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Those who cling tightly to man-made doctrine teach that one becomes a child of 
God by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ and accepting Him as their personal 
Savior. According to this teaching, there is nothing except for believing for one to 
do to be saved. This doctrine is strongly opposed to works of any kind being 
connected with one’s salvation. It is indeed a doctrine of belief or faith only. Is 
this, however, what the Bible teaches? Absolutely not! Let us go back to the Bible 
for an honest study of this matter. 

First, let us consider one of the most well known and popular verses of the 
Bible that is alleged to teach the false doctrine that one is saved by “belief only.” In 
teaching Nicodemus, Jesus said, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him [in him, KJV] should not 
perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). One will note that this promise is not 
given to just anyone who claims to believe — but to the believer who is in Him 
(John 3:15). This little preposition locates where the promise is — in Christ, His 
church, or His spiritual body (Eph. 1:22-23). We have information that even the 
devils/demons believe and shudder (James 2:19), but they surely are not obedient 
to the Lord’s commands and are not saved. 

Does belief encompass all things the Lord would have one to do to be saved, or 
only one thing. What gives man the right to conclude that belief does not include 
all that the Lord has commanded in regard to salvation? Strong’s Greek Definitions 
define belief [pistis] as follows: “moral conviction of religious truth...especially 
reliance upon God for salvation; abstractly, constancy in such profession; by 
extension, the system of religious (Gospel) truth itself.” One would think that the 
Lord’s statement in John 14:15 would prove how much truth is to be obeyed or 
kept. He said, “If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments [note the plural, 
MLW] .” How can one love the Lord and say that something is not necessary to do 
when the Savior says it must be done? Will one answer honestly? 

A student of the Scriptures will also notice that “belief” is a work of God (John 
6:29). There is a vast difference between the works demanded in the Old Law of 
Moses that cannot save one today (Gal. 5:4), and the works of obedience 
demanded in the New Testament (Heb. 5:9). Neither are we speaking of works a 

 
Marvin L. Weir 

 

 



man designs for himself to do but works commanded by Christ. 
Second, just about everyone today believes that one must put off the old man 

and become a new creature in Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 5:17). Is this accomplished by 
“belief only?” What about repentance? Would not one have to repent (turn away 
from) of his old worldly way of life in order to become a new creature? Is one 
saved (becomes a new creature) before he repents (turns from his sins)? Can one 
be saved while still clinging to his sins? Obviously not! One who becomes a New 
Testament Christian is described as having “died to sin” (Rom. 6:2). Thus, 
believing God regarding salvation includes repentance! 

Third, confession of Christ as God’s only begotten Son is demanded before one 
can be saved. Paul writes, “because if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as 
Lord, and shalt believe in thy heart that God raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved: for with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation” (Rom. 10:9-10). It should be clear that 
believing with one’s heart is a separate action from confessing with one’s mouth. 
Can one only believe but not confess the Christ and be saved? No, not according to 
the Bible! 

Fourth, baptism is the final act of obedience that saves a person. In Acts 2:38, if 
belief is required for salvation then so is repentance. Is one saved in his sins and 
then repents? Who can believe such? This one verse of scripture defeats the false 
doctrine of salvation by belief or faith only. 

If the promise of eternal life is made to the believer in Christ (John 3:15), then 
what is the act of obedience that actually puts one into Christ? The Bible answer: 
“For as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27). 
Baptism in water is essential to salvation and the evidence is abundant (Mark 
16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Rom. 6:3-4; 1 Pet. 3:20-21).  

Fifth, let us ascertain when newness of life begins. Almost all who teach that 
baptism is not necessary for one to become a child of God would affirm that a 
saved person has newness of life and is a new creature in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). So a 
simple question that sheds abundant light on the false teaching that one is saved by 
“belief only” is this: “When does newness of life occur — before or after baptism? 
Those peddling denominational doctrine declare if one believes and accepts Jesus 
Christ in his heart he is a child of God (no longer the old creature but a new 
creature, newness of life). The Bible teaches, however, that “We were buried 
therefore with him through baptism unto death: that like as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life” 
(Rom. 6:4). Newness of life occurs after being raised from baptism — not before 
one is baptized! 

Another nail in the coffin of the false teaching of “belief only” is the fact that 
Christ shed His blood in His death (John 19:34) and one who is saved must contact 
that blood. Baptism into Christ is the way one contacts Christ’s blood (Rom. 6:3). 
Does one contact the blood of Christ simply by believing? No! Can one contact the 
blood by belief and repentance only? No! Will belief, repentance, and confession 
give one access to the blood of Christ? No! One contacts the blood of Christ only 
by believing, dying to sin (repentance), confessing that the Lord Jesus is God’s 
Son, and being baptized (immersed, a burial — Rom. 6:4) into Christ.  



Can one be saved (have newness of life without contacting the precious blood 
of Christ? Absolutely not! Does newness of life occur before or after baptism? It 
does not require a great education to know that the Bible answer is after baptism 
and not before baptism (Rom. 6:4).  

May we be willing to submit to the Lord’s will on all matters to save our souls!  
 


