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Jeremiah, spokesman of God, said, “They shall not deliver thee. Obey, I 
beseech thee, the voice of Jehovah, in that which I speak unto thee: so it shall be 
well with thee, and thy soul shall live” (Jer. 38:20).  

Many people are convinced that God speaks directly to them as He did to 
fathers, prophets, and people during the Patriarchal, Mosaical, and miraculous age 
of the early church. I recall attending a funeral where an apostate preacher who 
claimed to be a member of the Lord’s church said: “I was driving home when I 
learned of the tragic accident. I had no idea what I was going to say or do and God 
spoke to me before I reached home, saying, “I’ll tell you what to say and what to 
do.” I am sure that some attending that funeral service believed what the apostate 
said — but I surely did not. I have been attempting to preach the gospel for 50 
years and have conducted many funeral services, but I have not had God speak 
directly to me a single time. This man who made such a claim was a liar because 
the apostle Peter said, “Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons…” (Acts 10:34). God reveals Himself today to all in the same way — 
through His inspired Word! 

“The voice of Jehovah” in Jeremiah 38:20 stands for the word of God. God 
speaks to people today through His Son (Heb. 1:1-2). His Son speaks to us through 
the apostles and inspired writers who recorded His words (John 16:13; 1 Cor. 
2:13). Let us now profit by studying the Word of the Lord. It is: 

A Warning Voice! “Thus saith Jehovah, This city shall surely be given into the 
hand of the army of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it. Then the princes said 
unto the king, Let this man, we pray thee, be put to death; forasmuch as he 
weakeneth the hands of the men of war that remain in this city, and the hands of all 
the people, in speaking such words unto them: for this man seeketh not the welfare 
of this people, but the hurt” (Jer. 38:3-4).  

One definition of warning is “a threat or a sign that something bad is going to 
happen.” Another definition is “a piece of advice given to somebody to be careful 
or to stop doing something” (Encarta Dictionary). Is it not wonderful that God 
desires for us to be careful and safe as we journey through this life? Is it not 
because of His love that God warns us of all that is hurtful to our life and soul? A 
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warning is not bad if one’s house is on fire, if a bridge has collapsed on a fogy 
night, if water is several feet over a highway, or if a bear is on the prowl. Could it 
be that most people think more of their physical life than they do of their spiritual 
life? God wants us to go to Heaven, so He warns us that continuing to practice sin 
will cost us our soul (1 Cor. 6:9-11; Gal. 5:19-21; Rom. 6:23).  

A Humbling Voice! “Thus saith Jehovah, He that abideth in this city shall die 
by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence; but he that goeth forth to the 
Chaldeans shall live, and his life shall be unto him for a prey, and he shall live” 
(Jer. 38:2).  

There are times when pride must be swallowed, and the action that is taken is 
less than desirable. Sin has a way of humbling people, and those who refused 
Chaldean captivity would die. Had it not been for sin and disobedience God’s 
people would have been spared captivity by the cruel Babylonians. Such an 
incident clearly shows the high cost of sin and foolish pride! 

A Hated Voice! “Then the princes said unto the king, Let this man, we pray 
thee, be put to death; forasmuch as he weakeneth the hands of the men of war that 
remain in this city, and the hands of all the people, in speaking such words unto 
them: for this man seeketh not the welfare of this people, but the hurt. And 
Zedekiah the king said, Behold, he is in your hand; for the king is not he that can 
do anything against you. Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him into the dungeon 
of Malchijah the king's son, that was in the court of the guard: and they let down 
Jeremiah with cords. And in the dungeon there was no water, but mire; and 
Jeremiah sank in the mire” (Jer. 38:4-6).  

Even though the words were from the mouth of God, the people did not want to 
hear them from the prophet. Nothing has changed today! Let a gospel preacher 
preach against sin and warn against hell and brethren want to dispense with the 
preacher. They get to where they hate his presence and hate his voice. It is as the 
Lord said, “If the world hateth you, ye know that it hath hated me before it hated 
you. If ye were of the world, the world would love its own: but because ye are not 
of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you” 
(John 15:18-19).  

An Assuring Voice! “But Jeremiah said, They shall not deliver thee. Obey, I 
beseech thee, the voice of Jehovah, in that which I speak unto thee: so it shall be 
well with thee, and thy soul shall live” (Jer. 38:20).  

Zedekiah was afraid for his life and ask Jeremiah to hide nothing from him. 
Jeremiah assures Zedekiah that if he surrenders to the Babylonians he will live and 
the city will not be burned. God has always sought to assure mankind through His 
Word. More often than not, however, men have chosen to reject the blessed 
assurance they could have had! 

An Infallible Voice! “...when Zedekiah the king of Judah and all the men of 
war saw them, then they fled … and he went out toward the Arabah. But the army 
of the Chaldeans pursued after them, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of 
Jericho: and when they had taken him, they brought him up to Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon ... and he gave judgment upon him. Then the king of Babylon slew 
the sons of Zedekiah in Riblah before his eyes: also the king of Babylon slew all 
the nobles of Judah. Moreover he put out Zedekiah's eyes, and bound him in 



fetters, to carry him to Babylon. And the Chaldeans burned the king's house, and 
the houses of the people, with fire, and brake down the walls of Jerusalem” (Jer. 
39:4-8). 

The voice of the Lord was correct — it always is! Only fools reject God’s 
Word and steadfastly march to their own destruction. May we learn and heed the 
voice of the Lord!  
  
 
 
 


