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Another prophecy spoken by Isaiah was fulfilled when Jesus left Nazareth and 
travelled to Galilee. Matthew records: “The land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, toward the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people 
that sat in darkness saw a great light, and to them that sat in the region and 
shadow of death, to them did light spring up” (4:16). Coffman observes this truth 
of the Galilee of Christ’s day: 

  
Galilee of the Gentiles is a proverb emphasizing the low estate of those 
people in Galilee. Gentile customs, morals, and culture prevailed; and these 
were far lower than those of Jerusalem; and thus, the wretched and despised 
state of the citizens of Galilee, and especially of Nazareth, was proverbial. 
  
“Darkness” is frequently referred to in God’s Word and represents evil, sin, and 

an unsaved state. “Salvation,” on the other hand, is represented as having been 
“called out of darkness into his marvellous light” (1 Pet. 2:9). Let us now reflect 
on Matthew 4:16 and the description of: 

Man’s Condition Without Christ — Darkness! Darkness implies a state of 
ignorance. The Messiah, the Lord and Savior, the Christ is the Light of the World. 
To be ignorant of Christ is to be in darkness about the Heavenly Father. The 
Scriptures declare, “All things have been delivered unto me of my Father: and no 
one knoweth the Son, save the Father; neither doth any know the Father, save the 
Son, and he to whomsoever the Son willeth to reveal him” (Matt. 11:27).  

There is no excuse or reason for one to remain ignorant of Deity. The problem 
lies solely at the foot of man. First , “the light shineth in the darkness; and the 
darkness apprehended it not” (John 1:5). Second, “And this is the judgment, that 
the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; 
for their works were evil” (John 3:19). Third , “Again therefore Jesus spake unto 
them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in the 
darkness, but shall have the light of life” (John 8:12). It is a willful refusal to 
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know/receive Christ, a love for evil doing, and electing not to follow in the Lord’s 
steps that keeps people in the darkness of ignorance. 

Darkness implies superstition! Where there is no light from above there will 
surely be false and exaggerated views of things in this world. The light of God’s 
truth will always reveal the foolishness of man’s wisdom. Human wisdom and 
philosophy cannot compare with divine revelation! As the Scriptures ask and state, 
“Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For seeing that in the wisdom of 
God the world through its wisdom knew not God, it was God's good pleasure 
through the foolishness of the preaching to save them that believe. Seeing that 
Jews ask for signs, and Greeks seek after wisdom: but we preach Christ crucified, 
unto Jews a stumblingblock, and unto Gentiles foolishness; but unto them that are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God” (1 
Cor. 1:20-24). Superstition builds upon the sinking sand of human wisdom instead 
of the solid rock of divine truth (cf. Matt. 7:24-27).  

Darkness implies danger! The text verse of Matthew 4:16 describes those in 
darkness as being “in the region and shadow of death.” Those who are in darkness 
are oblivious to this “shadow,” and this makes their condition even more perilous. 
It is for many as Isaiah prophesied, “By hearing ye shall hear, and shall in no wise 
understand; And seeing ye shall see, and shall in no wise perceive: For this 
people's heart is waxed gross, And their ears are dull of hearing, And their eyes 
they have closed; Lest haply they should perceive with their eyes, And hear with 
their ears, And understand with their heart, And should turn again, And I should 
heal them” (Matt. 13:14-15).  

Darkness implies helplessness! The people “sat in darkness” rather than 
responding to the “great light” revealed to them. There is no hope for those who 
continue to sit in darkness. One must choose to respond to the light of God’s Word 
and remove himself from the power of darkness. As long as one continues to live 
in darkness, he will be helpless and incapable of directing his own steps (cf. Jer. 
10:23).  

God’s Remedy For Man’s Darkness — A Great Light! The great light is 
indeed Christ who is “the light of the world” (John 8:12). Those who are not 
satisfied with the light from God — His Son — will never be satisfied with true 
spiritual matters. Those who refuse to find the light of Christ’s word sufficient for 
the darkness of their minds and lives will forever remain in darkness, for no other 
source of light can overcome darkness.  

The hard-hearted Jews of Jesus’ day rejected the Messiah — the light sent from 
God. So great was their love of darkness and hatred for divine truth that they 
demanded that a criminal named Barabbas be released and Christ, God’s only 
begotten Son, be crucified (Matt. 27:16-23).  

Man’s thinking has not changed much today. Millions claim to be religious 
while clinging to man-made creeds and worshipping according to the 
commandments of men (Matt. 15:9). In so doing, they refuse to let the searchlight 
of God’s Word penetrate their stubborn and prideful minds. Content to sit in 
darkness, these deluded souls refuse God’s truth that beam so brightly from the 
Holy Scriptures. 



As darkness implies ignorance, superstition, danger, and helplessness, so light 
implies knowledge, truth, and hope. The Savior’s words shine brightly to those 
sitting in the darkness of sin and death. It is one thing to be aware of this great light 
and another thing to be content to follow it! It is as Jesus said, “Not every one that 
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 7:21).  

Paul spoke the truth to young Timothy, saying, “For the time will come when 
they will not endure the sound doctrine; but, having itching ears, will heap to 
themselves teachers after their own lusts; and will turn away their ears from the 
truth, and turn aside unto fables” (2 Tim. 4:3-4). In other words, these people will 
steadfastly reject light while demanding that darkness surround them. No one can 
be saved who rejects “the light of the world” and His Word! 

The choice is for all to make — it is either darkness or light. Please do not 
allow yourself to be deceived with the dark, empty words of men! 
  
 
 


