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Truth is often misrepresented in our world today. Such a problem is not new, 
however, as God charged people long ago with the same sin. Yes, it is a sin to 
misrepresent, twist, pervert, or wrest a Scripture in an attempt to make it teach 
some erroneous man-made doctrine.  

To the Israelites God said, “What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning 
the land of Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's 
teeth are set on edge? As I live, saith the Lord Jehovah, ye shall not have occasion 
any more to use this proverb in Israel” (Ezek. 18:2-3). It is a fact that hereditary 
influence may be great, but such influence does not override one’s personal 
responsibility and freedom of choice. There is nothing in the Bible to 
accommodate the Calvinistic doctrine of hereditary total depravity. A person is not 
born a sinner nor does he at any time inherit the sins of Adam and Eve. May we 
profit from several lessons made clear in this great Bible chapter! 

All Souls Belong To God! “Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the 
father, so also the soul of the son is mine…” (Ezek. 18:4a). Human life did not 
“just happen” — the Father is the Creator and Sustainer of life (Gen. 2:7). One 
may claim his body is his own to do with as he pleases, but the truth of the matter 
is that all belong to God! 

Each Soul Is Individually Responsible To God! “...the soul that sinneth, it 
shall die” (Ezek. 18:4b, 20). Jehovah requires no person to die spiritually because 
of the sins of others. The wicked and sinful son of a righteous man will die in his 
own sins, and the godly son of a sinful father will live (cf. vs. 5-13). The Scriptures 
consistently teach that “each one of us shall give account of himself to God” 
(Rom. 14:12). No one is condemned because he inherits Adam’s sin but because 
“all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).  

Righteousness Is The Condition Of Life! “But if a man be just, and do that 
which is lawful and right … hath walked in my statutes, and hath kept mine 
ordinances, to deal truly; he is just, he shall surely live, saith the Lord Jehovah” 
(Ezek. 18:5, 9). A just man is thus defined as one who abides by God’s laws. One 
is reckoned righteous by God who has the faith to obey Divine laws (Rom. 4:5). 
John therefore exclaims, “but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
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fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all 
sin” (1 John 1:7). No, one cannot live in sin and expect to be saved by God’s 
grace! The Hebrews writer leaves no room for misunderstanding in saying of 
Christ: “and having been made perfect, he became unto all them that obey him the 
author of eternal salvation” (Heb. 5:9).  

Wickedness Is The Condition Of Death! “The soul that sinneth, it shall die: 
the son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the 
iniquity of the son; the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him” (Ezek. 18:20). Wickedness is the very 
opposite of the just and lawful — wickedness is lawlessness. John declares, 
“Every one that doeth sin doeth also lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness” (1 John 
3:4). Enmity to God’s Word and Will is ample evidence of lawlessness! Worldly 
people who are blinded by humanistic philosophy have become a law unto 
themselves and are the murderers of their own souls! 

Sin And Death Are Inseparable! Even though most folks no longer read nor 
believe the Bible, God’s Word still warns, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die” 
(Ezek. 18:20).  Neither do most people believe that “the wages of sin is death” 
(Rom. 6:23). Think about it! “Wages” are something that one rightly earns, and 
they must be justly paid.  

People must realize that the presence of sin means death just as the absence of 
light means darkness. When one rejects the Light of the world and no longer 
desires to be guided by the Light of His Word, he has chosen death and darkness as 
his lot (eternal torment). 

God Has No Pleasure In The Death Of The Lawless! “Have I any pleasure 
in the death of the wicked? saith the Lord Jehovah; and not rather that he should 
return from his way, and live” (Ezek. 18:23)? The beginning of John 3:16 stresses 
that “God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son.” Such an act 
sheds abundant light on the Father’s love for man and His displeasure at the death 
of a sinning soul!  

The Heavenly Father “would have all men to be saved, and come to the 
knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). The Son demonstrated His love for lost souls 
in dying for us “while we were yet sinners” (Rom. 5:8). His plea has always been 
for people to come to Him and save their souls. In far too many instances, 
however, the Savior’s words of the past would be applicable today: “O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, that killeth the prophets, and stoneth them that are sent unto her! how 
often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not” (Matt. 23:37)! 

If one loses his soul, it will not be because of a lack of love on God’s part to 
provide salvation for it! 

Repentance Is The Key To Life Eternal! The one that comes to Christ will 
not be cast out (John 6:37). Such coming must be done, however, on the Lord’s 
terms — not man’s! Since the “wages of sin is death” Rom. 6:23), the blood of 
Christ must be contacted for “the forgiveness of our trespasses” (Eph. 1:7). The 
blood cannot be contacted outside of Christ, and one is baptized into Christ (Rom. 
6:3-4). One cannot then be saved without putting on Christ by way of being buried 
“with him through baptism unto death” (Gal. 3:27; Rom. 6:4). 



All sin, of course, must be turned from before baptism will benefit a person. It 
is “repent or perish” (Luke 13:3). Repentance always precedes baptism and 
salvation (Acts 2:38). But after repentance, baptism is essential to salvation. As 
Saul (Paul) was told, “arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on 
his name” (Acts 22:16). May we never misrepresent Bible truth! 
  
 
 


