings 22:27). It may be relatively easy to bind the faithful servant of 
God, but the Word of God will never be bound!  

Micaiah was God’s man and this makes him an enemy of the world. Those who 
love the Lord and His church will gladly suffer as did Micaiah!  
  
 
 


