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It is sad indeed when God has to pronounce a woe on His people who should be 
honoring and following Him. Isaiah records these words directed to his people, 
“And the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw nigh unto me, and with their 
mouth and with their lips to honor me, but have removed their heart far from me, 
and their fear of me is a commandment of men which hath been taught them; 
therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, even 
a marvellous work and a wonder; and the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, 
and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid. Woe unto them that hide 
deep their counsel from Jehovah, and whose works are in the dark, and that say, 
Who seeth us? and who knoweth us” (Isa. 29:13-15)? 

Isaiah knew that God sees and knows the mind and heart of His people. The 
woes that men threaten men with pale in comparison with the woe that God will 
pronounce upon those who reject and refuse to follow His Word. Let us learn from 
what is revealed to Isaiah about rebellious children! 

The Causes Of The Woe!  First, it is seen in their counselors. God declares, 
“Woe to the rebellious children, saith Jehovah, that take counsel, but not of me…” 
(Isa. 30:1a). Israel of old was smitten with worldly wisdom, and they chose it 
above the wisdom that comes from God. Hundreds of years later members of the 
Lord’s church make the same mistake as did Israel so long ago. Congregations are 
enthralled with the new found wisdom of men and their innovations. “A thus saith 
the Ph.D. instructor” is preferable to a “thus saith the Lord.” The counsel of men 
will never be a successful substitute for the Word of God! Brethren use to believe 
the Bible, and they knew what the Bible said. The Lord’s church today needs to 
again apply the spirit of the Bereans, “Now these were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of the mind, 
examining the Scriptures daily, whether these things were so” (Acts 17:11). 

Second, it is seen in their league (ASV) or covering (KJV). Israel clothed 
herself with pride and gloried in her fleshly alliances while rejecting the power of 
the Spirit. God noted that they “make a league (covering, KJV), but not of my 
Spirit, that they may add to sin” (Isa. 30:1b).  

The same thing occurs today when the Lord’s church proudly chooses secular 
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scholars, denominational gimmicks, and partnership over the Word of God.  
Third, it is seen in their walk — “that walk (set out, ASV) to go down into 

Egypt” (Isa. 30:2a). The people had forgotten Jehovah’s words when He allowed 
them to choose an earthly king. God specifically warned, “Only he shall not 
multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt, to the end that 
he may multiply horses; forasmuch as Jehovah hath said unto you, Ye shall 
henceforth return no more that way” (Deut. 17:16).  

When one becomes a child of God, he must no longer yearn for the ways of the 
world! Far too many times church members have their face set with a longing look 
toward the world and their desire is to fellowship and walk with worldly people. 

Fourth, it is seen in their motives. Israel had a mindset “to strengthen 
themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and to take refuge in the shadow of Egypt” 
( Isa. 30:2b). The Egyptians nor their mighty chariots would be the salvation of the 
Israelites. When God’s people seek worldly strength and worldly protection to 
advance their cause — their cause will fail!  

One thing is as true today as it was during the day of Isaiah — the heart that is 
in rebellion against Jehovah God is certain to form an alliance with the ungodly. 
Congregations of the Lord’s people today would do well to learn a soul-saving 
history lesson from Old Testament Israel (cf. Rom. 15:4). 

The Results Of The Woe! The first two words that come to mind to describe 
the result of the “woe” placed upon Israel — disgrace and shame! God clearly 
states, “Therefore shall the strength of Pharaoh be your shame…” (Isa. 30:3a). 
The strength of a Pharaoh may be adequate for a worldly and godless ruler, but it 
will bring only disappointment and shame to a child of God. Why? The strength of 
Pharaoh lay in the arm of flesh, and Jeremiah makes it abundantly clear that 
“cursed is the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart 
departeth from Jehovah” (Jer. 17:5).  

So it is today with congregations of the Lord’s people who are infatuated with 
worldly and fleshly solutions to spiritual matters! Worldly alliances and secular 
activities employed in an attempt to save people will end in tragic disgrace and 
shame. The glorious gospel is still the only power to save (Rom. 1:16) and any 
perversion of it that is followed leads to spiritual death for the teacher and the 
student (Gal. 1:6-9).  

Second, God says “the refuge in the shadow of Egypt [will be Israel’s] 
confusion” (Isa. 30:3b). It has always been tempting for God’s people to look 
around and desire to be like other nations (Deut. 17:14). Flamboyant rhetoric and 
the vision of a fairy tale halo has always tempted God’s people. It is in vain for 
God’s people to turn to the world for help (Isa. 30:7). So Isaiah is to tell the people, 
“Now go, write it before them on a tablet, and inscribe it in a book, that it may be 
for the time to come for ever and ever. For it is a rebellious people, lying children, 
children that will not hear the law of Jehovah; that say to the seers, See not; and to 
the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, 
prophesy deceits, get you out of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause the Holy 
One of Israel to cease from before us” (Isa. 30:8-11).  

Nothing but shame and confusion will be the end result of the congregation of 
the Lord’s church who for popularity and prestige chooses the world over God! 



  
 
 


