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The Lord expects human beings to act reasonably and logically. To do so means 
that one will “count the cost” regarding decisions that are made. In Luke 14:28, the 
“tower” exemplifies the folly of becoming a follower of Christ without counting 
the cost.  

As Coffman says: 
  
The Saviour's teaching here is that the endeavor should be attempted in full 
view of the enormous cost of it. Men must bid farewell to the dearest earthly 
ties, mortify the lusts of the flesh, set their affections on heavenly things, and 
subordinate all earthly prospects to the will of the Master. 
  
No right thinking person desires that his life end like the tower of Babel — in 

embarrassment, shame, and confusion! To live the Christian life is both a 
wonderful and solemn undertaking. It is sad that far too many began this tower 
(their journey as a Christian) and fail to finish. What a tragedy! How sad it will be 
in the Day of Judgment to be reminded that a Christian had the obligation to “count 
the cost!” 

The Cost Of Being A Christian! The price is not cheap. For some the cost 
may be greater than for others because of temperament, lack of early training, 
ingrained habits, and current environment. Whatever the case may be, to get to 
Heaven, Christians must “count the cost.” One must count on: 

1. Giving up all sin!  Sin is the very worst of all investments because the 
“wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). Wherever sin lodges, it leaves its 
rotten stench. Sin never betters a society in any way, and is a shame and 
reproach to any person or nation. Christ did come to this earth that He 
“might redeem us from all iniquity” (Titus 2:14), but to be redeemed one 
must repent of his sins (Luke 13:3). This truth is stated succinctly  in these 
words: “If my people, who are called by my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I 
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hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land” (2 
Chron. 7:14). 

2. Surrendering the will! “What shall we do” (Acts 2:37) must be the attitude 
of those who desire God’s blessings. Many don’t want to know what to do 
as they have no desire to submit to Christ and “seek first his kingdom and 
his righteousness” (Matt. 6:33).  

3. Separation from the world! The apostle Paul had the right attitude, saying, 
“But far be it from me to glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through which the world hath been crucified unto me, and I unto the world” 
(Gal. 6:14). “If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him” 
(1 John 2:15), hence God implores, “Come ye out from among them, and be 
ye separate, saith the Lord, And touch no unclean thing; And I will receive 
you” (2 Cor. 6:17).  

4. Opposition by the world! The world that hates the Lord will hate Christians 
(John 15:18). Abel suffered and was murdered because his works were 
righteous (Gen. 4:4, 8). Jesus says, “In the world ye have tribulation: but be 
of good cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33b).  

5. Temptation by the Devil! The ungodly are not under attack by the Devil for 
he already has them in his grasp. Those who strive to live godly will indeed 
suffer persecution (2 Tim. 3:12). The Devil lives to seek “whom he might 
devour” (1 Pet. 5:8).  

6. Self-denial! This is closely akin to point number two. Let us remember this 
principle: “...If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow me” (Matt. 16:24). As Paul so ably said, “I have 
been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I that live, but Christ living in 
me” (Gal. 2:20).  

The Cost Of Not Being A Christian! If one’s soul only focuses on the things 
of this world, his soul will end up in eternal bankruptcy. To gain the world and lose 
the soul is to reside forever in an eternal Hell. The loss that will be suffered is the 
loss of: 

1. The forgiving love of the Father! Christ is the “author of eternal salvation” 
only “unto all them that obey him” (Heb. 5:9).   

2. The saving power of Christ the Son! The Lord Jesus will in that Day render 
“vengeance to them that know not God, and to them that obey not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus: who shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruction 
from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his might” (1 Thess. 1:8-9).  

3. The wonderful promises of His Word! Those who live in sin will not enter 
into Heaven (1 Cor. 6:9-11; Gal. 5:19-21), but those who “die in the Lord” 
will be blessed (Rev. 14:13). Every spiritual blessing is in Christ Jesus (Eph. 
1:3), and those faithful unto death will receive “the crown of life” (Rev. 
2:10).  

4. The joy of seeing Christ and being like him! “Beloved, now are we 
children of God, and it is not yet made manifest what we shall be. We know 
that, if he shall be manifested, we shall be like him; for we shall see him 
even as he is” (1 John 3:2).  

If one desires to be with the Heavenly Father and all the redeemed throughout 



eternity, he will carefully count the cost of being a Christian! 
  
 
 


