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It is a very brief but most powerful verse of Scripture. In Luke 17:32 one reads, 
“Remember Lot's wife.” There are some very solemn reasons to remember the wife 
of Lot. If one is serious about saving his soul and being found in Heaven, there are 
several things regarding Lot’s wife that must never be forgotten. Do not forget 
that… 

She Perished Though She Was the wife of a Righteous Man! Lot was not 
sinless and surely did not always make the wisest of decisions, but the Bible 
describes him as a “righteous man” with a “vexed” soul because of the “lawless 
deeds” of the wicked (2 Pet. 2:6).  

A husband will not inherit Heaven simply because he has a righteous wife. 
Neither will a wife go to Heaven simple because her husband is righteous. And, 
children will not inherit that “house not made with hands” (2 Cor. 5:1) just 
because they have righteous parents.  

The Bible declares, “For we must all be made manifest before the judgment-
seat of Christ; that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to 
what he hath done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). One’s personal 
goodness or righteousness cannot be transferred to another. Each person is 
accountable before the Lord for his/her own actions. 

She Perished Though She Was Warned of Her Danger! A special message 
came from Heaven by way of angels warning Lot and his family to flee the city. 
“And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy 
wife, and thy two daughters that are here, lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of 
the city. But he lingered. And the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand 
of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters, Jehovah being merciful unto 
him. And they brought him forth, and set him without the city” (Gen. 19:15-16).  

All today have a special warning from the Word of God. “He that believeth on 
the Son hath eternal life; but he that obeyeth not the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him” (John 3:36, ASV). The KJV renders the ASV’s 
“obeyeth not” as “believeth not” in this verse. It is obvious that the ASV indicates 
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that genuine belief includes obedience! 
Guy Woods comments as follows: 
The phrases “believeth on the Son,” and “obeyeth not the Son,” are put in 
contrast and stand as exact opposites. That is, to believe on the Son is to 
obey the Son, “believeth” here signifying a faith that acts. Mental assent is 
not true biblical faith and is nowhere reckoned as such. Belief blesses only 
when it leads its possesser to obedience. 
She Perished Even Though She Made an Effort to be Saved! Mrs. Lot heard 

the warning (Gen. 19:17). The entire family had to be led out of the city (v. 16) in 
spite of the warning. Even if one is convinced Mrs. Lot believed the angels, it is 
obvious she fell short of complete obedience.  

Mrs. Lot evidently could not dismiss the wicked city from her mind. She 
seemingly cast a wishful glance at the city one last time. This one look backwards 
was expensive — she lost her life and her soul! 

Failure to obey all that God says to do is to perish. Many today make some 
effort to please God but it is not a wholehearted effort. Nothing short of loving 
God with all of one’s heart, soul, and mind will suffice (Matt. 22:37). 

She Perished Although Separated from the Sodomites! Mrs. Lot was outside 
the city of Sodom, but all of her affections did not travel with her. She was not a 
practicing sodomite, but she had been influenced by her worldly environment. Evil 
companions do what (1 Cor. 15:33)? 

Many times today members of the Lord’s church cannot sever ties with 
ungodliness! Never mind that the Lord demands that His followers “have no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather even reprove them” 
(Eph. 5:11)! Instead of reproof or correction, many ignore the Lord’s command 
and assist, encourage, and participate in recreation and entertainment with 
members who are living ungodly lives.  

Instead of being the “salt of the earth” the salt has “lost its savor” and is 
“good for nothing, but to be cast out and trodden under the foot of men” (Matt. 
5:14).  

She Perished Though She Committed but One Recorded Sin! This one sin, 
however, is deep rooted. It was the soul-damning sin of disbelief that manifested 
itself in a disobedient look at the city she fled. The command was simple: “Escape 
for thy life. Look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the Plain. Escape to the 
mountain, lest thou be consumed” (Gen. 19:17).  

It is not necessarily the number of sins that condemns, but the very nature of 
sin. To commit sin is to transgress God’s law — “Whosoever committeth sin 
transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4, 
KJV). It has been made clear that “the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). Sin 
separates one from God (Isa. 59:2).  

There is another important point to consider. Mrs. Lot would have never looked 
back if she had kept her eye on the mountain before her. It is no small matter that 
Paul admonishes, “Set your mind on the things that are above, not on the things 
that are upon the earth” (Col. 3:2).  



May we who are Christians profit from the Master’s statement to one who 
thought he wanted to follow the Master: “Jesus said unto him, No man, having put 
his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62). 
  
 
 


