
 
 

 

 
 
 

Peter was privileged to preach the glorious gospel in Jerusalem on the Pentecost 
the Lord’s church was established. In verses 14
Peter indicted the Jews of killing the Messiah for whom they had looked. As a 
mere man, Peter would have had no success in reaching the Jews. But the power to 
“prick” 
unadulterated gospel must be proclaimed today, and not the thoughts and wishes of 
men. As Paul so aptly stated, 
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also 
to the Greek” 
the Word of God is 
119:105). 

Let us learn some things that occurred when Peter preached this gospel sermon. 
There wa

Deep Conviction! 
heart…” 

This powerful, intelligent, consecutive, and interesting discourse, supported 
everywhere by prophecies and corresponding facts, left them
and without excuse; and they plainly saw there was no hope for them, but in 
the mercy of him whom they had rejected and crucified.
The prophecy from Zechariah said, 

and upon the inhabitants of Jerusa
they shall look unto me whom they have pierced; and they shall mourn for him, as 
one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in 
bitterness for his first
the world in respect of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment”
The gospel is still the power needed today to convict folks of truth!

A Honest Question! 
most important question a man will ever ask. The Philippian Jailor believed in God 
and His power and said, 
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truly desires to save his soul will consult and abide by the Word of God!  
One who today asks what to do to be saved will receive different answers from 

different men. Relying upon men’s answers to this question will result in soul’s 
being lost! If you are convinced that your soul is more valuable than all the riches 
of this world (Matt. 16:26), then demand a Bible answer for what you must do to 
be saved.  

Plain Directions! “Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins…” (Acts 2:38). Peter’s answer was 
not, “You need to have some “experience” as a sign that God is with you.” Neither 
did he say, “Just accept into your heart Jesus Christ as your personal Savior.” He 
did not say, “Go to a mourner’s bench and pray until you pray through.” If one is 
honestly searching for the truth, what is difficult about understanding Peter’s 
inspired answer? One must repent and be baptized and such is necessary for the 
remission of sins.  

If one consults the Scriptures, he will find that to repent means to “turn”  from 
one’s sins (Acts 3:19). One cannot live in sin (practice sin) and please God (cf. 
Col. 3:5-7). The word “and”  joins two things that are of equal value — repentance 
and baptism. The Scriptures are clear that baptism is a burial (Rom. 6:4) and that it 
is the final act in which one puts on Christ (Gal. 3:27). One cannot be saved in his 
sins (Rom. 6:23), and the act of baptism washes away sins (Acts 22:16). Mark 
16:16 does not read, “He that believeth and is not baptized shall be saved,” but 
rather “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” Men do not have the 
liberty to add the “not” and delete the “is”! 

Joyful Reception! “They then that received his word were baptized: and there 
were added unto them in that day about three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41). The 
KJV translation adds the word “gladly.” Some will “gladly” receive the Word of 
God and some will not. How one receives the Word of God will determine his 
eternal destiny. A person who “gladly” receives God’s Word will joyfully submit 
and obey. One who does not “gladly” receive the Word will question, argue, and 
make excuses for not doing what God says to do. Instead of joyfully receiving the 
Word, many people say, “I just know… I just feel … I’m at peace with myself.” 
One may be at peace with himself while in this life and not obey God’s Word, but 
he will not be at peace after death and the Judgment (2 Thess. 1:8-9). 

Continued Steadfastness! “And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' 
teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the prayers” (Acts 2:42). 
Coffman comments, “As this church did, so should every church do, the apostles' 
teaching being the only doctrinal authority in the Christian religion. This is limited, 
of course, to the teachings of the New Testament.” 

If one is to save his soul, he must recognize and accept the authority of the 
Scriptures. A failure to comply with what God has authorized in worship and 
Christian living will cost many their souls. Man sins when he “adds to,” “takes 
from,” or compromises with the Word of God (Deut. 4:2; Rev. 22:18-19). Only the 
pure, unadulterated Word of God has the power to save (Gal. 1:6-9). May we cling 
steadfastly to the precious gospel! 
  



 
 


