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There are three words that characterize one whom the Lord Jesus Christ deems 
as wise. The words are found in the following scripture: “Every one that cometh 
unto me, and heareth my words, and doeth them, I will show you to whom he is 
like: he is like a man building a house, who digged and went deep, and laid a 
foundation upon the rock: and when a flood arose, the stream brake against that 
house, and could not shake it: because it had been well builded” (Luke 6:47-48). 
The key words to consider are cometh, heareth, and doeth. To come to the Lord as 
the Savior, one must first be willing to hear and obey (do) His will. 

The two builders in Luke 6 contrast those who faithfully obey and trust in 
Christ with those who are determined to live, worship, and do what they desire 
regardless of what the Lord says. Let us reflect on some valuable lessons from 
what the Master taught! 

The Wisdom of the Obedient! The Lord said, “[H]e is like a man building a 
house, who digged and went deep, and laid a foundation upon the rock: and when 
a flood arose, the stream brake against that house, and could not shake it: because 
it had been well builded” (Luke 6:48).  

First, the wise man placed his trust (belief) in the rock. His faith was not in the 
sandy soil as being suitable for a proper foundation. Because he believed the rock 
was the only sufficient foundation, he would not build until the rock had been 
secured.  

Spiritually speaking, Jesus Christ is the Rock upon which all must build if they 
are to possess a realistic hope of Heaven (1 Cor. 10:4). Salvation is found only in 
Christ Jesus (2 Tim. 2:10). Immersion (baptism) is the final act whereby one 
“put[s] on Christ” (Gal. 3:27). A wise person will build on the only foundation 
that produces a child of God — a foundation of belief, repentance, confession, and 
baptism for remission of sins (Heb. 11:6; Lk. 13:3; Rom. 10:10; 6:4). 

Second, the wise man overcame every obstacle to build on the rock. He “digged 
and went deep!” There was a price to pay. He had to triumph over the world, the 
flesh, and the devil’s temptations. A foundation deeply laid is not an effortless and 
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simple task. 
There is much to separate the seeker of truth and the Savior. Pride, prejudice, 

preconceived ideas, and the burning desire to be popular keeps many from digging 
deep! There is no room for rubble between the rock that is used for the foundation. 

Third, upon finding the rock, the wise man built on it. He sought the rock for 
the purpose of building on it. How many today seem to be perfectly content to find 
the Rock and then refuse to build thereon?  

God speaks today through His beloved Son (Heb. 1:1-2). The Lord proclaims, 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by 
me” (John 14:6). Yet, in spite of this truth, the majority of people today claim 
Jesus as Lord of their life while having refused to build upon the Rock! 

Fourth, the wise man was not disappointed with the results of building on the 
rock. The “flood arose, the stream brake against that house, and could not shake 
it: because it had been well builded” (Luke 6:48). Paul was confident in saying, 
“for I know him whom I have believed, and I am persuaded that he is able to guard 
that which I have committed unto him against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12).  

The Foolishness of the Disobedient! “But he that heareth, and doeth not, is 
like a man that built a house upon the earth without a foundation; against which 
the stream brake, and straightway it fell in; and the ruin of that house was great” 
(Luke 6:49).  

First, the foolish man disregards the Rock! He probably believed that the Rock 
existed, but he decided he could be successful without building upon it. Paul 
describes people like this as being spoiled by “philosophy and vain deceit, after 
the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ” (Col. 
2:8). It is well worth remembering the scribes and Pharisees who continued with 
their building after rejecting Christ who was the “chief corner stone” (Eph. 2:20). 
The foundation they laid may have looked beautiful on the outside, but the inside 
(or the foundation) was rotten — “full of dead men’s bones” (Matt. 23:27).  

Second, the foolish man built too quickly! He commenced to build when he 
should have been digging deeper for the rock. It is the same with men today when 
they feel that they are saved without digging deeper into God’s Word. A casual 
reading of the Bible will not save one from his sins. A casual reading here and 
there of the Bible will not convince one of the Lord’s church — the church of 
Christ (cf. Rom. 16:16). Many today attempt to put down religious roots without 
ever identifying the seed that is sown (Luke 8:11)! 

Third, the foolish man builds without a firm foundation. He wants a refuge for 
his soul, but fails to see the absolute need of an infallible Rock for his house. One 
must remember, “other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11).  

Fourth, the foolish man’s hope and house perished! A wise man knows to dig 
deep and build on the Rock or the flood (Judgment) will come and sweep hope, 
house, and life (soul) away! The most important thing one will ever do is to dig 
deep and build upon the Rock! 
  
 



 


